" 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My
Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."
- John 22:27-28
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Second Sunday of Easter – April 12, 2015
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ's presence, mostly through the
glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With
Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are
transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in
need.
PRELUDE: We Walk by Faith – James Biery
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG #363: Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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*GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*THIS IS THE FEAST
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection.
by the grace of Christ among us,
enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING: Acts 4:32–35 (page 122 in New Testament)
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community shared what they
owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need.
32

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership
of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for
as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles' feet,
and it was distributed to each as any had need.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 133

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:2:2 (page 238 in New Testament)
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality has been sin. God
cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ's death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God's light.
Chapter 1
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we
have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life — 2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and
testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us — 3we declare to you what
we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with
his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
4
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This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no
darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what
is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If
we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we
say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
Chapter 2
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but
also for the sins of the whole world.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: John 20:19–31 (page 115 in New Testament)
The story of Easter continues as the risen Lord appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who
entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 20After he said
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them
again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and
said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of
any, they are retained."
24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other
disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and
my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have come to believe."
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these
are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may
have life in his name.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
5

*HYMN OF THE DAY: O Sons and Daughters

*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident that the resurrection of Christ has defeated sin and death, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
people in need.
For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus give life to
all people, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For sun and moon, land and sea, and all living creatures, that the beauty of creation reveal God's good pleasure, let us
pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the leaders of the world and those who work for peace, that all live together in unity and work for the common good,
let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For those who doubt, the sick, the poor, the imprisoned, and those who are in any need, especially Nan, Jim, John, Robert,
Frieda, Joe, Bill & Kathy, Jim, Raymond, Wanda Jean, Helen, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Fred & Jane, and David &
Ellen, that advocates be raised up in their midst to provide healing and wholeness, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For those who join in community here, and for those who are absent from our gathering, that all proclaim with Thomas,
"My Lord and my God," let us pray. Have mercy, O God. Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for those who have died in the faith, and for the faith they have made possible in our midst: that Christ has
destroyed death and brought eternal life, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
Holy God, by the death and resurrection of your Son, you have granted new life, abundant renewal, and salvation. Hear
our prayers for the sake of the one who has set us free, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN #646: The Peace of the Lord
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.
Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
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You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN: Be Not Afraid
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Life-giving God,
in the mystery of Christ's resurrection
you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life,
and the bread of life to nourish your people.
Send us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection,
that we may show your glory to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children
through the resurrection of his Son our Lord,
bestow upon you the riches of his blessing.
Amen.
May God, who through the waters of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life,
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever.
Amen.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer,
bring you to your eternal inheritance.
Amen.
And may the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you forever.
Amen.
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*SENDING SONG: We Walk by Faith

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
POSTLUDE: Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain – Robert Buckley Farlee
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8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Clarence Strabel
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Chuck Olescyski
Attendance Last Week:
114
Weekly Budgeted Need: $ 2,755.44
YTD Budgeted Expenses: $ 41,331.53
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 40,277.78

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance last year:
Last Week’s Giving:
Year to Date Receipts:
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Martha Ward

$
$

73
6,758.00
40,367.84

