42

Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The stone that the

builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is
amazing in our eyes'?
Matthew 21:42
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost – October 5, 2014
Jesus' parable about two sons who don't do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God, such as prostitutes and
tax collectors going before others into God's kingdom. In the reading from Ezekiel the people question whether the ways
of the Lord are unfair; instead they are to repent and turn to the Lord. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of
humility, looking to the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our
lives for the sake of our needy world.
PRELUDE: Two settings of ‘Mit Freuden Zart’ – Gerald Near & Michael Helman
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Sovereign over all the earth, the Wisdom from on high, our merciful Judge
and Savior. Amen.
Let us boldly approach the throne of grace, trusting in God's mercy and love.
Generous and faithful God,
we confess to you all the ways,
known and unknown,
that we reject and undermine your steadfast love.
Though you made us your people,
we treat strangers with suspicion.
Though you forgave our debts,
we collect without mercy.
Yet we are quick to pass judgment on others.
Have mercy on us, O God,
and remember your promise to us,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. Through the living Word, + Jesus Christ,
God forgives your every debt, your every sin, and gives you a new heart and a new spirit. Amen.
*GATHERING SONG #727: Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those
things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1 – 7 (page 634 in Old Testament)
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this song Israel is
compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God's loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth "wild grapes"
of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile
hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and
hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.
3
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.
4
What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?
5
And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.
7
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting;
he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 19: 1-6
1 The heavens above declare God’s praise,
The work his hands have made;
Day after day his power is shown,
And night by night displayed.

3 Forth like a bridegroom comes the sun
From its appointed place,
And like a hero on his course
Rejoices in the race.

2 There is no utterance or speech,
No voice is ever heard,
Yet to all nations comes the sound,
To every place their word.

4 It runs from East to farthest West
To make its course complete,
And nothing in the world beneath
Escapes its scorching heat.

From: A New Metrical Psalter

Tune: Dundee

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b– 14 (page 198 in New Testament)
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right relationship
he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ's resurrection motivates him to press on toward the
ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.
4b

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
7
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss
of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness
of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on
faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in
his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
12
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own,
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own but this one thing I
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 21:33 - 46 (page 24 in New Testament)
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring
about the fulfillment of scripture.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
33

Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine
press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had
come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed
another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way.
37
Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' 39So they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" 41They said to
him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the
produce at the harvest time."
42
Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'?
43
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the
fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it
falls."
45
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them.
46
They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #342: There in God’s Garden
*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.
Sing a love song to us, O God, with verses that rouse us to be the church in a world where faith is met with cynicism. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Sing a love song to us, O God, with verses that motivate us to rebuild where storms have torn down, droughts have sucked
dry, and waters have flooded. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Sing a love song to us, O God, with verses that provoke us to create change where there is injustice, freedom where there
is captivity, and harmony where there is violence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Sing a love song to us, O God, with verses that compel us to provide relief to those who suffer, especially Robert, Tim,
Frieda, Joe, Bill & Kathy, Jim, Raymond, George, Wanda Jean, Helen, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed, Fred & Jane, and
David & Ellen, comfort to those who mourn, protection to those who are vulnerable, and compassion to those who are
scorned. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Sing a love song to us, O God, with verses that lift us out of complacency and into our communities to share the priceless
gift of knowing Christ Jesus as Lord. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Sing a love song to us, O God, with verses that assure us of eternal life, where, together with all your saints, we will join
you in a song that has no end. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Trusting in your mercy and goodness, we bring before you these prayers and whatever else you see that we need, in the
name of the one who sets us free, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN #796: How Firm a Foundation
(All stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward)

*OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one bread, so let your church
be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and
forever. Amen.
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life given for us
and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
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*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Everyone who hungers, come to the table. Eat what is good, that you may live.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has
grape juice.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

*COMMUNION HYMN #595: Jesus Loves Me!
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
May you be strengthened by this meal of grace until all are one in the kingdom of heaven. Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O God, the host at every meal, at this table you spread out a feast for all peoples, the bread of life and the cup of salvation.
Send us from this banquet to invite others into these good things, to let justice roll down like waters, and to care for the
least of our sisters and brothers; through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and our Savior.
Amen.
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*BLESSING
The blessing of almighty God,
the Father of glory,
+ Jesus Christ our peace,
and the Spirit of truth,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #835: All Creatures, Worship God Most High!
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: ‘All Creatures Worship God Most High’ – Mark Sedio
The flowers this week are given by Sherry and Bob Davidson in honor of their grandson, Brody, who will celebrate
his second birthday on October 8.
8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Dave Knauff
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
43
Weekly Budgeted Need:
$ 2,640.27
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
$ 97,689.96
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 89,373.37

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Sally Foster
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance last year:
69
Last Week’s Giving:
$ 877.00
Year to Date Receipts:
$105,750.00
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