Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your
Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are counted. 31So do not
be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.
29

Matthew 10: 29-39

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Second Sunday after Pentecost – June 22, 2014
PO Box 411
Mars, PA 16046-0411
www.stjohnchurchmars.org
Phone: 724-625-1830
email: office@stjohnchurchmars.org
Pastor’s cell: 724-766-6686 Pastor’s email: pastormarkbringman@gmail.com
Rev. Mark Bringman, Pastor
1
John Thickey, Director
of Music

We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Second Sunday after Pentecost – June 22, 2014
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today's second reading includes the apostolic greeting that begins
the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In
the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than
a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus
Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as
we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith.
PRELUDE: In Heavenly Love Abiding – Michael Cox
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
In the presence of God, who sees our hearts and our minds,
let us confess our sin.

God our strength,
we confess that we are captive to the power of sin
that dwells within us.
We put ourselves first and others last.
What we think will make us happy
leaves us longing for more.
Even when we want to do what is good,
we find ourselves doing the opposite.
Rescue us from death's grip on our lives,
and raise us up day by day,
that we may be alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Amen.
Sisters and brothers,
all have fallen short of the glory of God;
therefore we are justified by God's grace as a gift.
Nothing can separate us
from the love of God in + Christ Jesus,
in whom we have forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation.
Amen.
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*GATHERING SONG #522: As We Gather at Your Table
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the
wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your
will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7 – 13 (page 722 in Old Testament)
Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and persecution. Yet Jeremiah is
confident that God will be a strong protector against his enemies and commits his life into God's hands.
7

O LORD, you have enticed me,
and I was enticed;
you have overpowered me,
and you have prevailed.
I have become a laughingstock all day long;
everyone mocks me.
8
For whenever I speak, I must cry out,
I must shout, "Violence and destruction!"
For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.
9
If I say, "I will not mention him,
or speak any more in his name,"
then within me there is something like a burning fire
shut up in my bones;
I am weary with holding it in,
and I cannot.
10
For I hear many whispering:
"Terror is all around!
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!"
All my close friends
are watching for me to stumble.
"Perhaps he can be enticed,
and we can prevail against him,
and take our revenge on him."
11
But the LORD is with me like a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble,
and they will not prevail.
They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.
Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.
12
O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous,
you see the heart and the mind;
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.
13
Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!
For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 69
1. Let not your people be ashamed
Of me in anything;
Let them not be disgraced by me,
Lord God of hosts, our King.

4. “Let me not sink deep in the mire,
Save me from every foe;
Lord, save me from the waterfloods,
Let them not overflow.

2. Surely for you I suffered scorn
And shame covered my face;
I am a stranger to my own,
An alien to my race.

5. Let not the deep swallow me up,
The Pit close over me;
In your compassion, Lord, and love,
Turn to me, hear my plea.”

3. My zealousness to save your house
Consumes me totally;
The scorn of those who scorn you, Lord,
Has fallen down on me.
A New Metrical Psalter by Christopher Webber

Tune: Twenty Fourth

SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11 (page 156 in New Testament)
In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ's death. Our lives in the present are marked and shaped by his
crucifixion, just as our lives in the future will be marked and shaped by his resurrection.
b

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin go on
living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
4
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection
like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no
longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we
will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 10:24-39 (page 10 in New Testament)
Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition, requiring absolute trust in God and an
unswerving commitment to their Lord.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
24

A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25it is enough for the disciple to be like the
teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they
malign those of his household!
26
So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not
become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the
housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and
body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.
30
And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.
32
Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven;
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33

but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.
34
Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.
35
For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
36
and one's foes will be members of one's own household.
37
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is
not worthy of me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #603: God, When Human Bonds Are Broken
* APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Strengthened by the Spirit who gives us words to speak and hearts that care, let us bring our hopes and needs to God who
listens.
We pray for healing worship, that your love will fill our hearts through our songs and prayers and give us strength to
spread your word. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for healing growth, that this land you have made will continue to sustain life of all kinds—plants, animals, and
people. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for healing words among peoples and places where violence, mistrust, anger, and division reign. Send your Spirit
to bring much-needed peace to our relationships and our world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for healing rest for those whose bodies and spirits are weary and in pain especially Frieda, Joe, Bill & Kathy,
Jim, Raymond, George, Wanda Jean, Helen, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen. Surround
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them with your care and love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for healing time, when we can focus on you and your renewing love. Amidst our busy lives, help us to stop,
focus, and rest in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for healing hope for those whose loved ones have died, and give thanks for the lives of those who have gone
before us in faith. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, God of mercy, confident that all things are in your hands. In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen.
*HEALING SERVICE
Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent the disciples to continue this work of
healing—with prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the name of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the
world, we now entrust to God all who are in need of healing.
*LAYING ON OF HANDS
Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign of healing and wholeness in the name of the triune God.
Those who wish to receive laying on of hands (and anointing) approach and, as conditions permit, they may kneel. Pastor
Mark will lay his hands upon the heads of those that come forward, and if they desire, anoint their heads with oil, making
the sign of the cross, reminding us that healing is a sign of God’s kingdom.
Father in heaven, for Jesus' sake, send your Holy Spirit upon your servant, name; drive away all sickness of body and
spirit; make whole that which is broken; deliver her/him from the power of evil; and preserve her/him in true faith, to
share in the power of Christ's resurrection and to serve you with all the saints now and evermore.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
*OFFERING PRAYER
God of mercy and grace,
the eyes of all wait upon you,
and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table,
that we may come to the help of all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.
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*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty,
undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals, the seas
and stars were whole and well in your praise. When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to
form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
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shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death, we await that day when all the
peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, so let your Church be
gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever. Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Everyone who hungers, come to the table.
Eat what is good, that you may live.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The inner ring of individual cups has grape
juice.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN #613: Thy Holy Wings
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The God of all grace, who has called you to eternal glory in Christ, restore, support, strengthen, and + bless you
by the power of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We thank you, Lord of heaven and earth,
that you have fed us in a way our hearts can understand,
with the saving body and blood of Jesus Christ.
Enliven us by your presence in this meal,
that we may be your presence in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
May God the sower
make you good and fertile soil.
May Christ the seed
bloom and grow in your words and actions.
May the fruitful Spirit
bring forth a bountiful yield in your lives.
God the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #547: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Foundation – Bonnie Barrett

9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Christine Dishong
Communion Assistant:
Sally Foster
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Dishong
Attendance Last Week:
65
Weekly Budgeted Need:
$ 2,640.27
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
$ 66,066.73
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 57,615.67

Attendance last year:
Last Week’s Giving:
Year to Date Receipts:

57
$ 5,760.40
$ 69,426.70
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