He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him.
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Fourth Sunday in Lent – March 30, 2014
Today's gospel tells of Jesus' temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In
the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical
focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God's
mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead.
PRELUDE: ‘Choral Dorien’ – Jehan Alain
ANNOUNCEMENTS
* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our
salvation. Amen.
Come, let us acknowledge our sin and seek God's face, that we may live.
Holy God,
we confess that we have turned away
from you and from our neighbors,
and in toward ourselves.
We have sought security in possessions
and the place of power in relationships.
We have trusted ourselves most of all.
Turn us back to you, O God.
In your mercy, forgive our sinfulness
and cleanse us from guilt and shame.
Guide us on the path of freedom
that is your gift to us in Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Hear for yourselves:
There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
In the waters of baptism
grace abounds for you and for all.
God turns to you in love
and puts away every sin, every wrong turn,
for the sake of + Jesus,
the one God sent to save the world.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG #673 God, Whose Almighty Word
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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* KYRIE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring light
into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-6 (page 66 in the Old Testament in the front)
This is the beginning of the ten commands that God gives to Moses as the foundation of the Torah (law in Hebrew). Of
particular note for today’s lessons is the clauses in verses 5 and 6 – punishment can extend 4 generations at most but
blessing extends for thousands of generations.
Then God spoke these words:
2”
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have
no other gods before me.”
4”
You shall not make for yourself and idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord
your God, am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and fourth generation of those who
reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation—of those who love me and keep my commandments.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 23

1

The LORD | is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
2
The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3
You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name's sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R
SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 (page 194 in the New Testament in the back)
Because we now live in the divine light that is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so
that our activity is truly pleasing to God.
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light — 9for the fruit of the
light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly;
13
but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
"Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you."
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: John 9:1-41 (page 102 in the New Testament in the back) – please be seated
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the things of God.
The gospel according to John.
Glory to you O Lord.
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?" 3Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that
God's works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming
when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 6When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man's eyes, 7saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?" 9Some were saying, "It is he."
Others were saying, "No, but it is someone like him." He kept saying, "I am the man." 10But they kept asking him, "Then
how were your eyes opened?" 11He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,
'Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I went and washed and received my sight." 12They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I
do not know."
13
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus
made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to
them, "He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see." 16Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God,
for he does not observe the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And they
were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened." He said,
"He is a prophet."
18
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the
man who had received his sight 19and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?" 20His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself." 22His parents
said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."
24
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, "Give glory to God! We
know that this man is a sinner." 25He answered, "I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I
was blind, now I see." 26They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 27He answered them, "I
have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?" 28Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from." 30The man answered, "Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 34They
answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?" And they drove him out.
35
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"
36
He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him." 37Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and
the one speaking with you is he." 38He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, "I came into this
world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind." 40Some of the
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Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are we?"
you would not have sin. But now that you say, 'We see,' your sin remains.

41

Jesus said to them, "If you were blind,

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #793: Be Thou My Vision
* APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Returning to the Lord, our God, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of God's creation.
Anoint your church, O God, so that as children of light we shine brightly in a world that longs to know you. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Restore the green pastures and still waters of this earth and lead us to be responsible stewards of all that you have created.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Shepherd all peoples. Break the barriers of hatred and prejudice between those of different races, faiths, genders, age,
ability, and sexual orientation, that we live peaceably together. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bring goodness and mercy to all who suffer especially Frieda, Bill & Kathy, Jim, Raymond, George, Wanda Jean, Helen,
Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen, ), that they not want for anything. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Be present in this assembly and open our eyes so that we look, not on outward appearance, but upon one another's hearts.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You have prepared a table for all who believe in you. We give you thanks for all our brothers and sisters in Christ who
now dwell in your house forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY – ‘Wondrous Love’ – David N. Johnson
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these
your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for
the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify
you. You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the rock. We praise you for Christ, our
Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert, pouring out his life for the world.
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, that we may be
revived for our journey by the love of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table prepared for you. Taste the overflowing grace of God.
COMMUNION
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape
contains grape juice.
AGNUS DEI: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #779: Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of mercy, we give you thanks for seating us at your table and serving us with the food of eternal life. We who once
were dead are now living members of your Son, awakened by the breathing of your Spirit. Send us out to awaken others
to the mystery of your love, which is revealed to all the world in the one who came to give himself away, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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*BLESSING
God the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit watch over your going out and your coming in from this time forth and
forevermore. Amen.
*SENDING SONG #843 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
POSTLUDE: ‘Air’ – Jean-Baptiste de Boussèt
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
______________________________________________________________________________________________
8:00 am
10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Marlene Strabel
Assisting Minister:
Martha Ward
Communion Assistant:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Acolyte:
Nick King
Lector:
Lector:
Usher:
Usher:
Leikauf
Attendance Last Week:
79
Attendance last year:
92
Weekly Budgeted Need:
$ 2,640.27
Last Week’s Giving:
$ 2, 060.00
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
$ 34,323.50
Year to Date Receipts:
$31, 712.07
YTD Actual Expense: $
$ 31,333.19
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39383. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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