“25And if a house is divided against itself, that house will
not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against
himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has
come.”
~Mark 3:25-26
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Second Sunday after Pentecost – June 7, 2015
A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that he is possessed. He is
possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been
joined to Christ's death and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this
day are sisters and brothers of the Lord. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God.
Seattle, chief of the Duwamish Confederacy, died 1866
Noah Seattle led a coalition of tribes, and convinced them to live peacefully with encroaching white settlers. When he
became a Roman Catholic, he held morning and evening prayer with his tribe. The city of Seattle is named for him.
PRELUDE: Now We Join in Celebration – Gerald Near
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open ,all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
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In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG #825: You Servants of God
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
All-powerful God,
in Jesus Christ you turned death into life
and defeat into victory.
Increase our faith and trust in him,
that we may triumph over all evil
in the strength of the same Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING: Genesis3:8-15
Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither takes responsibility for their sin,
instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. The curse on the snake was understood as a messianic prophecy by
the early church, who associated Eve's "offspring" with Christ.
8

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to
the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" 10He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I
was naked; and I hid myself." 11He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?" 12The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree,
and I ate." 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent
tricked me, and I ate." 14The LORD God said to the serpent,
"Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
15
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 130– HYMN #600: Out of the Depths I Cry to You
The cantor sings the first stanza; all sing stanzas 2 through 4.
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has prepared for us. So we do not despair
no matter what life might bring because we know that as God raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into
eternal life.
But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture — "I believed, and so I spoke"
— we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with
Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more
and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
16
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by
17
day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we
look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is
eternal.
5:1
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.
4:13

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Mark 3:20–35
In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is demon-possessed can cast out
demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the Holy Spirit, sisters and brothers of Christ.
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
20

and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out to
restrain him, for people were saying, "He has gone out of his mind." 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem
said, "He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons." 23And he called them to him, and spoke to
them in parables, "How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.
25
And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself
and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his
property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.
28
Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; 29but whoever
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin" — 30for they had said, "He
has an unclean spirit."
31
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called him. 32A crowd was
sitting around him; and they said to him, "Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you." 33And
he replied, "Who are my mother and my brothers?"34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, "Here are my
mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #652: Built on a Rock
*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
5

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting the Spirit's power, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God's creation.
O God, we pray for the church, for pastors and prophets, for ministries of forgiveness, for unity as the body of Christ in
the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the creation: for soil and water, for all animals, for an end to divisions among those who care for the earth. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
For houses of government, tribal leaders, and civic officers; for judges and legislators; for all entrusted with power, that it
be used in service to those in need. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For those who cry out to you: those who are abused, addicted, broken-hearted, ashamed, and ill, especially Nan, Jim,
Robert, Frieda, Kathy, Jim, Raymond, Wanda Jean, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen. Comfort
those who mourn and those who will die this day. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For this faith community: for broken relationships, for divided families, for all ministries in need of renewal, and for our
new pastor. Empower us for lives of reconciling love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We remember in thanksgiving the saints who have died in Christ, especially Seattle, chief of the Duwamish Confederacy.
Joined to them in baptism, we trust in the eternal home Christ prepares for us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers, gracious God, and those prayers known only to you. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN #683: The Numberless Gifts of God’s Mercies
(Please stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward.)
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you,
and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table,
that we may come to the help of all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus said, "Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty."
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #462: Now We Join in Celebration
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Wise and generous God,
we thank you that at this holy table
you have fed us again
with the food of everlasting life.
Send us with your blessing
to seek the good of our neighbor
and call others to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
Almighty and merciful God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless, preserve, and keep you
this day and forevermore
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #537: On Our Way Rejoicing
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in love, as Christ loved us.
Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE: Built on a Rock – Wilbur Held

The altar flowers this week are from the wedding of Jane Zambotti and Bruce Bevilacqua.
The flowers on the piano are given by Janet Senka in memory of George J. Senka on their 35th wedding
anniversary.
9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Christine Dishong
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Usher:
Bob Dishong
Attendance Last Week:
51
Weekly Budgeted Need:
$ 2,755.44
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
$ 63,375.17
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 62,593.68

Attendance last year:
Last Week’s Giving:
Year to Date Receipts:

65
$ 2,063.00
$59,687.34
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