“35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to
me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be
thirsty.”

John 6:35
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost – August 2, 2015
Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a sign of his power; perhaps it
is daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel when people want a sign, Jesus offers himself. He is the bread come
from heaven to give life to the world. He calls us to come to him and believe in him, and through that relationship to know
the one who sent him.
PRELUDE: O Living Bread from Heaven – Johannes Brahms
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
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In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG #480: O Bread of Life from Heaven
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love,
you place your gifts before us;
we eat and are satisfied.
Fill us and this world in all its need
with the life that comes only from you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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FIRST READING: Exodus16: 2-4, 9-15
A food crisis becomes a faith crisis for the Israelites in the wilderness. The hungry people forget God’s saving work in the
exodus, and they wish for the food they had in Egypt. Nevertheless, God miraculously meets their needs, with manna for
bread and quail for meat.
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The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The Israelites
said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our
fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
4
Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and
gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not.”
9
Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, „Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard
your complaining.‟ ” 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness,
and the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11 The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12“I have heard the complaining of
the Israelites; say to them, „At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you
shall know that I am the LORD your God.‟ ”
13
In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp.
14
When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the
ground. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses
said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 78:23-29
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:1-16
Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in various forms of ministry, whose goal is equipping the saints and
building up Christ’s one body.
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I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called,
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3making every effort to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your
calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.
7
But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ‟s gift. 8Therefore it is said, When he ascended
on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people.”
9
(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10He
who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he
gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must no longer be children,
tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people‟s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful
scheming. 15 But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working
properly, promotes the body‟s growth in building itself up in love.
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: John 6:24–35
Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him throughout the countryside. Jesus
challenges them to consider the real nature of their quest.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
24

When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they themselves got into the boats
and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus.
25
When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” 26Jesus
answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of
the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man
will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform
the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30So
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they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you
performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, „He gave them bread from heaven to eat.‟ ”
32
Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my
Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and
gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”
35
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in
me will never be thirsty.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #485: I Am the Bread of Life
*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered by the Holy Spirit and fed by the word, we come together as the people of God to pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.
We pray for the church. Raise up prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers, and others who equip the saints for the work of
ministry and build up the body of Christ. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the restoration of your creation to the beauty you intended. Send rain for the fields so that crops grow and
wildlife flourishes. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for leaders around the world. Call them to lead with patience, humility, and gentleness, bearing with one another
in love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for refugees, families who are separated because of war, medical personnel, and emergency workers. We pray for
all who are dying, hospitalized, or ill this day, especially Denise, Frieda, Kathy, Jim, Raymond, Wanda Jean, Francis &
Grace, Kathryn, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for our congregation, that it be ready to welcome those you send to us. We pray for all visitors, those who long
for connection with a community, and those who are searching for meaning in their lives. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
We give thanks for the saints with whom we are united in baptism. Sustain us in our lives of faith until we gather with
them at the heavenly banquet. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into your hands, loving God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the grace of Jesus our Savior. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN #483: Here Is Bread
(Please stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward.)
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you,
and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table,
that we may come to the help of all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus said, "Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty."
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread
and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental
grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has grape juice.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN #496: One Bread, One Body
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy table
you have fed us again with the food of everlasting life.
Send us with your blessing to seek the good of our neighbor
and call others to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
*BLESSING
Almighty and merciful God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless, preserve, and keep you
this day and forevermore. Amen.
*SENDING SONG #536: God Be With You Till We Meet Again
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in love, as Christ loved us.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Fugue in C major – Dietrich Buxtehude
The flowers this week are given by Erin & Jamie Weaver in celebration of Denise Hager and Brentley Hager’s
birthdays.
9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Missy Kramer
Communion Assistant: Christine Dishong
Acolyte:
Usher:
John Tully
Attendance Last Week:
44
(figure based on att. cards)
Weekly Budgeted Need:
$ 2,755.44
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
$ 85,418.71
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 79,149.07

Attendance last year:
Last Week’s Giving:
Year to Date Receipts:

67
$ 1, 660.00
$79,101.53

God Gave Commandment to the Skies –text: Psalm 78:23-29, para. by Christopher L. Webber; music: O Jesu Christe,
wahres Licht, from Gesangbuch, Nürnberg, 1676. Text © 2008, Christopher L. Webber.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39383.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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