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And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides
women and children.
Matthew 14:21
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost – August 3, 2014

In today's first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost. Jesus
feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we remember all who are
hungry or poor in our world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as
bread for the hungry.
PRELUDE: ‘Medley’ on Familiar Hymn Tunes
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
In the presence of God, who sees our hearts and our minds,
let us confess our sin.
God our strength,
we confess that we are captive to the power of sin
that dwells within us.
We put ourselves first and others last.
What we think will make us happy
leaves us longing for more.
Even when we want to do what is good,
we find ourselves doing the opposite.
Rescue us from death's grip on our lives,
and raise us up day by day,
that we may be alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Amen.
Sisters and brothers,
all have fallen short of the glory of God;
therefore we are justified by God's grace as a gift.
Nothing can separate us
from the love of God in + Christ Jesus,
in whom we have forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation.
Amen.
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*GATHERING SONG #843: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness
with a liberating light;
praise the One who frees the pris'ners,
turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the gospel,
healing ev'ry dread disease,
calming storms and feeding thousands
with the very bread of peace.

3 Praise the one true love incarnate:
Christ, who suffered in our place;
Jesus died and rose for many
that we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
seeing what our God has done.
Praise the one redeeming glory;
praise the One who makes us one.

2 Praise the One who blessed the children
with a strong yet gentle word;
praise the One who drove out demons
with a piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water
to the desert's burning sand;
from this well comes living water
quenching thirst in ev'ry land.
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with abundance.
Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the
starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1 – 5 (page 685 in Old Testament)

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an
everlasting covenant with all the people, with promises that previously had been limited to the line of kings. As
David was a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified
Israel.
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come,
buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not
bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight
yourselves in rich food.
3
Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting
covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander
for the peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run
to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Romans 9:1 - 5 (page 159 in New Testament)

This begins a new section in Paul's letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God's saving plan. He
opens by highlighting how Israel's heritage and legacy include being God's children, having God's covenants,
being given God's law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.
3

I am speaking the truth in Christ — I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit — 2I
have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off
from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them
belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them
belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed
forever. Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 14:13–21 (page 16 in New Testament)

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will not
allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when
the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd;
and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said,
"This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages
and buy food for themselves." 16Jesus said to them, "They need not go away; you give them something to eat."
17
They replied, "We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish." 18And he said, "Bring them here to me."
19
Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to
heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the
crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets
full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
13

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #689: Praise and Thanksgiving
1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer
for all things living, you have made good:
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.

3 Father, providing food for your children,
by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share
one with another, so that, rejoicing
with us, all others may know your care.

2 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you,
that with our neighbor we may be fed.
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you,
harvesting, milling for daily bread.

4 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people,
freely confessing your gracious hand.
Where you are reigning, no one will hunger;
your love sustaining showers the land.
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APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled by the Spirit, let us join the whole people of God in Christ Jesus in praying for the church, those in need, and all of
God's creation.

Incline your ear and come to us, gracious and merciful God. Raise up among our congregations strong leaders
to guide mission work, so that everyone who hungers is fed. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The earth flourishes in your steadfast love and care. Open your hand to satisfy the desire of every living thing,
and have compassion over all that you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In this war-torn world, the thirst for justice and peace is never quenched. We pray for those who live under
tyranny. Watch over them and be near to all who call upon your name. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
When we are falling, hold us up; when we are bowed down with grief or loneliness, raise us up; when we are
hungry, fill us; when we are sick, heal us. We remember especially Robert, Tim, Frieda, Joe, Bill & Kathy, Jim,
Raymond, George, Wanda Jean, Helen, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

Accompany all those experiencing life transitions: those pursuing new studies; those who are retiring; and those
moving to new communities. Give them the courage to embrace change and flourish in their new roles. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
With gratitude for their loving witness and faith-filled lives, we remember those who have died. Receive the
praise of all those who call upon your name. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
At this time we will offer silent prayer, especially for the people of Israel, Palestine, the Ukraine, Nigeria and all places of
conflict. We also lift up the prayers of our hearts.
Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

5

*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
*OFFERING PRAYER
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at
your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.

*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals, the seas
and stars were whole and well in your praise. When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to
form us again into one.
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In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death, we await that day when all the
peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be
gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever. Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Everyone who hungers, come to the table.
Eat what is good, that you may live.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The inner ring of individual cups has grape
juice.
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COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #479: We Come to the Hungry Feast
1 We come to the hungry feast
hungry for a word of peace.
To hungry hearts unsatisfied
the love of God is not denied.
We come, we come to the hungry feast.

3 We come to the hungry feast
hungry that the hunger cease,
and knowing, though we eat our fill,
the hunger will stay with us; still
we come, we come to the hungry feast.

2 We come to the hungry feast
hungry for a world released
from hungry people of ev'ry kind,
the poor in body, poor in mind.
We come, we come to the hungry feast.
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The God of all grace, who has called you to eternal glory in Christ, restore, support, strengthen, and + bless you
by the power of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
POST-COMMNUNION CANTICLE #884: Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We thank you, Lord of heaven and earth,
that you have fed us in a way our hearts can understand,
with the saving body and blood of Jesus Christ.
Enliven us by your presence in this meal,
that we may be your presence in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
May God the sower
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make you good and fertile soil.
May Christ the seed
bloom and grow in your words and actions.
May the fruitful Spirit
bring forth a bountiful yield in your lives.
God the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #712: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
1 Lord, whose love in humble service
bore the weight of human need,
who upon the cross, forsaken,
worked your mercy's perfect deed:
we, your servants, bring the worship
not of voice alone, but heart;
consecrating to your purpose
ev'ry gift which you impart.

3 As we worship, grant us vision,
till your love's revealing light
in its height and depth and greatness
dawns upon our quickened sight,
making known the needs and burdens
your compassion bids us bear,
stirring us to ardent service,
your abundant life to share.

2 Still your children wander homeless;
still the hungry cry for bread;
still the captives long for freedom;
still in grief we mourn our dead.
As you, Lord, in deep compassion
healed the sick and freed the soul,
by your Spirit send your power
to our world to make it whole.

4 Called by worship to your service,
forth in your dear name we go,
to the child, the youth, the aged,
love in living deeds to show;
hope and health, good will and comfort,
counsel, aid and peace we give,
that your servants, Lord, in freedom
may your mercy know and live.

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: ‘Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises

9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
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Weekly Budgeted Need :
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Missy Kramer

Sally Foster
67
$ 2,640.27
$ 79,208.08
$ 74,136.54

Attendance last year:
Last Week’s Giving:
Year to Date Receipts:

45
$ 2,395.50
$ 84,403.20
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