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And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests;
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.
Luke 9:58

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost – June 30th, 2013
P.O. Box 411
Mars, PA 16046-0411
www.stjohnchurchmars.org
Phone: 724-625-1830
email: office@stjohnchurchmars.org
Pastor’s cell: 724-766-6686 Pastor’s email: pastormarkbringman@gmail.com
Rev. Mark Bringman, Pastor
John Thickey - organist

2

We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.

HOLY COMMUNION
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost – June 30th, 2013

This Sunday's texts paint startling pictures of the horrific—the demonic—nature of sin. The church's repeated
celebration of the holy communion counters that tragic reality in a continued showing forth of the death of Jesus “until he
comes.” It is a dramatic declaration of “how much God has done for you.”
PRELUDE:

`Aria on a Chaconne’ – Joel Martinson
`Be Thou My Vision’ - arr. Paul Manz

ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
abounding in steadfast love toward us,
healing the sick and raising the dead,
showering us with every good gift.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Just and gracious God,
we come to you for healing and life.
Our sins hurt others and diminish us;
we confess them to you.
Our lives bear the scars of sin;
we bring these also to you.
Show us your mercy, O God.
Bind up our wounds,
forgive us our sins,
and free us to love,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
The apostle Paul assures us:
"When we were dead in our trespasses,
God made us alive together with Christ,
nailing the record of our sins to the cross."
Jesus says to you, + "Your sins are forgiven."
Be at peace, and tell everyone
how much God has done for you.
Amen.
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*GATHERING HYMN #798: Will You Come and Follow Me
*GREETING
From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,
grace and peace be with you all.
And also with you.
*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us
faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15–16, 19–21
In the story preceding today's reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security of God's mountain. There the
Lord reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people in Israel and commissions him to anoint new leaders,
including his own successor, Elisha.
15

Then the LORD said to him, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall
anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 19So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of
Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by
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him and threw his mantle over him. 20He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, "Let me kiss my father and my mother,
and then I will follow you." Then Elijah said to him, "Go back again; for what have I done to you?" 21He returned from
following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and
gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 16
1. Protect me, Lord, for I have said,
“You are my good; none is like you;”
The godly are my chief delight,
Those who have noble hearts and true.

2. You are my portion and my cup,
You make my lot always secure;
My boundaries close a pleasant land,
Indeed my heritage is sure.

4. My heart and spirit both rejoice,
My body, too, in hope shall lie;
You will not leave me in the Pit,
Nor in the grave with those who die.

5. You show me, Lord, the path of life,
With you I find fullness of joy;
The pleasures found at your right hand
Are those which time cannot destroy.

3. I bless the Lord who counsels me,
My heart helps me to understand;
I set the Lord always before,
And as my guard at my right hand.

Tune: Canonbury

From “A New Metrical Psalter” Christopher Webber

SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13–25
For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the invitation to be what we could not
be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ's Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of
this Holy Spirit.
5:1

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for selfindulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 14For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment,
"You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 15If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not
consumed by one another.
16
Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For what the flesh desires is opposed to
the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from
doing what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are
obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions,
factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness,
and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with
its passions and desires. 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.
13

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 9:51–62
Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by pettiness. In a series of
striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar single-mindedness.
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
51

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers
ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did not receive him,
because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us
to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went
on to another village.
57
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." 58And Jesus said
to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 59To another
he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 60But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury
their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." 61Another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but let me
first say farewell to those at my home." 62Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for
the kingdom of God."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #767: Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
* APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing in the good news of God come near, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.
O God, your grace sets us free. Give to your church the freedom to follow you. Guide us by your Spirit, that we may truly
be your people and follow with joy the way of Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You call us to love all that you have made. Teach us to live with wisdom and humility, that lands and creatures may not
suffer at our hands, but flourish with our nurture. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your care extends to every nation. Wherever there is hardship, violence, suffering, or despair, come with your saving
power and bring your people hope once again. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your compassion knows no bounds. Wherever there is loneliness or despair; wherever there are cries for healing or
forgiveness, show your merciful face. We pray especially for Kathy, Jim, Raymond, George, Wanda Jean, Helen,
Margaret, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You are a shelter and a refuge. Bless those who travel in these summer months; protect those who seek work, and guard
all who have nowhere to lay their heads. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You are the joy of all your saints. Like them, keep us faithful unto death, that we might ever follow the way of your Son
and come to share in the joy that has no end. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O God of compassion, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your great mercy; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord,
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN #697: Just a Closer Walk with Thee
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
God of mercy and grace,
the eyes of all wait upon you,
and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table,
that we may come to the help of all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
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as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet.
Welcome to the feast.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The inner ring of individual cups has grape
juice.
COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION HYMN #810: O Jesus, I Have Promised
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace. Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
O God, as a mother comforts her child,
so you comfort your people,
carrying us in your arms
and satisfying us with this food and drink,
the body and blood of Christ.
Send us now as your disciples,
announcing peace and proclaiming
that the reign of God has come near;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and + give you peace.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #805: Lead On Oh King Eternal !
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: `Rondel’ – Charles Callahan

The flowers on the altar are given by Keith and Valerie Cardinal and family in celebration of Abigail's first birthday.
Assisting Minister: Christine Dishong
Usher: Sally Foster
Counters: Sandy Hill & Christine Dishong

Communion Assistant: The Knauff’s
Acolyte: Danielle Dishong

Attendance Last Week (wk 4 of June): 40

Attendance Last Year (wk 4 of June): 63

Budgeted Weekly Need: $2,669.62

(2013 Annual Budget of $138,820 divided by 52 weeks)

Last Week’s Giving: 2,782.92. Earmarked: $25
Year to Date Receipts: $80,977.49
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