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Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and come out of him!"

And
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the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came
out of him.

~Mark 1: 25-26

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany – February 1, 2015
PO Box 411
Mars, PA 16046-04111
www.stjohnchurchmars.org
Phone: 724-625-1830
email: office@stjohnchurchmars.org
Rev. Robert Newpher, Interim Pastor
Jacob Gordon, Director of Music
1

We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.

HOLY COMMUNION
The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany – February 1, 2015
In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in Psalm 111 God shows the
people the power of God's works. For the church these are ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in
Jesus' actions and words. We encounter that authority in God's word, around which we gather, the word that trumps any
lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus.
PRELUDE: Variations on “Jesus Shall Reign” – David Cherwien
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
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*GATHERING SONG #310: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Compassionate God,
you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence
and continually reveal your Son as our Savior.
Bring wholeness to all that is broken
and speak truth to us in our confusion,
that all creation will see and know your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15–20 (page 174 in Old Testament)
Today's reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the Israelite community as the
people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the people that God will continue to guide them through
prophets who will proclaim the divine word.
15

The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you shall heed such
a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: "If I
hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die." 17Then the LORD replied to
me: "They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I
will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does
not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks
in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak
— that prophet shall die."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 111
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8: 1–13 (page 171 in New Testament)
Paul is concerned about how some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as license to engage in nonChristian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impressionable, believers. Christians have a responsibility to
each other that their behavior does not cause a sister or brother to sin.
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that "all of us possess knowledge." Knowledge puffs up, but
love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who
loves God is known by him.
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Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that "no idol in the world really exists," and that "there
is no God but one." 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth — as in fact there are many
gods and many lords — 6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.
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It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until
now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8Food
will not bring us close to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this
liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who possess
knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of
eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But
when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.
13
Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:21 –28 (page 35 in New Testament)
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The story has barely begun, and already the battle is joined. Jesus sides with humanity against every force that would
bring death and disease. These forces recognize Jesus and know what his power means for them. This, however, is only
the first fight. The war will go on much longer.
+21

They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 22They were
astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their
synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you
come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God." 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and come
out of him!" 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all
amazed, and they kept on asking one another, "What is this? A new teaching — with authority! He commands even the
unclean spirits, and they obey him." 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #665: Rise, Shine, You People!
*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called to know, love, and follow you, O God, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
Prophetic God, inspire your church to speak with authority and act with strength where the powers of evil are most
oppressive and human hearts yearn for dignity and compassion. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Drive out the demons of greed and carelessness that wound creation through pollution and over use. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Send prophets of wisdom and courage to our nation. Move us beyond partisan divisions to a common search for liberty
and justice. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Healer of our every ill, bring hope and solace to those who struggle with depression. Set free those burdened by feelings
6

of guilt, shame, and worthlessness. Visit the sick with your compassionate Spirit especially Nan, Jim, John, Robert,
Frieda, Joe, Bill & Kathy, Jim, Raymond, George, Wanda Jean, Helen, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Ed, Fred & Jane, and
David & Ellen. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Call this assembly to expand our vision to see your kingdom present and working among us. Free us from all that hinders
us from following you, and be with our bishop and call committee as they seek a new pastor for this congregation. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Strengthen the witness of preachers, teachers, and all who proclaim the gospel in the assembly and the witness of parish
nurses, counselors, spiritual directors, and all who proclaim the gospel in their vocations. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Eternal God, the saints listened to your voice and you freed them to live and love for you. Open our ears to hear you and
follow their example of faith and courage. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Trusting your love and healing, O God, we commend to you all for whom we pray, knowing you will hear and answer,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN #612: Healer of Our Every Ill
(All stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward)
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful,
you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation.
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,
that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE
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*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
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and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has
grape juice.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #484: You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
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*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God of abundance,
with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue forever in the risen life
of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #434: Jesus Shall Reign
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Rise, Shine, You People! – Benjamin Culli
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8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Need:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Matt Claus

Bob Davidson
61
$
$ 11,021.77
$ 5,153.85

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance last year:
Last Week’s Giving:
Year to Date Receipts:

Missy Kramer

$
$

48
418.00
7,624.00
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