"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone
took and sowed in his field;
Matthew 14:31b
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost – July 27, 2014
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today's gospel Jesus offers everyday
images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a
treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God's reign, the great surprise is that God's
grace finds us first!
PRELUDE: Chorale on ‘Schücke Dich, O Liebe Seele’ – Johannes Brahms
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
In the presence of God, who sees our hearts and our minds,
let us confess our sin.
God our strength,
we confess that we are captive to the power of sin
that dwells within us.
We put ourselves first and others last.
What we think will make us happy
leaves us longing for more.
Even when we want to do what is good,
we find ourselves doing the opposite.
Rescue us from death's grip on our lives,
and raise us up day by day,
that we may be alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Amen.
Sisters and brothers,
all have fallen short of the glory of God;
therefore we are justified by God's grace as a gift.
Nothing can separate us
from the love of God in + Christ Jesus,
in whom we have forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG #625: Come, We That Love the Lord
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of
justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5 – 12 (page 306 in Old Testament)
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him what he asked for: wisdom
to govern the people well. In verse 13 God gives him additional honor and riches beyond compare.
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At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, "Ask what I should give you."
And Solomon said, "You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before
you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and
steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your
servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And
your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered
or counted. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and
evil; for who can govern this your great people?"
10
It pleased the LORD that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, "Because you have asked this, and have
not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to
discern what is right, 12I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you
has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.
6

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 119:129-136
1. Rejoicing, Lord, in your
I follow them with all my will;
Revealing light, your word goes forth
And gives the simple wisdom still.

3. Restore my footsteps in your word,
Let evil have no claim on me;
Release me from my foes and I
Will keep your statutes faithfully.

2. Ready to faint, I yearn, I gasp,
That your commandment may be mine;
Return to those who love your Name
In mercy as in former time.

4. Reveal your countenance and teach
Your servant your commandments, Lord;
Rivers of tears I shed because
The people do not keep your word.

From: A New Metrical Psalter

Tune: Woodworth #592

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26 35, 37 - 39 (page 158 in New Testament)
These words celebrate the depth of God's actions for us. Through Christ's death for us and the activity of the Spirit
praying for us, we are fused to God's love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us
from such incredible divine love.
26

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
28
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
29
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called
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he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.
31
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not withhold his
own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge
against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who
is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
37
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:31–33, 44--52 (page 14 in New Testament)
Throughout Matthew's gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that "the kingdom of heaven is near!"
Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for people's lives.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
31

He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his
field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches."
33
He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened."
44
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes
and sells all that he has and buys that field.
45
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value,
he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
47
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it
was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of
the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
51
Have you understood all this? They answered, "Yes." 52And he said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and
what is old."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #626: By Gracious Powers
* APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
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he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled by the Spirit, let us join the whole people of God in Christ Jesus in praying for the church, those in need, and all of
God's creation.
Gracious Lord, the unfolding of your words gives light to those who love your name throughout the world. Fill the hearts
of all preachers and teachers with your wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Your earth is filled with abundant life: fish, animals, and plants of all shapes and sizes, from the smallest shrub to the
greatest tree. Teach us to conserve these gifts for the benefit of all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Righteous God, people of all nations clamor for justice. Give their leaders understanding minds to discern between good
and evil, govern wisely, and listen to their suffering people. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Faithful One, we trust that all things work together for good. Bring hope to those who have no job, who have no place to
call home, or who are in any need especially, Tim, Frieda, Joe, Bill & Kathy, Jim, Raymond, George, Wanda Jean, Helen,
Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Search our hearts and minds and open the doors of this congregation to those who seek refuge or need a place to belong,
that all who come to us find shelter in our life together. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Your face shines upon those faithful servants who now rest with you in your heavenly kingdom. Remind us that neither
death nor life can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
At this time we will offer silent prayer, especially for the people of Israel, Palestine, the Ukraine, Nigeria and all places of
conflict. We also lift up the prayers of our hearts.
Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
*OFFERING PRAYER
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at
your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.
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*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals, the seas
and stars were whole and well in your praise. When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to
form us again into one.
In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death, we await that day when all the
peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be
gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever. Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Everyone who hungers, come to the table.
Eat what is good, that you may live.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The inner ring of individual cups has grape
juice.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN #495: We Who Once Were Dead
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The God of all grace, who has called you to eternal glory in Christ, restore, support, strengthen, and + bless you
by the power of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
POST-COMMNUNION CANTICLE #884: Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We thank you, Lord of heaven and earth,
that you have fed us in a way our hearts can understand,
with the saving body and blood of Jesus Christ.
Enliven us by your presence in this meal,
that we may be your presence in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
May God the sower
make you good and fertile soil.
May Christ the seed
bloom and grow in your words and actions.
May the fruitful Spirit
bring forth a bountiful yield in your lives.
God the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #519: Open your Ears, O Faithful People
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Voluntary on ‘Holy Manna’ – arr. Wilbur Held
The flowers this week are given by Jan & George Leikauf in celebration of George & Aaron’s birthdays.
9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Sally Foster
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Cardinal
Attendance Last Week:
38
Attendance last year:
56
Weekly Budgeted Need :
$ 2,640.27
Last Week’s Giving:
$ 1,266.00
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
$ 79,208.08
Year to Date Receipts:
$ 82,007.70
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 74,136.54
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