Why do you look for the living among the dead?

He is not here, but has risen.
- Luke 24:5
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.

HOLY COMMUNION
The Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day – April 20, 2014
On this day the Lord has acted! On the first day of the week God began creation, transforming darkness into light. On
this, the "eighth day" of the week, Jesus Christ was raised from the dead. We celebrate this new creation in the waters of
baptism and in the feast of victory. With great joy we celebrate this day of days, even as we begin the great fifty days of
Easter. Filled with hope, we go forth to share the news that Christ is risen!
PRELUDE: ‘Fanfare: Psalm 81, Vs.1-3’ – John Cook
‘Three Hymns of Praise for Easter’ – arr. S. Drummond Wolff
(Michael Visnick, Trumpet)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG #365: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
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*GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*KYRIE
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* THIS IS THE FEAST

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you
delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the
resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
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FIRST READING: Acts 10:34–43
Peter's sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, sums up the essential message of Christianity.
Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.
34

Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after
the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the
third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 118:14-24

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and motivation
for our lives, since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God.
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of
God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 28:1–10
Sorrow gives way to "fear and great joy" when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the good news: Jesus is
risen!

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the
tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled
back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the
guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are
looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.
7
Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him.' This is my message for you." 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell
his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and
worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see
me."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #376: Thine Is the Glory
*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Made alive to God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.
O God, in Christ's death and resurrection your church is reborn. Bless your people in every nation: Orthodox, Catholic,
Protestant, and Pentecostal. Raise us up to witness together to your undying love for the world. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
O God, your faithfulness extends to all the earth. On this Easter morn, we pray for creation. Make terror and destruction
cease, and renew all things in the bright dawning of your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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O God, the resurrection of your Son means life for every nation. Show us that promise and hope. Heal nations scarred by
injustice and greed; give hope to those ravaged by violence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
O God, your Son healed all who were oppressed. Bless those who heal and show compassion in Jesus' name, even as we
pray for the many among us who are still in need, especially Joe, Frieda, Bill & Kathy, Jim, Raymond, George, Wanda
Jean, Helen, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
O God, in the waters of baptism you call us by name and raise us to new life in you. Renew us with all faith, hope, and
love, that we might be Christ's risen body in the world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
O God, we give thanks for the saints whose lives proclaim the victory of your love. With them, give us courage to follow
our crucified and risen Lord, until all things are gathered in his name. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our crucified
and risen Savior.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
Choir – (10:30 am only) ‘The Day of Resurrection’ – arr. J. Bert Carlson
OFFERING HYMN #389: Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
*OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.
Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE
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*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take
away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the
bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your promised life for all this dying
world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as
your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
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Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church,both now and
forever.
Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The table of life is spread before you.
Feast on the goodness and mercy of God.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The inner ring of individual cups has grape
juice.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMNS
#385: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!
#384: That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION SONG: Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, O God,
that you make your home with us,
bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal.
Fill us with your Spirit as we go from here,
that we may wipe away tears,
tend to those in mourning and pain,
seek the healing of the nations,
and bring to earth the presence of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow
upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.
May God, who through the waters of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be
united with Christ forever. Amen.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer,
bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen.
And may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you
forever. Amen.
*SENDING SONG #367: Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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POSTLUDE: Toccata on ‘The Strife is O’er – Alfred V. Fedak
We give thanks to God for the gifts shared with us this morning by Michael Visnick, trumpeter.

8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Need:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Clarence Strabel

81
$ 2,640.27
$ 39,604.04
$ 33,835.80

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Carolyn Jarrett
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Madison Cardinal
Lector:
Valerie Cardinal
Usher:
Bates
Attendance last year:
75
Last Week’s Giving: $ 2,682.00
Year to Date Receipts: $41, 684.07
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