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And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan
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bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the
sabbath day?"
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.

HOLY COMMUNION
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost – August 25th, 2013
Remember the Sabbath day. Call the Sabbath a delight. This is the Lord’s day, and the Lord will do for us what
the Lord does: feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at all the wonderful things God is doing.
PRELUDE: Meditation on ‘You Are Mine,’ ‘Here Is Bread’ and ‘Praise, Praise! You Are My Rock’
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
abounding in steadfast love toward us,
healing the sick and raising the dead,
showering us with every good gift.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Just and gracious God,
we come to you for healing and life.
Our sins hurt others and diminish us;
we confess them to you.
Our lives bear the scars of sin;
we bring these also to you.
Show us your mercy, O God.
Bind up our wounds,
forgive us our sins,
and free us to love,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
The apostle Paul assures us:
"When we were dead in our trespasses,
God made us alive together with Christ,
nailing the record of our sins to the cross."
Jesus says to you, + "Your sins are forgiven."
Be at peace, and tell everyone
how much God has done for you.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #718 - Gather Us In
*GREETING
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From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,
grace and peace be with you all.
And also with you.
*HYMN OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care. Hear the cries of everyone in need,
and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:9b–14
The Lord promises those who have returned from exile that where justice and mercy prevail, the ruins will be rebuilt and
light will rise in the darkness. It is a day for new beginnings.
9b

If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
10
if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
11
The LORD will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
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and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
12
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.
13
If you refrain from trampling the sabbath,
from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;
if you call the sabbath a delight
and the holy day of the LORD honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways,
serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs;
14
then you shall take delight in the LORD,
and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM Psalm 103:1–8

Read responsively – congregation reads bold

1

Bless the LORD, | O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God's | holy name.
2
Bless the LORD, | O my soul,
and forget not | all God's benefits?
3
who forgives | all your sins
and heals all | your diseases;
4
who redeems your life | from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy;
5
who satisfies your desires | with good things
so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle's.
6
O LORD, you provide | vindication
and justice for all who | are oppressed.
7
You made known your | ways to Moses
and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel.
8
LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:18–29
Using images of Moses from the Old Testament, the writer presents a striking vision of the new covenant of God made
possible in Christ. There is no longer fear; only awe in the new promise in Christ into which we are invited.
18

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest,
and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them.
20
(For they could not endure the order that was given, "If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to
death." 21Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, "I tremble with fear.") 22But you have come to Mount Zion
and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23and to the
assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made
perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the
blood of Abel.
25
See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they refused the one who
warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! 26At that time his
19
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voice shook the earth; but now he has promised, "Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven."
27
This phrase, "Yet once more," indicates the removal of what is shaken — that is, created things — so that what cannot
be shaken may remain. 28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which
we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; 29for indeed our God is a consuming fire.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL READING: Luke 13:10–17
Jesus heals a woman on the sabbath, offering her a new beginning for her life. When challenged by a narrow reading of
the sabbath command, Jesus responds by expanding "sabbath work" to include setting people free from bondage.
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
10

Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 11And just then there appeared a woman with a
spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. 12When Jesus
saw her, he called her over and said, "Woman, you are set free from your ailment." 13When he laid his hands on her,
immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. 14But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus
had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, "There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those
days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day." 15But the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites! Does not each of
you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? 16And ought not this
woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath
day?" 17When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful
things that he was doing.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #737: There Is a Balm in Gilead
* APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
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the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*HEALING SERVICE
Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent the disciples to continue this work of
healing—with prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the name of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the
world, we now entrust to God all who are in need of healing.
* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION\
Confident in God's compassionate rule and enduring love, let us lift up the needs of the church, the world, and all of
creation.
Deliver your church from all that binds and limits. Free us to boldly proclaim the gospel and seek the truth. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Bestow on your creation ample rain and an abundant harvest. Cultivate in us a fresh respect and a deep humility for the
environment. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Uphold the oppressed, liberate those in bondage, and strengthen those who labor under the yoke of repressive
government. Free us to work for justice and peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Rescue all in harm's way, sustain the poor and hungry, heal those who are ill or afflicted especially Kathy, Jim, Raymond,
George, Wanda Jean, Helen, Margaret, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen. Free us to be
your hands of love and compassion. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Save us from lives and schedules filled with too much activity. Free us to be a sabbath people who take time for worship,
rest, and renewal. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gather us at the last with all your saints and bring us in awe and joy to your unshakeable kingdom, the heavenly
Jerusalem. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of mercy, hear the cries of your people, and answer us according to your steadfast love; through our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
Amen.
*LAYING ON OF HANDS
Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign of healing and wholeness in the name of the triune God.
Those who wish to receive laying on of hands (and anointing) approach and, as conditions permit, they may kneel. Pastor
Mark will lay his hands upon the heads of those that come forward, and if they desire, anoint their heads with oil, making
the sign of the cross, reminding us that healing is a sign of God’s kingdom.
Father in heaven, for Jesus' sake, send your Holy Spirit upon your servant, name; drive away all sickness of body and
spirit; make whole that which is broken; deliver her/him from the power of evil; and preserve her/him in true faith, to
share in the power of Christ's resurrection and to serve you with all the saints now and evermore.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN #738: Healer of Our Every Ill
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
God of mercy and grace,
the eyes of all wait upon you,
and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table,
that we may come to the help of all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals, the seas
and stars were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death, we await that day when all the
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peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be
gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever.
Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet.
Welcome to the feast.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The inner ring of individual cups has grape
juice.
COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION HYMN #740: Jesus, Remember Me

repeat until end of communion
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace. Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
O God, as a mother comforts her child,
so you comfort your people,
carrying us in your arms
and satisfying us with this food and drink,
the body and blood of Christ.
Send us now as your disciples,
announcing peace and proclaiming
that the reign of God has come near;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and + give you peace.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #722: Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news.
Thanks be to God.

The flowers are given by Janet Senka in memory of her brother, John Closshey Jr.
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