“…Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain
to pray. 29And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his
clothes became dazzling white.”
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in
the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns
are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined
elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Transfiguration of Our Lord – February 7, 2016
Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus will be unable to avoid reflecting that glory in the world. It was true for
Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray that it will be true of all of us who see the glory of the
Lord in the word and in the supper and who are being “transformed into the same image” by the Spirit of God.
PRELUDE: Jesus on the Mountain Peak – Frederick Frahm
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
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God, who is rich in mercy,
loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG#316: Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*KYRIE

3

*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, mighty and immortal,
you are beyond our knowing,
yet we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
Transform us into the likeness of your Son,
who renewed our humanity so that we may share in his divinity,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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FIRST READING: Exodus 34:29–35
Moses’ face shone with the reflected glory of God after he received the ten commandments on Mount Sinai. The sight
caused the Israelites to be afraid, so Moses wore a veil to mask the radiance of God’s glory, taking it off when he spoke
directly with God.
29
Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant
in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30When Aaron and
all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses called to
them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32Afterward all the
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33When
Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; 34but whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been
commanded, 35the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the
veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 99
The cantor sings the refrain and all repeat it; the congregation sings the verses as indicated.
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SECOND READING: 2Corinthians 3:12–4:2
In his debates with the Corinthians, Paul contrasts the glory of Moses with the glory of Christ. The Israelites could not see
Moses’ face because of the veil. But in Christ we see the unveiled glory of God and are transformed into Christ’s likeness.
12
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 13not like Moses, who put a veil over his face to
keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. 14But their minds were hardened.
Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is
it set aside. 15Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; 16but when one turns to the
Lord, the veil is removed. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And all of
us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same
image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.
4:1
Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2We have
renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open
statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The cantor sings the Alleluias, and all repeat them.

Verse (cantor): This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to him! (Luke 9:53)
*GOSPEL READING: Luke 9:28–43a
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The conversation about Jesus’ suffering and death is enclosed in a dazzling foreshadowing of the resurrection. God
affirms Jesus’ identity, the disciples are stunned speechless, and Jesus resumes his mission with a demonstration of his
power over evil.
28
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the
mountain to pray. 29And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white.
30
Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31They appeared in glory and were speaking of his
departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with
sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33Just as they were
leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 35Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my
Chosen; listen to him!” 36When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told
no one any of the things they had seen.
37
On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. 38Just then a man from the
crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. 39Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once
he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. 40I begged your
disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” 41Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer
must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 42While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground
in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43aAnd all were
astounded at the greatness of God.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY: Jesus on the Mountain Peak

*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
7

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing with all the faithful, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
God of glory, guide and empower your church’s leaders to trust your promises as Moses and Elijah did. Shine the light of
Christ through your church to the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of majesty, from the highest mountain to the lowest valley, your power is seen in your creation. Help us to protect
and care for soil, air, water, and all the creatures you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of hope and freedom, give just laws; fair leaders; sufficient food, water, and shelter; and abundant peace to all nations
in poverty, strife, or at war. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of wholeness, bring clarity to those in confusing times, healing to those in painful times, and peace to those in trying
times. We pray especially for Frieda, Raymond, Wanda Jean, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Fred & Jane, David & Ellen, and
all those we remember aloud or in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of new life, show us your will for the ministries in this place, and transform us for mission and witness. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
God of glory, we give thanks for all the beloved who rest in your loving arms. Keep us from losing heart and strengthen
our faith in your promise of everlasting life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all of your beloved for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN #838: Beautiful Savior
(All stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward)
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills
were gathered together to become one bread,
so let your church be gathered together
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom,
for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love,
that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O holy God:
you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore,
his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.
Feast on God’s abundant life for you.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has
grape juice.
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COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #677: This Little Light of Mine
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We thank you, O God,
that you have fed us at your banqueting table
with bread and wine beyond compare,
the very life of Christ for us.
Send your Spirit with us now,
that we may set the captive free,
use your gifts to build one another up,
and in everything reflect your glory
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
*BLESSING
God Almighty send you light and truth
to keep you all the days of your life.
The hand of God protect you;
the holy angels accompany you;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with you now and forever.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #318: Alleluia, Song of Gladness
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: O Wondrous Image, Vision Fair – Aaron David Miller
________________________________________________________________________________________________
8:00 am
10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Matt Claus
Assisting Minister:
Melissa Kramer
Communion Assistant:
Ruth Ann Tully
Communion Assistant:
Denise Hager
Acolyte:
Acolyte:
Serafina Julio
Lector:
Lector:
Usher:
Larry Werner
Usher:
Cardinal's
Attendance Last Week:
60
Attendance Last Year:
50
Weekly Budgeted Expense: $
3,374.14
Last Week’s Giving:
$ 1,135.00
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
$
20,244.82
YTD Receipts:
$11,284.00
YTD Actual Expense:
$
12,950.89
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