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'The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go

therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.'
Matthew 22:8-10
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost – October 12, 2014
In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus' parable about
a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table
before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God that surpasses all understanding. With great
joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting
for the abundant life of God.
PRELUDE: Improvisation on ‘Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation’
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Sovereign over all the earth, the Wisdom from on high, our merciful Judge
and Savior. Amen.
Let us boldly approach the throne of grace, trusting in God's mercy and love.
Generous and faithful God,
we confess to you all the ways,
known and unknown,
that we reject and undermine your steadfast love.
Though you made us your people,
we treat strangers with suspicion.
Though you forgave our debts,
we collect without mercy.
Yet we are quick to pass judgment on others.
Have mercy on us, O God,
and remember your promise to us,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. Through the living Word, + Jesus Christ,
God forgives your every debt, your every sin, and gives you a new heart and a new spirit. Amen.
*GATHERING SONG #522: As We Gather at Your Table
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with abundance. Call us
again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of
righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1–9 (page 652 in Old Testament)
After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a wonderful victory banquet at
which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster swallowing everyone up—will be swallowed up
forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation.
O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 2For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a
city no more, it will never be rebuilt.
3
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 4For you have been a refuge to
the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of
the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 5the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade
of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.
6
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of
rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 7And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is
cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will
wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has
spoken.
9
It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.This is the
LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-23
1. O praise the Lord, for he is good;
give thanks recount his ways.
What tongue can tell his mighty deeds
or fully sing his praise?
How blest are all who choose the right
and do God’s will alone.
O Lord, reveal to me the grace
you promised for your own.

2. Both we and all before us sinned;
rebellious is our race.
In Egypt’s land our parents walked
forgetful of your grace.
You piled up waves like solid walls,
dried pathways through the sea
so that your people might be saved,
but drowned their enemy.

3. At Horeb, Israel made a calf,
before an image kneeled,
exchanged their Glory for an ox
that eats grass in the field.
They soon forgot their cov’nant God
and all his saving ways,
but Moses claimed the promised grace
and turned God’s wrath away.
Text by Marie Post
Tune: Forest Green
Text © 1987 CRC Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission, CCLI #3219012
SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9 (page198 in New Testament)
Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to
God no matter what the circumstance. God's peace is with us and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ,
especially when things around us do not seem peaceful.
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this
way, my beloved.
2
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the
rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.
4
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is
6
near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.
8
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will
be with you.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 22:1 – 14 (page 24 in New Testament)
Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God's kingdom are available to all, but the invitation is not to be
taken lightly.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but
they would not come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying, 'Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.' 5But
they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated
them, and killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then
he said to his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore into the main streets, and
invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.' 10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they
found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.
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But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, 12and
he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?' And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to
the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.' 14For many are called, but few are chosen."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #462: Now We Join in Celebration
*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.
Sing a love song to us, O God, with verses that rouse us to be the church in a world where faith is met with cynicism. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Come near us, Lord God. Let your church rejoice at your banquet where all are invited and welcomed, washed and fed,
forgiven and chosen. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Come near us, Lord God. Let your creation rejoice in green pastures, beside still waters, on mountaintops, in harvested
fields, along city streets, down country roads, and throughout the valleys. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Come near us, Lord God. Let your world rejoice in peace which surpasses understanding, at tables overflowing with good
food and drink, and where shrouds of sorrow are lifted. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Come near us, Lord God. Let your people rejoice with faces wiped free of tears, minds unbound from disgrace, bodies
freed from suffering, and souls restored, especially we pray for Robert, Tim, Frieda, Joe, Bill & Kathy, Jim, Raymond,
George, Wanda Jean, Helen, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Come near us, Lord God. Let your faithful rejoice in every assembly, in praise and singing, word and deed, unrestrained
from worry and unchained from fear. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Come near us, Lord God. Let those who wait for you rejoice with all the saints, whose names are in the book of life and
who now sit at the great feast with you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Trusting in your mercy and goodness, we bring before you these prayers and whatever else you see that we need, in the
name of the one who sets us free, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN #362: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing, vs. 1-4
(All stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward)

6

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one bread, so let your church
be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and
forever. Amen.
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life given for us
and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Everyone who hungers, come to the table. Eat what is good, that you may live.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has
grape juice.
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COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

*COMMUNION HYMN #464: Bread of Life
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
May you be strengthened by this meal of grace until all are one in the kingdom of heaven. Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
O God, the host at every meal, at this table you spread out a feast for all peoples, the bread of life and the cup of salvation.
Send us from this banquet to invite others into these good things, to let justice roll down like waters, and to care for the
least of our sisters and brothers; through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and our Savior.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The blessing of almighty God,
the Father of glory,
+ Jesus Christ our peace,
and the Spirit of truth,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG (see next page) – Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Praeludium in A Major – J.S. Bach
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Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation

The flowers this week are given by Katie and Erik Holm in celebration of their 7th wedding anniversary on Oct. 20.
8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Need:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Dave Knauff

58
$ 2,640.27
$108,251.04
$103,738.90

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance last year:
Last Week’s Giving:
Year to Date Receipts:

Sally Foster
Denise Hager
Madison Cardinal
Valerie Cardinal
79
$ 5,602.50
$111,352.50
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