Why do you look for the living among the dead?

He is not here, but has risen.
- Luke 24:5
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.

HOLY COMMUNION
The Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day – March 31, 2013
"This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it." God has indeed raised from the dead the one
who was put to death "by hanging him on a tree." Alleluia! God allows Jesus to appear "to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses" in holy baptism and invites us to eat and drink at the table of the risen Christ. Alleluia!
PRELUDE: Gigue on EASTER HYMN – Mark Albrecht
ANNOUNCEMENTS
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG #365: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
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*GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*KYRIE
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* THIS IS THE FEAST

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you
delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the
resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
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FIRST READING: Acts 10:34–43
Peter's sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, sums up the essential message of Christianity.
Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.
34

Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after
the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the
third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 118:14-24

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:19–26
Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the promise of new life in Christ to a world that has been
in bondage to death. He celebrates the destruction of evil and the establishment of God's victorious rule over all.
19
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.
20
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 21For since death came
through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; 22for as all die in Adam, so all
will be made alive in Christ. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to
Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and
every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be
destroyed is death.
5

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL READING: Luke 24:1–12
Evidently expecting to find Jesus' corpse, some of his women followers go to the tomb with embalming spices. After a
perplexing encounter with the empty tomb and angelic visitors, the women become the first to proclaim the amazing news
of resurrection.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared.
They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4While they were
perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women were terrified and bowed
their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but
has risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed over to
sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again." 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from the
tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and
they did not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by
themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.
2

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #376: Thine Is the Glory
*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered around Christ crucified and risen, let us pray for the whole people of God, the earth, and all who cry out for
healing.
Awaken the church, that it may boldly proclaim the new creation we celebrate on this resurrection day. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Raise up political and civic leaders who will bring forth a springtime of care for the poor and those most vulnerable
among us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Deepen our reverence for the earth and all its creatures, that we may marvel at your works and rejoice at each new day.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Draw to your heart all those weighed down by grief, illness, or anxiety; those absent or forgotten; and those homebound
or hospitalized, especially Raymond, Madison, George, Wanda Jean, Winnie, Helen, Margaret, Francis & Grace,
Kathryn, Ed, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen ; that the light of Christ may shine upon them with hope. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Be known to us as we eat and drink at your table, that we may live as the risen body of Christ in the world. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks for all the saints who have proclaimed the resurrection through their words, music, and art. May your
creative Spirit renew our lives with your beauty and grace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Hear us according to your steadfast love, O God, and in your great compassion bring us to resurrection and rebirth in
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN #389: Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
*OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.
Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
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And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
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Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The table of life is spread before you.
Feast on the goodness and mercy of God.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The inner ring of individual cups has grape
juice.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMNS
#385: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!
#384: That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION SONG: Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, O God,
that you make your home with us,
bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal.
Fill us with your Spirit as we go from here,
that we may wipe away tears,
tend to those in mourning and pain,
seek the healing of the nations,
and bring to earth the presence of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow
upon you the riches of his blessing.
Amen.
May God, who through the waters of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be
united with Christ forever.
Amen.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer,
bring you to your eternal inheritance.
Amen.
And may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you
forever.
Amen.
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*SENDING SONG #367: Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
POSTLUDE: Paraphrase on a chorus by Handel –Alexandre Guilmant

We give thanks to God for the gifts shared with us this morning by Michael Visnick, trumpeter.
Assisting Minister (8:00 a.m.): Matt Claus
Ushers (8:00 a.m.): Clarence & Marlene Strabel
Acolyte (8:00 a.m.): Danielle Dishong
Communion Assistant (8:00 a.m.): Clarence Strabel
Counters: Jamie Weaver & Sally Foster

Assisting Minister (10:30 a.m.): Missy Kramer
Ushers (10:30 a.m.): Keith & Valerie Cardinal
Acolyte (10:30 a.m.): Madison Cardinal
Communion Assistant (10:30 a.m.): Jim Ward

Attendance Last Week: 92 - Palm Sunday

Budgeted Weekly Need: $2,669.62

(2013 Annual Budget of $138,820 divided by 52 weeks)
YTD Budgeted Expenses: $34,705.00 (Weekly Expense
Need multiplied by 13 weeks - as of 3/31/13)

Attendance Last Year: 109 - 2012 Palm Sunday
Last Week’s Giving: $1,877; earmarked $34
Year to Date Receipts: $40,952.05
YTD Actual Expenses: $33,203.48

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39383.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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