“12This is my commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one's life for one's friends.”
-John 15:12-13
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Sixth Sunday of Easter– May 10, 2015
This Sunday's image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are called to serve others as
Jesus came to serve; but for John's gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the
essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ
invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian
community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.
PRELUDE: Trumpet Tune on “Christ Is Alive” – J. Wayne Kerr
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG #641: All Are Welcome
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*GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*THIS IS THE FEAST
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding.
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things,
we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire;
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING: Acts 10:44–48 (page 130 in New Testament)
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon them.
Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles
also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
44

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers
who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for
they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing
these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have? 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 98
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SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 (page 241 in New Testament)
God's children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God's commandments. Thus the world is
conquered not through military might but through love and faith.
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the
child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love
of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of
God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
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This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the
blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: John 15:9–17 (page 109 in New Testament)
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats
the most important of all his commands, that they love one another.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
12
This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to
lay down one's life for one's friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any
longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made
known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you
to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving
you these commands so that you may love one another.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY #383: Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!

*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident that the resurrection of Christ has defeated sin and death, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
people in need.
For the church on earth, for those who proclaim the gospel, and for the ministry of congregations throughout the world,
that the Holy Spirit guide all to love and service, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For seas and fields, plants and animals, for the well-being of the earth, and for those who advocate for the just use of
God's gifts, that all creation continue to thrive, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the nations of the world, those who govern and those who serve, that leaders accomplish their duties faithfully and
judge people with equity, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the sick, the lonely, those who mourn, those afflicted with malaria, and those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit
especially Nan, Jim, John, Robert, Frieda, Bill & Kathy, Jim, Raymond, Wanda Jean, Helen, Francis & Grace, Kathryn,
Fred & Jane, and David & Ellen, that God provide them with compassionate caregivers, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For diverse families in all places, for mothers celebrating this day, and for all parents and caregivers as they teach their
children to know and love God, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For this congregation and our pastoral candidate, that your Spirit lead us in our discernment, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for all the saints who have died in Christ, that their faithfulness to the gospel inspire us every day, let us
pray. Have mercy, O God.
Holy God, by the death and resurrection of your Son, you have granted new life, abundant renewal, and salvation. Hear
our prayers for the sake of the one who has set us free, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN #595: Jesus Loves Me!
(Please stand for the final stanza.)
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.
Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
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*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN: Be Not Afraid

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Life-giving God,
in the mystery of Christ's resurrection
you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life,
and the bread of life to nourish your people.
Send us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection,
that we may show your glory to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
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*BLESSING
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children
through the resurrection of his Son our Lord,
bestow upon you the riches of his blessing.
Amen.
May God, who through the waters of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life,
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever.
Amen.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer,
bring you to your eternal inheritance.
Amen.
And may the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you forever.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #389: Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
POSTLUDE: Christ Is Alive – Charles Callahan
The flowers this week are given by Ruth Ann and John Tully in honor of all mothers.
8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Need:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Matt Claus

Dave Knauff
65
$ 2,755.44
$ 52,353.40
$ 48,857.23

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance last year:
Last Week’s Giving:
Year to Date Receipts:

Sally Foster
Denise Hager

$

106
$4,034.00
52,098.35
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