“…37You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for
this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
John 18:37
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today or the attendance pad in the pew. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements
of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards
the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses
are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Christ the King – November 22, 2015
Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, they still longed for a true king to set things right. He would have
the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in
Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the
truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he
is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of love.
PRELUDE: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence – Al Roberts
ANNOUNCEMENTS
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG #855: Crown Him with Many Crowns
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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*KYRIE

*THIS IS THE FEAST

3

4

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God,
you anointed your beloved Son
to be priest and sovereign forever.
Grant that all the people of the earth,
now divided by the power of sin,
may be united by the glorious and gentle rule
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were experiencing would
never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One who is judge will call all nations to account and will give
dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.
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As I watched,
thrones were set in place,
and an Ancient One took his throne,
his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames,
and its wheels were burning fire.
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A stream of fire issued
and flowed out from his presence.
A thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
The court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.
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As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being
coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One
and was presented before him.
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To him was given dominion
and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one
that shall never be destroyed.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 93
The cantor sings the refrain, and all repeat it.

1

The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength.
The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved.
2
Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established;
you are from | everlasting.
R
3
The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their| pounding waves.
4
Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea,
mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high.
5
Your testimonies are | very sure,
and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore.
R
SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4b-8
The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, Jesus is celebrated as
the firstborn from the dead who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one whose return we eagerly await.
4b
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are
before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his
God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
7
Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The cantor sings the Alleluias, and all repeat them.

Verse (cantor): Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David. (Mark 11:9)
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*GOSPEL READING: John 18:33-37
In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through force or with love.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus
answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your
own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is
not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed
over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered,
“You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
33

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #435: Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
*REMEMBERING THE SAINTS
In joyful expectation of the resurrection to eternal life, we remember this day those who have gone before us in faith and
who now rest from their labors, especially Robert Stefko, Frank Stefko, Emily Harbison, Melvin Harbison, Ed & Frances
Wehr, Hulda & Paul Schulz, Dolores Nelson, Virginia Brown, Irvine & Imogene Werner, Doris & Harold McCandless,
Charles Grant Werner, Lu Adams, Edward Stoves.
As we remember these your children,
strengthen us to follow Christ through this world
until we are carried into the harvest of eternal life,
where suffering and death will be no more.
Hear our prayer in the name of the good and gracious shepherd,
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.
*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United into one by the power of the Holy Spirit, let us pray with all God’s saints for healing, wholeness, and peace in all
the earth.
Ancient One, you are beyond our understanding. Forgive us when our imaginations limit the depth of your being. Expand
our vision of who you have been, who you are, and who you will be. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Mountain maker, you created Earth and all that is in it. Heal environments damaged by human carelessness. Teach us to
honor and care for your whole creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Gracious sovereign, your majesty knows no bounds. Bring your kingdom to violent places. Send us out to share your
peace in the world. Help us see how we participate in systems of injustice. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Divine nurse, you care for all people. Stir us to care for all your children. Be with all who experience unemployment,
homelessness, abuse, or who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially Bob, Frieda, Jim, Raymond, Wanda Jean, Francis
& Grace, Kathryn, Fred & Jane, David & Ellen, and all those we remember aloud or in our hearts. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Holy Trinity, you call some to be prophets and some to be priests. Be with all who discern a call to ministry in your
church. Bless the work of call committees and candidacy committees. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Eternal truth, your word goes forth in every generation. We give you thanks for the priesthood of all believers and
remember with joy and sorrow the saints who shared the gospel with us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Into your care, Alpha and Omega, we entrust all for whom we pray. Be with us now and always, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN #490: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
(Please stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward.)
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful God,
as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills
were gathered together to become one bread,
so let your church be gathered together
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom,
for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ;
who, enthroned forever at your right hand,
intercedes for us as our great high priest.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
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*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Goodness is stronger than evil.
Life is stronger than death.
Taste the goodness and life of God.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread
and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental
grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has grape juice.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #838: Beautiful Savior
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God, you have called your servants
to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,
by paths as yet untrodden,
through perils unknown.
Give us faith to go out with good courage,
not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading us
and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The love of God who created you,
the mercy of + Jesus Christ who died for you,
and the power of the Holy Spirit who strengthens you,
keep you at one with all the faithful, living and departed,
and remain with you now and forever.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #727: Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Crown Him with Many Crowns – Charles Callahan
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Need:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

10:30 am
Kelly Greb

Matt Claus
68
$ 2,755.44
$126,750.35
$125,190.67

Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Usher:
Attendance Last Year:
Last Week’s Giving:
YTD Receipts:

Martha Ward

Jim Hager
91
$ 3,288.00
$123,265.80
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