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22

Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started 

shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented 

by a demon. 
28

Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be 

done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.”  

              

             

 ~Matthew 15:22,28 
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church.  We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning.  Should you 

have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own?  You are most welcome 

here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal.  Page refers 

to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back.  Please rise when there is 

an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost – August 20, 2017 

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather the outcasts of 

Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal 

her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of 

society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those 

in need. 

 

Today we commemorate Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153. Bernard, a Cistercian monk, was a man of great 

spirituality who wrote mystical works and criticized those whom he thought took an overly intellectual approach to the 

faith. He became an abbot, and wrote several hymns that are still beloved today. 

 

PRELUDE: Prelude in ‘F’ – Ludwig von Beethoven 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hid:  

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you  

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

 



 

In the mercy of almighty God, 

Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,  

and by his authority,  

I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

 and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

*GATHERING HYMN #610: O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*GLORY TO GOD 

 
 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

God of all peoples, 

your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 

Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy,  

that your name may be known throughout the earth, 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

       WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. Righteousness and obedience 

define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other category. 

 
1
Thus says the LORD: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come, 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

 

 
6
And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

  and hold fast my covenant— 

 
7
these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar; 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 

 
8
Thus says the Lord GOD, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 67 

1. May God be merciful to us,  

Bless us, shine on us from above;  

Let all earth’s peoples know your ways,  

All nations know your saving love. 

 

2. Let all the nations praise you, Lord;  

Let them be glad and sing your praise;  

Let all the peoples of the earth  

Observe the justice of your ways. 

 
3. Let all the nations praise you, Lord,  

And may the earth yield its increase;  

Then God, our God, will bless our land  

And nations worship you in peace.

 

SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable, so that while all have been disobedient, God 

has mercy upon all. 
 

[Paul writes:]
1
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a 

member of the tribe of Benjamin. 
2a

God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 



 

 
29

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
30

Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received 

mercy because of their disobedience, 
31

so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they 

too may now receive mercy. 
32

For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 15: [10-20] 21-28 

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious observances. Almost 

immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be pagan and unclean approaches him for help. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

   
21

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 
22

Just then a Canaanite woman from that 

region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 
23

But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting 

after us.” 
24

He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
25

But she came and knelt before him, 

saying, “Lord, help me.” 
26

He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 
27

She said, 

“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 
28

Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, 

great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 

 The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY #650: In Christ There is No East or West 

 

*APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Service of Healing 
This order may take place within Holy Communion or the Service of the Word, usually following the hymn of the day. 

 

Introduction 
The presiding minister may address the assembly with these or similar words. 

Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent the disciples to continue this work of 

healing—with prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the name of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the 

world, we now entrust to God all who are in need of healing. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and especially for all who are suffering or are in any affliction. 

Silent prayer may follow. 

 

Merciful God, you sent your Son to be our peace. Help all those who suffer any pain or grief, hopelessness or anxiety. 

In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

 

Mighty God, mercifully grant strength to the weak and comfort to those who suffer, that their sickness and pain may be 

turned into health. In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

 

God of peace and reconciliation, bring an end to the sickness of the world, especially violence, terrorism, war, and their 

causes. In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

 

Holy God, Holy One, your Son prayed that your people may be one. May the gift of baptism be a power for healing the 

church’s brokenness, and bless all efforts for renewal and Christian unity. In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

 

Loving God, mend broken relationships and bring peace to our families, our congregation, this community, our nation,  

and the world. In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

 

Other petitions may be offered, including particular needs and requests for healing.  

 

Compassionate God, Heal the sick, comfort the grieving, feed the hungry, and calm those in distress, especially Jeff, Jim, 

Dan, Bill, Raymond, Francis & Grace, David & Ellen, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our 

hearts.  In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 

 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

O God, we bring these intercessions before you, knowing that you will hear us as you have promised, and will answer 

according to the mercy shown in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Laying On of Hands 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 

 

Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign of healing and wholeness in the name of the triune God. 

Those who wish to receive laying on of hands (and anointing) approach and, as conditions permit, they may kneel. 

The minister lays both hands on each person’s head and may use one of these forms or similar words. The minister may 

also anoint the person’s forehead with oil, making the sign of the cross. 

 

During the Laying on of Hands all sing #612: Healer of Our Every Ill. 

 

Receive this oil as a sign of forgiveness and healing in Jesus Christ. 

Response: Amen 

 

After all have returned to their places, the presiding minister continues. 

Let us pray. 

Living God, through the laying on of hands [and anointing], 

grant comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing. 

When they are afraid, give them courage; 

when afflicted, give them patience; 

when dejected, give them hope; 

and when alone, assure them of the support of your holy people. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 
The presiding minister concludes the order for healing. 

 

Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things in heaven and on earth bow and obey, be now and 

evermore your sure defense, and help you to know that the name given to us for health and salvation is the name of our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Peace 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say Peace be with you or similar words. 

The service continues with the offering. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 

*OFFERING HYMN #712: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

All stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward. 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, 

you open wide your hand 

and satisfy the need of every living thing. 

You have set this feast before us. 

Open our hands to receive it. 

Open our hearts to embrace it. 

Open our lives to live it. 

We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
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be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. 

Our Lord’s body let us take together. 

 

COMMUNION   
The body of Christ, given for you.   

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG : Lamb of God 

 

COMMUNION HYMN #496: One Bread, One Body 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.   

Amen. 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Jesus Christ, host of this meal, 

you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. 

Filled again by these signs of your grace, 

may we hunger for your reign of justice, 
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may we thirst for your way of peace, 

for you are Lord forevermore. 

Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends in mission to the world. 

*BLESSING 

May God, whose power working in us 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, 

grant you the gifts of faith and hope. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 

*SENDING SONG #434: Jesus Shall Reign 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: O Worship the King – Johann Michael Hayden 

 

 

 

9:00 am             

Assisting Minister:                 Missy Kramer     

Communion Assistant:     Sally Foster & Denise Hager     

Acolyte:                               

Lector:            

Usher:                                  
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