The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim
release to the captives and
recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed
go free, to proclaim the
year of the Lord's favor.
- Luke 4:18-19
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.

HOLY COMMUNION
Third Sunday after Epiphany – January 27, 2013
The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of the glory of God to us as it was made known to the
magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at the baptism of Jesus—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s
people "as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride." By the power of the Spirit there are gifts galore for everyone. In
Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see.
Today is the commemoration of Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith.
PRELUDE: We All Are One in Mission – Mark Sedio
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who creates us and forms us,
who redeems us and calls us,
who unites us and sends us.
Amen.
Gathered in God's presence, let us confess our sin.
Mighty and loving God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We seek our own way.
We divide the body of Christ.
In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us.
Let the words of our mouths,
the thoughts of our hearts,
and everything that we do
be filled with faith, hope, and love. Amen.
Hear the voice of Jesus:
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me
to proclaim release to the captives."
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
I proclaim to you
that your sins are forgiven and you are released.
The joy of the Lord is your strength,
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever.
Amen.
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*GATHERING SONG #843: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we
may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and
forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to them in the public square. When they hear it, they
weep for their sins and for the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds them that the joy of the Lord is their strength.

all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the
law of Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly,
both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He
read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the
women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra
opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the
people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up
their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 8So they read from the
book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.
9
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people
said to all the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people wept when they
4

heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of
them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the
LORD is your strength."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 19

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:12–31a
The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how intimately connected we are in the church. For this struggling
congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of the church today.
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For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is
with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — and we were
all made to drink of one Spirit.
14
Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would say, "Because I am not a
hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say,
"Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole
body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?
18
But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where
would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need
of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to
be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor,
and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need
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this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension
within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together
with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.
27
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in the church first
apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of
leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do
all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31But strive for the greater gifts.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 4:14–21
Near the beginning of Jesus' public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose,
and mission.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the
surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.
16
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was
his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found
the place where it was written:
18
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
19
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
20
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on
him. 21Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #239: Hark, the Glad Sound!
*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called by the Holy Spirit into relationship with a loving God, we pray for the church, all in need, and the whole creation.
Loving God, your joy is our strength. Bless all teachers and preachers in the church who help proclaim your good news to
all people. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God our redeemer, the heavens tell your glory. Help us to treat the air and skies in ways that honor your creation. Lord in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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God our shepherd, your law is perfect. Guide leaders in all nations to act with justice and mercy, following your ways.
Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God the healer of all, bring comfort to the fearful and grieving, friendship to the forgotten, and wholeness to those who
are ill or in pain, especially Wally, George, Wanda Jean, Winnie, Helen, Virginia, Margaret, Francis & Grace, Kathryn,
Ed, Fred & Jane and David & Ellen. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Generous God, you pour out your gifts on all people. Inspire the members of this community of faith to use their gifts and
talents to share your good news with all they encounter. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy Spirit, sustain us with your presence until we gather with Lydia, Dorcas, Phoebe, and all your saints from every time
and place at the feast of the Lamb. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your loving hands, gracious God, we place ourselves and all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting in your
mercy through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN #576: We All Are One in Mission
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful,
you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation.
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,
that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
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and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O holy God:
you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.
In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
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By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.
Feast on God's abundant life for you.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine
of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental grace. All are
invited forward for communion or a blessing. The inner ring of individual cups has grape juice.

COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

10

COMMUNION HYMN #496: One Bread, One Body
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION SONG: Now, Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We thank you, O God,
that you have fed us at your banqueting table
with bread and wine beyond compare,
the very life of Christ for us.
Send your Spirit with us now,
that we may set the captive free,
use your gifts to build one another up,
and in everything reflect your glory
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #314: Arise, Your Light Has Come!
*DISMISSAL
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Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
The congregational meeting immediately follows this morning’s worship service. Please plan to stay and participate as
we seek the Holy Spirit’s guiding for St. John in the year head.
The altar flowers are given by Jean Claus and Matt Claus in memory of son and brother, John Kelly.
Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith
Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the beginning, as demonstrated by these coworkers of the
apostle Paul. Lydia, a seller of purple goods, lent her home for a church; Dorcas was known for charitable works; and
Phoebe was a deacon in the church at Cenchrae.
Assisting Minister: Sally Foster
Ushers: George and Jan Leikauf
Acolyte: Madison Cardinal
Counters: Matt Claus & Jamie Weaver

Lector: Dave Knauff
Communion Assistant : Ruth Ann Tully

Attendance Last Week: 65

Budgeted Weekly Need: $2,669.62

(2013 Annual Budget of $138,820 divided by 52 weeks)

Attendance Last Year: 58
Last Week’s Giving: $1,895 ($80 earmarked)
Year to Date Receipts: $8,718

YTD Budgeted Expenses: $10,678.46

(Weekly Expense Need multiplied by 4 weeks - as of
1/27/13)

YTD Actual Expenses: $5,565.43

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #39383.
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