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And early in the morning he came walking toward them on
the sea.
Matthew 14:25
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost – August 10, 2014
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face
a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: "Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid." Amid the storms of life,
we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the
refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God's presence to
others.
Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258
As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence was responsible for the church's financial matters and for
the care of the poor. Asked by the emperor to gather the church's treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, lepers,
and the like. The enraged emperor had him put to death.
PRELUDE: Chorale on ‘Wun Nun Den Lieben Gott’ – Paul Manz
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
In the presence of God, who sees our hearts and our minds,
let us confess our sin.
God our strength,
we confess that we are captive to the power of sin
that dwells within us.
We put ourselves first and others last.
What we think will make us happy
leaves us longing for more.
Even when we want to do what is good,
we find ourselves doing the opposite.
Rescue us from death's grip on our lives,
and raise us up day by day,
that we may be alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Amen.
Sisters and brothers,
all have fallen short of the glory of God;
therefore we are justified by God's grace as a gift.
Nothing can separate us
from the love of God in + Christ Jesus,
in whom we have forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation.
Amen.
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*GATHERING SONG #756: Eternal Father, Strong to Save
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from
despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9 – 18 (page 326 in Old Testament)
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God's presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—
Elijah now experienced God in "sheer silence." God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven
thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own
successor.
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At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there.
Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 10He answered, "I have
been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away."
11
He said, "Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by." Now there
was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD
was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12and after the
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he
wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that
said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 14He answered, "I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for
the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away." 15Then the LORD said to him, "Go, return on your way to the
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of
Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.
17
Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall
kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not
kissed him."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 85: 7—13
1. Show us O Lord, your steadfast love,
And let your saving grace be near;
To those who turn their hearts to him
The Lord speaks peace and I will hear.

3. Mercy and truth at last have met,
Justice and peace are reconciled;
Truth has arisen from the earth,
Justice looked down from heaven and smiled.

2. To everyone who worships him
His saving help is very near;
His purpose is that in our land
His radiant glory may appear.
From: A New Metrical Psalter

4. The Lord will grant prosperity,
Our land will yield its full increase;
Justice shall go before the Lord,
The pathway for his feet is peace.
Tune: Morning Hymn #557
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SECOND READING: Romans 10:5 - 15 (page 160 in New Testament)
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose
content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is
an indispensable component of God's saving actions.
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Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that "the person who does these things will
live by them." 6But the righteousness that comes from faith says, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into
heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down) 7or 'Who will descend into the abyss?' (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).
8
But what does it say?
"The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart"
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one
confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, "No one who believes in him will be put to shame." 12For
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For,
"Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."
14
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom
they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him
unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 14:22–33 (page 16 in New Testament)
Matthew's gospel typically portrays Jesus' disciples as people of "little faith" who fail despite their best intentions. In this
story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear
and doubt.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
22

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the
crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he
was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them.
25
And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the
sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
"Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid."
28
Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water." 29He said, "Come." So Peter
got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!" 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and
caught him, saying to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?" 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
33
And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #755: Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me
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APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled by the Spirit, let us join the whole people of God in Christ Jesus in praying for the church, those in need, and all of
God's creation.
Lord of all, how beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news. We pray for missionaries across the world. Keep
them safe and bless the work they do in your name. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You have given us vast seas, great lands, and abundant natural resources to feed a hungry planet. Give us also grateful
hearts and willing hands to care for these good gifts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Be present with those across this earth who are hiding from their enemies, and who are afraid they are all alone especially
Robert, Tim, Frieda, Joe, Bill & Kathy, Jim, Raymond, George, Wanda Jean, Helen, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed, Fred
& Jane, and David & Ellen. Wrap them securely in the mantle of your loving presence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Calm the storms that sweep across families dealing with the death of a loved one, and the grief of those who mourn. Fill
their aching hearts with your peace and hope for the future. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Guide pastors, teachers, volunteers, and worship planners as they prepare educational opportunities for all ages, and
creative ways to worship you. Place your word on their lips and in their hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
*OFFERTORY HYMN #632: O God, Our Help in Ages Past
*OFFERING PRAYER
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at
your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.
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*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals, the seas
and stars were whole and well in your praise. When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to
form us again into one.
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death, we await that day when all the
peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
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Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be
gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. Through him all glory and honor
is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Everyone who hungers, come to the table. Eat what is good, that you may live.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The inner ring of individual cups has grape
juice.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

*COMMUNION HYMN #488: Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The God of all grace, who has called you to eternal glory in Christ, restore, support, strengthen, and + bless you
by the power of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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*POST-COMMNUNION CANTICLE #884: Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We thank you, Lord of heaven and earth,
that you have fed us in a way our hearts can understand,
with the saving body and blood of Jesus Christ.
Enliven us by your presence in this meal,
that we may be your presence in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
*BLESSING
May God the sower make you good and fertile soil.
May Christ the seed bloom and grow in your words and actions.
May the fruitful Spirit bring forth a bountiful yield in your lives.
God the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #763: My Life Flows On in Endless Song
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: ‘Trumpet Tune in ‘E’’ – David N. Johnson
The flowers this week are given by Erin & Jamie Weaver in celebration of the birthdays of Erin’s mother, Denise
Hager, and their nephew, Brentley.
9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Need :
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Missy Kramer

Sally Foster
46
$ 2,640.27
$ 84,488.62
$ 76,608.97

Attendance last year:
Last Week’s Giving:
Year to Date Receipts:

71
$ 2,809.00
$ 87,212.20
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