“2He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest. 3Go on your way.”
Luke 10: 2-3
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in
the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns
are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined
elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost – July 3, 2016
God is the source of our nourishment. Our Lord’s invitation to “take and eat . . . take and drink” is a repeated one. In the
holy eucharist, in the word read and proclaimed, in the assembly of the people of God, the dominion of God has come
near. Rejoice! Your name is written in heaven.
Today we commemorate the apostle, Thomas. Though frequently remembered as "doubting Thomas," this apostle also
demonstrated a willingness to suffer and die with Jesus (John 11:16), and finally claimed the risen Christ as "my Lord
and my God!" By tradition, he later worked as a missionary in India.
PRELUDE: Blest Be the Tie That Binds – Greg Bottomley
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
abounding in steadfast love toward us,
healing the sick and raising the dead,
showering us with every good gift.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection.
Just and gracious God,
we come to you for healing and life.
Our sins hurt others and diminish us;
we confess them to you.
Our lives bear the scars of sin;
we bring these also to you.
Show us your mercy, O God.
Bind up our wounds,
forgive us our sins,
and free us to love,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
The apostle Paul assures us:
―When we were dead in our trespasses,
God made us alive together with Christ,
nailing the record of our sins to the cross.‖
Jesus says to you, + ―Your sins are forgiven.‖
Be at peace, and tell everyone
how much God has done for you.
Amen.
*GATHERING SONG #575: In Christ Called to Baptize
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus,
you are the city that shelters us, the mother who comforts us.
With your Spirit accompany us on our life’s journey,
that we may spread your peace in all the world,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 66:10-14
Those who returned from the exile found that the hopes for the glorious restoration of Judah were not completely fulfilled.
For these disappointed people, the prophet envisions salvation in the image of a nursing woman. Mother Jerusalem and a
mothering God remind the community how they are sustained and supported.
Then the LORD said to[Elijah,] ―Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you
shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.
19
So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen
ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. 20He left the oxen, ran
15
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after Elijah, and said, ―Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.‖ Then Elijah said to him, ―Go
back again; for what have I done to you?‖ 21He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered
them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and
followed Elijah, and became his servant.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 66
The cantor sings the refrain and all repeat it. The congregation sings the verses in bold.
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Be joyful in God, | all you lands;
be joyful, | all the earth.
2
Sing the glory | of God’s name;
sing the glory |of God’s praise.
R
3
Say to God, ―How awesome | are your deeds!
Because of your great strength your enemies | cringe before you.
4
All the earth bows | down before you,
sings to you, sings | out your name.”
R
5
Come now and see the | works of God,
how awesome are God‘s deeds | toward all people.
6
God turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the wa- | ter on foot,
and there we re- | joiced in God.
7
Ruling forever in might, God keeps watch o- | ver the nations;
let no rebels ex- | alt themselves.
8
Bless our | God, you peoples;
let the sound of | praise be heard.
9
Our God has kept us a- | mong the living
and has not allowed our | feet to slip.
R
SECOND READING: Galatians 6: 7-16
In the close of his letter to the Galatians, Paul encourages them to live as people made right with God through faith in
Jesus Christ. Here Paul offers practical advice about how believers exercise common concern for one other in “the family
of faith.”
7

Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. 8If you sow to your own flesh, you will
reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. 9So let us not grow
weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. 10So then, whenever we have an
opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.
11
See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! 12It is those who want to make a good
showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised—only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of
Christ. 13Even the circumcised do not themselves obey the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they may
boast about your flesh. 14May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has
been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is
everything! 16As for those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
Jesus commissions harvesters and laborers to go where he would go and do what he would do. Risking hardship and
danger in exchange for the experience of great joy, they offer peace and healing as signs that the reign of God is near.
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place
where he himself intended to go. 2He said to them, ―The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the
midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say,
‗Peace to this house!‘ 6And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will
return to you. 7Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid.
Do not move about from house to house. 8Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before
you; 9cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‗The kingdom of God has come near to you.‘ 10But whenever you enter
a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11‗Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet,
we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.‘ ‖
16
―Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the
one who sent me.‖
17
The seventy returned with joy, saying, ―Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!‖ 18He said to them, ―I
watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 19See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.‖
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #668: O Zion, Haste
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God‘s creation.
Gentle grower, send your church as laborers into your harvest. Make us joyful in sharing the good news of Jesus and make
the harvest plentiful. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Creating God, bring about measured and healthy growth in fields and gardens through rain, wind, and sun. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy wisdom, you teach that we reap what we sow. Inspire leaders in our nation and throughout the world to sow the
seeds of civility, peace, and goodwill. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Healer of all, we bring before you those in need of your healing presence. Do not be far off, but work your healing in the
lives of all in need. We pray especially for Sally, Raymond, Wanda Jean, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Fred & Jane, David
& Ellen, those on our prayer list, and all we remember aloud or in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy friend, you call us to bear one another‘s burdens. Strengthen us in our commitment to the good of this congregation,
our neighborhood, and our wider community. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
O God, you have called the saints your own. Gather us, with the apostle, Thomas, into your kingdom, in the promise of
life forever with you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
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*OFFERING HYMN #681: We Plow the Fields and Scatter
All stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward.
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of mercy and grace,
the eyes of all wait upon you,
and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table,
that we may come to the help of all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet.
Welcome to the feast.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has
grape juice.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #656: Blest Be the Tie that Binds
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
O God, as a mother comforts her child,
so you comfort your people,
carrying us in your arms
and satisfying us with this food and drink,
the body and blood of Christ.
Send us now as your disciples,
announcing peace and proclaiming
that the reign of God has come near;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION
O God of tender compassion,
as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger,
bless those who leave this assembly
to share the gifts of this table
with our sisters and brothers
who are sick/homebound/imprisoned.
May they be sustained by the love and prayers
of this community,
and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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*BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord‘s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and+ give you peace.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #887: This is My Song
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: God Bless Our Native Land – Emma Lou Diemer
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Expense:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Kelly Greb

Clarence Strabel
43
$ 3,374.14
$87,727.54
$78,682.64

Attendance Last Year:
Last Week’s Giving:
YTD Receipts:

61
$ 1,297.00
$71,565.18
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