.
“ For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him,
and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's
wife, because Herod had married her. 18For John had been telling
Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.”
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~Mark 6:17-18
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost – July 12, 2015
Outdoor Service at Adams Township Park
When Amos told what he saw when God held up the plumb line of justice next to Israel—that the poor were being
trampled—he was a threat to the power of priests and king. John the Baptist also spoke truth to power, and Herod had
him beheaded. In Herod's fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: that all the
prophets killed through the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with them.
Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931
A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite peoples after the First World War, Söderblom also called
attention to the revival of early church worship principles, and helped to lay the groundwork for the World Council of
Churches.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
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In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG: Faith of Our Fathers
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, from you come all holy desires,
all good counsels, and all just works.
Give to us, your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments;
and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies,
may live in peace and quietness,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: Amos 7:7-15
Amos was not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he was an ordinary farmer from Judah (the
southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the northern kingdom). God's word of judgment through Amos
conflicted with the king's court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encountered at Bethel.
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This is what he showed me: the LORD was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand.
And the LORD said to me, "Amos, what do you see?" And I said, "A plumb line." Then the LORD said,
"See, I am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass them by;
9
the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,

8
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and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword."
10
Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying,"Amos has conspired against you in the
very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said,
'Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.'"
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And Amaziah said to Amos, "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there;
13
but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom."
14
Then Amos answered Amaziah, "I am no prophet, nor a prophet's son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of
sycamore trees, 15and the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my
people Israel.'
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 85

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14
In Jesus, all of God's plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus,
we have been chosen as God's children and have been promised eternal salvation.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless
5

before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his
will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all
wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in
Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ
we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things
according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his
glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him,
were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's
own people, to the praise of his glory.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Mark 6: 14–29
As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the Baptist's martyrdom. Like John,
Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of those opposed to the gospel of salvation.
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some were saying, "John the baptizer has been
raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him." 15But others said, "It is Elijah." And others
said, "It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old." 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, "John, whom I beheaded, has
been raised."
17
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias,
his brother Philip's wife, because Herod had married her. 18For John had been telling Herod, "It is not lawful for you to
have your brother's wife." 19And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20for
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was
greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet
for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased
Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it." 23And he solemnly
swore to her, "Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom." 24She went out and said to her mother,
"What should I ask for?" She replied, "The head of John the baptizer." 25Immediately she rushed back to the king and
requested, "I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter." 26The king was deeply grieved; yet
out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27Immediately the king sent a soldier of the
guard with orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28brought his head on a platter, and gave
it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid
it in a tomb.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
6

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY: Let Justice Flow Like Streams

*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered by the Holy Spirit and fed by the word, we come together as the people of God to pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.
Mighty God, raise up prophets in every age who speak truth through and to your church. Inspire preaching in our
congregations so that your life-giving gospel is proclaimed. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Send favorable weather on crops, fields, orchards, and gardens. Provide ample pasture and grazing land for herds and
flocks. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Give us leaders who consider the needs of all, especially those who have no advocate. Protect those who speak truth to
power. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Tend to all victims of violence, those unjustly imprisoned, and those who are running out of hope. Heal those who are sick
and comfort those who grieve, especially Denise, Nan, Jim, Frieda, Kathy, Jim, Raymond, Wanda Jean, Francis & Grace,
Kathryn, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen. Hear us O God. Your mercy is great.
Strengthen families, guide parents and caregivers, and enfold children with the riches of your grace. Send this assembly to
share the gifts of love we have received. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We give thanks for all your saints who were marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit, especially Nathan Soderblom,
Bishop of Uppsala. United with them in baptism, keep us faithful until all things are gathered in Christ. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Into your hands, loving God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the grace of Jesus our Savior. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
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OFFERTORY HYMN: Jesus Loves Me!
(Please stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward.)

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you,
and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table,
that we may come to the help of all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.
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*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done ,on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus said, "Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty."
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN: Morning Has Broken

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Wise and generous God, we thank you that at this holy table
you have fed us again with the food of everlasting life.
Send us with your blessing to seek the good of our neighbor
and call others to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
Almighty and merciful God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless, preserve, and keep you
this day and forevermore. Amen.
*SENDING SONG: Lead On, O King Eternal!
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*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in love, as Christ loved us.
Thanks be to God.
The flowers this week are given by Cindy & Dave Knauff in celebration of their 40th Wedding Anniversary.
9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Kelly Greb
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Laura Greb
Usher:
Cardinal Family
Attendance Last Week:
50
(figure based on att. cards)
Weekly Budgeted Need:
$ 2,755.44
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
$ 77,152.38
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 70,675.99

Attendance last year:
Last Week’s Giving:
Year to Date Receipts:

46
$ 4,182.00
$74,171.53
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