A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in
the vineyard today.' He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his
29

mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and
30

he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not go.
Matthew 21:28-31
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost – September 28, 2014

Jesus' parable about two sons who don't do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God, such as
prostitutes and tax collectors going before others into God's kingdom. In the reading from Ezekiel the people
question whether the ways of the Lord are unfair; instead they are to repent and turn to the Lord. Paul urges us
to look to Christ as a model of humility, looking to the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the
broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.
PRELUDE: ‘Prelude in F’ – Theodore Dubois
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Sovereign over all the earth, the Wisdom from on high, our merciful Judge
and Savior. Amen.
Let us boldly approach the throne of grace, trusting in God's mercy and love.
Generous and faithful God,
we confess to you all the ways,
known and unknown,
that we reject and undermine your steadfast love.
Though you made us your people,
we treat strangers with suspicion.
Though you forgave our debts,
we collect without mercy.
Yet we are quick to pass judgment on others.
Have mercy on us, O God,
and remember your promise to us,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. Through the living Word, + Jesus Christ,
God forgives your every debt, your every sin, and gives you a new heart and a new spirit. Amen.
*GATHERING SONG #526: God is Here!
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep
us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1 – 4, 25-32 (page 784 in Old Testament)

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or who
think they cannot turn from their wicked ways. God insistently invites people to turn and live.
The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land
of Israel, "The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge"? 3As I live, says the
Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the
parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.
25
Yet you say, "The way of the LORD is unfair." Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it
not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity,
they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn
away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life.
28
Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall
surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, "The way of the LORD is unfair." O house of
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
30
Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD.
Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will
3

you die, O house of Israel?
live.

For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and

32

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 25: 3-9
1 Show me your ways, O Lord, my God,
And teach my feet your path, I pray;
For my salvation comes from you,
I trust in you throughout the day.

3 Gracious and upright is the Lord;
He teaches sinners in his way;
He guides the humble toward the right,
Instructs the lowly day by day.

2 Remember your compassion, Lord,
Your steadfast love of ancient days,
And in that love remember me,
Remember not my youthful ways.

4 The pathways of the Lord are love
And faithfulness to all his own
Who keep his covenant and all
The testimonies he made known.

From: A New Metrical Psalter

Tune: Canonbury

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1– 13 (page 197 in New Testament)

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the
selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ's selfless perspective is to be the essential
perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better
than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human
likeness.
And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every
name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
12
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more
now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you,
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 21:23 - 32 (page 23 in New Testament)

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is
questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was
teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?" 24Jesus
said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what
authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?" And they
argued with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' 26But
if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet." 27So they answered
Jesus, "We do not know."And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these
things.
28
What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.' 29He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the
second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his
father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not
change your minds and believe him.
23

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #712: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
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suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's creation.

Fill your church throughout the world with the spirit to work for your pleasure. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Teach us how to value and enjoy the beauty of your creation with humility and to set aside selfish ambitions in
how we share its resources. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Refresh the people of all nations with your compassion and love and give us the same mind in Christ, living in
peace with loving hearts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Rush to the aid of those who wait for you, especially Robert, Tim, Frieda, Joe, Bill & Kathy, Jim, Raymond, George,
Wanda Jean, Helen, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen. Heal their pain, mend their
brokenness, take away their sorrow, lift them out of their troubles, and relieve their burdens. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Encourage us in our lives together. Lead us in your path and teach us to care for the needs of the poor, the
exploited, and the outcast. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Make our joy complete in the knowledge of the good news of the resurrection. Console those who mourn and
give us the assurance of your presence in this life and the next. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Trusting in your mercy and goodness, we bring before you these prayers and whatever else you see that we need, in the
name of the one who sets us free, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN #691: Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring
*OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one bread, so let your church
be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and
forever. Amen.
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*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
7

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life given for us
and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Everyone who hungers, come to the table. Eat what is good, that you may live.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has
grape juice.
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COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

*COMMUNION HYMN #472: Eat This Bread
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
May you be strengthened by this meal of grace until all are one in the kingdom of heaven. Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O God, the host at every meal, at this table you spread out a feast for all peoples, the bread of life and the cup of salvation.
Send us from this banquet to invite others into these good things, to let justice roll down like waters, and to care for the
least of our sisters and brothers; through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and our Savior.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The blessing of almighty God,
the Father of glory,
+ Jesus Christ our peace,
and the Spirit of truth,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #634: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: ‘Grand Chorus in Bb’ – Theodore Dubois
8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Matt Claus
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Strabel
Attendance Last Week:
87
Weekly Budgeted Need:
$ 2,640.27
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
$ 97,689.96
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 89,373.37

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Martha Ward
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance last year:
78
Last Week’s Giving:
$ 1,575.00
Year to Date Receipts:
$104,873.00
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