Now as Saul was going along and approaching
Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him.
– Acts 9:3
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.

HOLY COMMUNION
Third Sunday of Easter – April 14, 2013

The disciples make a big splash and breakfast with the risen Jesus in the gospel. Wading in the water (remembering our
baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating the holy communion) is our weekly encounter with the risen Christ. Jesus
asks us, with Peter, again and again: Do you love me? And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow him bringing the
Easter life to others.
PRELUDE: Allegro Overture – W. A. Mozart
ANNOUNCEMENTS
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #361: The Day of Resurrection!

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*KYRIE

*THIS IS THE FEAST

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and might. By the resurrection of
your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 9:1- 20
Each of us has a story of meeting God's grace. Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the
Way of Christ. This reading recounts the story of his transformation, beginning with an encounter with Jesus Christ on the
way to Damascus.
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and
asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from
heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me?" 5He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter
the city, and you will be told what you are to do." 7The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they
heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so
they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
10
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." He
answered, "Here I am, Lord." 11The Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of
Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight." 13But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard
from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from the
chief priests to bind all who invoke your name." 15But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is an instrument whom I have
chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I myself will show him how much
he must suffer for the sake of my name." 17So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said,
"Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and
be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored.
Then he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 30

1

I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lift- | ed me up
and have not let my enemies triumph | over me.
2
O LORD my God, I cried | out to you,
and you restored | me to health.
3
You brought me up, O LORD, | from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down | to the grave.
4
Sing praise to the LORD, | all you faithful;
give thanks in ho- | ly remembrance. R
5
God's wrath is short; God's favor | lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes | in the morning.
6
While I felt se- | cure, I said,
"I shall never | be disturbed.
7
You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong | as the mountains."
Then you hid your face, and I was | filled with fear.
8
I cried to | you, O LORD;
I pleaded with | my Lord, saying,
9
"What profit is there in my blood, if I go down | to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or de- | clare your faithfulness?
10
Hear, O LORD, and have mer- | cy upon me;
O LORD, | be my helper." R
11
You have turned my wailing | into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed | me with joy.
12
Therefore my heart sings to you | without ceasing;
O LORD my God, I will give you | thanks forever. R
SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11 - 14
The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship on the Lord's Day. At its center is "the Lamb
who was slain."
11

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the
elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12singing with full voice,
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!"
13
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing,
"To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might
forever and ever!"
14
And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell down and worshiped.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: John 21:1 - 19
The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. After echoes of the fishing and
feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a disciple's love and obedience.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in
this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of
Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go
with you." They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
4
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to
them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." 6He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side
of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many
fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put
on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net
full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.
9
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them,
"Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large
fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, "Come and
have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus
appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
15
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." 16A second time he
said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to
him, "Tend my sheep." 17He said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he
said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love
you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. 18Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own
belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will
fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go." 19(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which
he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, "Follow me."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY #666: What Wondrous Love Is This
PRESENTATION (10:30 ONLY)
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water
and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the
baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the
world.
Sponsors: I present Harper Kelly Holm for baptism.
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your daughter baptized into Christ?
Parents: I do.
As you bring your daughter to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that your daughter may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help your daughter grow in the Christian faith and life?
Parents: I do.
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this daughter in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help
them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
Sponsors: I do.
People of God, do you promise to support name/s and pray for them in their new life in Christ?
We do.
* PROFESSION OF FAITH (8:00 and 10:30)
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
* BAPTISMAL SONG (ELW 732): I Was There To Hear Your Borning Cry – sing verses 1 & 2
(8 & 10:30)
1 "I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized
to see your life unfold.
I was there when you were but a child,
with a faith to suit you well;
in a blaze of light you wandered off
to find where demons dwell."

2 "When you heard the wonder of the Word
I was there to cheer you on;
you were raised to praise the living Lord,
to whom you now belong.
If you find someone to share your time
and you join your hearts as one,
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme
from dusk till rising sun."

* THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT (10:30 ONLY)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth. You are the fire of rebirth. You poured out your
Spirit on your people Israel. You breathe life into our dry bones. Your Son Jesus promised to send the Spirit to us that the
world may know your peace and truth.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, and breathe new life into those who are here baptized. By your Spirit adopt us all as your
children, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
* BAPTISM (10:30 ONLY)
Harper Kelly Holm, I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
You belong to Christ,
in whom you have been baptized.
Alleluia.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse
them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.
Sustain Harper with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.

Harper Kelly Holm, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.
WELCOME (10:30 ONLY)
Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.
* BAPTISMAL SONG (ELW 732): I Was There To Hear Your Borning Cry – sing verses 3 & 4
(8 & 10:30)
3 "In the middle ages of your life,
4 "I was there to hear your borning cry,
not too old, no longer young,
I'll be there when you are old.
I'll be there to guide you through the night,
I rejoiced the day you were baptized
complete what I've begun.
to see your life unfold."
When the evening gently closes in
and you shut your weary eyes,
I'll be there as I have always been,
with just one more surprise."
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing with all the witnesses of the resurrection, let us pray in confidence for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
Open our eyes to see the presence of Christ in our midst. Open our hearts to receive forgiveness, grace, and hope. Open
our mouths to proclaim, "It is the Lord!" Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Protect the oceans, lakes, and waterways of your creation. Help us to maintain the beaches and coastlands for the joy of
all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Break the bonds of oppression and the cycles of violence especially in the countries of Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan. Grant
wisdom and humility to all in positions of authority, making them advocates for all who have no voice. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bless all who cry to you. Shelter those who live in danger. Comfort the lonely. Heal the sick Raymond, George, Wanda
Jean, Winnie, Helen, Margaret, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
By your presence, strengthen this congregation to follow you. Help us tend to those who are hungry and in need
throughout our community and the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Clothe us with joy so that our mourning turns into dancing and our sorrow turns into rejoicing. Bless all who mourn and
grant us courage and faith to see life even in the midst of death. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In resurrection hope we commend to you all for whom we pray, trusting in the promise of new life; through Jesus Christ,
our risen Savior.
Amen.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN #383: Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.
Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.
You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert,
pouring out his life for the world.
In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin,
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The table of life is spread before you.
Feast on the goodness and mercy of God.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The inner ring of individual cups has grape
juice.
COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION HYMN #495: We Who Once Were Dead

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace. Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God,
that you make your home with us,
bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal.
Fill us with your Spirit as we go from here,
that we may wipe away tears,
tend to those in mourning and pain,
seek the healing of the nations,
and bring to earth the presence of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The blessing of the Lord God Almighty,
the blessing of + Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
and the blessing of the Holy Spirit of truth
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #391: This Joyful Eastertide
*DISMISSAL
Alleluia. Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia.
POSTLUDE: An Hour in the Garden with Thee – Miles, Lowry & Doane

The flowers on the altar are from the Schnelle family in honor of Raymond Hackworth’s birthday.

Assisting Minister (8:00 a.m.): Clarence Strabel
Ushers (8:00 a.m.): John Tully
Acolyte (8:00 a.m.): Danielle Dishong
Communion Assistant (8:00 a.m.): Marlene Strabel
Counters: Martha Ward and Ruth Ann Tully
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Budgeted Weekly Need: $2,669.62

(2013 Annual Budget of $138,820 divided by 52 weeks)
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