“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you;
and these know that you have sent me. 26I made your name known to them,
and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me
may be in them, and I in them.”
25

John 17: 25-26
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? Please sign the guest
book as you leave worship today. You are most welcome here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in
the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns
are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined
elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Seventh Sunday of Easter – May 8, 2016
It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before his death, the petitions of the
ascended Lord for his own throughout history—to our day—and beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism we become
believers in God, have our robes washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life forever with all
the saints.
The Seventh Sunday of Easter is sometimes given the subtitle “The Sunday after Ascension Day,” since the Ascension of
Our Lord always falls on the preceding Thursday, which is the fortieth day of Easter. The implications of Christ’s
Ascension – the reign of Christ, his intercession on the world’s behalf at God’s right hand, and the promised coming of
the Spirit – are echoed in today’s readings and hymns, and in a nod to the Ascension, we sing the Psalm appointed for
Ascension Day, Psalm 47, this morning.
PRELUDE: Variations on DIADEMATA– Charles Callahan
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
GATHERING SONG #654: The Church’s One Foundation
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*GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*KYRIE
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*THIS IS THE FEAST

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will.
Make us love what you command and desire what you promise,
that, amid all the changes of this world,
our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found,
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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FIRST READING: Acts 16:16-34
The owners of a slave-girl who used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas into jail for “healing” her and,
consequently, ruining their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good news of the gospel to the jailer and his
family.
16
One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination and brought
her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are
slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul,
very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it
came out that very hour.
19
But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged
them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These
men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or
observe.” 22The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them
to be beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to
keep them securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.
25
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to
26
them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all
the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul
shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell
down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
31
They answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32They spoke the word of
the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds;
then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and set food before them;
and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 47
The cantor sings the refrain and all repeat it. The congregation sings the verses in bold.

1

Clap your hands, | all you peoples;
shout to God with a | joyful sound.
2
For the Lord Most High is | to be feared:
a great king over | all the earth,
3
who subdues the | peoples under us,
and the nations un- | der our feet;
4
who chooses our inheri- | tance for us,
the pride of Jacob, | whom God loves.
R
5
God has gone up | with a shout,
the Lord with the sound | of the ram's horn.
6
Sing praises to | God, sing praises;
sing praises to our | king, sing praises.
7
For God is king of | all the earth;
sing praises | with a song.
8
God reigns o- | ver the nations;
God is en- | throned on high.
9
The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the | God of Abraham.
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- | ly exalted.
R
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SECOND READING: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to come again. We eagerly pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” with all who
respond to this invitation.
12
“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. 13I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”
14
Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city
by the gates.
16
“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of
David, the bright morning star.”
17
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”
And let everyone who hears say, “Come.”
And let everyone who is thirsty come.
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.
20
The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
21
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The cantor sings the refrain, and all repeat it.

Verse (cantor): I will not leave you orphaned, says the Lord. I am coming to you. (John 14:18)
*GOSPEL READING: John 17:20–26
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of identity with God. To be so identified
with God means also to share in God’s mission: to proclaim the word that will bring others into this same unity.
[Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through
their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world
may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we
are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent
me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be
with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
25
“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me. 26I
made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in
them, and I in them.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY: Oh, Love, How Deep

*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rooted in the abundant life and love of Christ Jesus, we pray for the life of the church, the lives of people in need, and the
life of all creation.
God of renewal, fill us to overflowing with the grace we receive in word, in water, in the meal. Draw others to join the life
we share in your church. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Declare your righteousness through the blossoming of creation. By the wind’s blowing and birds’ singing, inspire us to
join in the hymn of all creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Be the source of all strength and peace for people who are imprisoned. Renew them with the overwhelming power of your
salvation, and give them release for their spirits. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Reveal yourself to those who feel isolated because of illness, grief, status, or the prejudice of others. Especially we pray
for Winnie, Frieda, Raymond, Wanda Jean, Francis & Grace, Kathryn, Fred & Jane, David & Ellen, and all those we
remember aloud or in our hearts. Comfort and welcome them into your Spirit-filled community. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bless those who serve in a mothering role for others. Send your Spirit to those who mourn, who have not known their
mothers, or who long to be a mother. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You draw all the saints into your presence. Draw us, with Julian of Norwich and Victor the Moor, whom we
commemorate today, into the mystery and wonder of your presence until Christ comes again. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We deliver all this into your care, O God, trusting in the work of your Holy Spirit to bring all things into the risen life of
Christ our Lord. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN #826: Thine the Amen
All stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward.
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.
Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
who, enthroned forever at your right hand,
intercedes for us as our great high priest.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
9

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.
*LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The table of life is spread before you.
Feast on the goodness and mercy of God.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
10

In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the
bread and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has
grape juice.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN: Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
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*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Life-giving God,
in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people.
Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection,
that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord,
bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.
May God, who through the waters of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life,
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever. Amen.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer,
bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen.
And may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.
*SENDING SONG #855: Crown Him with Many Crowns
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
POSTLUDE: Thine the Amen – Kristina Langlois
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Today we commemorate Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, and Victor the Moor, martyr. When Julian (or
Juliana) was about thirty years old, she reported visions that she later compiled into a book, Sixteen Revelations of Divine
Love, now a classic of medieval mysticism. The visions declared that love was the meaning of religious experience,
provided by Christ who is love, for the purpose of love.
Victor, also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African nation of Mauritania was a soldier in the
Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the persecution of Maximian, Victor died for his faith at Milan.
________________________________________________________________________________________________
The flowers this week are given by Ruth Ann Tully and John Tully in memory and honor of all the women in our
lives.
8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Matt Claus
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
George Leikauf
Attendance Last Week:
65
Weekly Budgeted Expense:
$ 3,374.14
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
$64,108.59
YTD Actual Expense:
$54,230.69

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Year:
Last Week’s Giving:
YTD Receipts:

Valerie Cardinal
Dominic Cardinal
John Fritz
65
$ 4,288.00
$53,293.35
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