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“9

So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and

you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.”
Luke 11:9
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.

HOLY COMMUNION
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost – July 28th, 2013
Persistence in prayer evoked the admiration of Jesus and wins the attention of the Lord when Abraham intercedes
for Sodom. The life of the baptized – to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus the Lord – is to be rooted in prayer. God
hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength
within me.”
Today the church commemorates the musicians Johann Sebastian Bach, who died in 1750; Heinrich Shutz, who
died in 1672; and George Frederick Handel, who died in 1759.
PRELUDE: Chorale on ‘Vater unser im Himmelreich’ BWV 636 & 737 – J.S. Bach
‘Our Father, God in Heaven Above’
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
abounding in steadfast love toward us,
healing the sick and raising the dead,
showering us with every good gift.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Just and gracious God,
we come to you for healing and life.
Our sins hurt others and diminish us;
we confess them to you.
Our lives bear the scars of sin;
we bring these also to you.
Show us your mercy, O God.
Bind up our wounds,
forgive us our sins,
and free us to love,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
The apostle Paul assures us:
"When we were dead in our trespasses,
God made us alive together with Christ,
nailing the record of our sins to the cross."
Jesus says to you, + "Your sins are forgiven."
Be at peace, and tell everyone
how much God has done for you.
Amen.
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*GATHERING HYMN #746 - Our Father, God in Heaven Above
*GREETING
From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,
grace and peace be with you all.
And also with you.
*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give more
than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our
conscience, and give us those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
FIRST READING: Genesis 18:20 - 32
In today's reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity. Appealing to God's
justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom, for the sake of the few righteous people who are in it,
including Abraham's nephew, Lot.
20

Then the LORD said, "How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! 21I
must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will
know."
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So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the LORD.
Then Abraham came near and said, "Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?" 24Suppose there are
fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it?
25
Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far
be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?" 26And the LORD said, "If I find at Sodom fifty
righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake." 27Abraham answered, "Let me take it upon myself to
speak to the LORD, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the
whole city for lack of five?" And he said, "I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there." 29Again he spoke to him,
"Suppose forty are found there." He answered, "For the sake of forty I will not do it." 30Then he said, "Oh do not let the
LORD be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there." He answered, "I will not do it, if I find thirty there." 31He said,
"Let me take it upon myself to speak to the LORD. Suppose twenty are found there." He answered, "For the sake of
twenty I will not destroy it." 32Then he said, "Oh do not let the LORD be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are
found there." He answered, "For the sake of ten I will not destroy it."
23

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 138
1. I will give thanks with my whole heart,
Before the gods of my praise express;
I will bow down before your throne
And praise your love and faithfulness.
2. Above all things, O Lord my God,
You glorified your Name and word;
I called and then you answered me
And gave me increased strength, O Lord.
3. All kings on earth who hear your words,
O Lord, will give you thanks and praise
And tell how great God’s glory is,
And they will sing of all his ways.
Tune: Hamburg

4. The Lord is high, yet scorns the proud,
Protects the lowly on his path;
Although I walk in trouble, Lord,
You keep me safe from hostile wrath.
5. The Lord’s right hand shall save my life
And make his purpose for me sure;
Do not forsake what you have made;
Your love forever will endure.

From “A New Metrical Psalter” by Christopher Webber

SECOND READING: Colossians 2:6–15 [16–19]
Paul warns his congregation in Colossae about "the empty lure" of philosophies and traditions that compromise faith.
Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ in his death and resurrection, which is enacted in
baptism.
6
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7rooted and built up in
him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
8
See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition,
according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity
dwells bodily, 10and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 11In him also you
were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; 12when
you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him
from the dead. 13And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive
together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 14erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands.
He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them,
triumphing over them in it.
16
Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or
sabbaths. 17These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 18Do not let anyone
disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause by a
human way of thinking, 19and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its
ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is from God.
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 11:1 - 13
In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God's coming reign, God's mercy, and the
strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to child-like trust and persistence in prayer.
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
11:1

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to
pray, as John taught his disciples." 2He said to them, "When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3
Give us each day our daily bread.
4
And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial."
5
And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me
three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.' 7And he answers from
within, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give
you anything.' 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because
of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.
9
So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for
you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be
opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the
child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY #745: Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright
* APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident in God's compassionate rule and enduring love, let us lift up the needs of the church, the world, and all of
creation.
Unite your people under the banner of Christ, and give them boldness and persistence in working to fulfill your purposes
throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bless the earth with favorable weather, and encourage our efforts to join your creative work in raising plants and animals,
flowers and fruit. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Watch over farmers, firefighters, gardeners, lifeguards, construction workers, police officers, and all who work outdoors
to protect and provide for us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Open our hearts to those who are lost or seeking, and help us to be caring and generous to all who ask for understanding,
wholeness, and healing especially Kathy, Jim, Raymond, George, Wanda Jean, Helen, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed,
Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Renew our appreciation for the artists and musicians in this parish, and bless their gifts that broaden and deepen our praise
and thanksgiving. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We praise you for the lives of all your saints especially musicians Johann Sebastian Bach, Heinrich Schütz, and George
Frederick Handel. Bring us at the last to the fullness of death and life in Christ, in your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
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God of mercy, hear the cries of your people, and answer us according to your steadfast love; through our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN #742: What a Friend We Have in Jesus
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
God of mercy and grace,
the eyes of all wait upon you,
and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table,
that we may come to the help of all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
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Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet.
Welcome to the feast.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The inner ring of individual cups has grape
juice.
COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION HYMN #480: O Bread of Life from Heaven (the tune was written by Bach)
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace. Amen.
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
O God, as a mother comforts her child,
so you comfort your people,
carrying us in your arms
and satisfying us with this food and drink,
the body and blood of Christ.
Send us now as your disciples,
announcing peace and proclaiming
that the reign of God has come near;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and + give you peace.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #887: This Is My Song
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: ‘Fuga e-moll’ BWV 533 – J.S. Bach
The flowers on the altar are given by George and Jan Leikauf in celebration of George and our son Aaron’s birthdays.
Assisting Minister: Kelly Greb
Usher: Zac Claus
Counters: Cindy Knauff & Sandy Hill

Communion Assistant: Sally Foster
Acolyte: Madison Cardinal

Attendance Last Week: 56

Attendance Last Year: (wk 3 of July): 69

Budgeted Weekly Need: $2,669.62

(2013 Annual Budget of $138,820 divided by 52 weeks)

Last Week’s Giving: $2,213; earmarked $445
Year to Date Receipts: $90,877.41

YTD Budgeted Expenses: $80,088.46 (Weekly Expense
Need multiplied by 30 weeks - as of 7/28/13)

YTD Actual Expenses: $69,240.09
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