“19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will
be loosed in heaven.”
~Matthew 16:19
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is
an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost – August 27, 2017
In Isaiah the people are bid to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that
the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and mercy are keys to
the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world, but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using
our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word
and deed.
PRELUDE: And Then There is My God – Jason W. Krug
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
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and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #654: The Church’s One Foundation
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age,
we praise you, the rock of our life.
Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son,
that we may gladly minister to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 51: 1-6
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s
deliverance will come soon and will never end.
1
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2
Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
3
For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
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Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
5
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
6
Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 138
1. We give you thanks with all our hearts;
Before the gods our praise express
And bow ourselves before your throne
To praise your love and faithfulness.

And tell how great your glory is,
And they will sing of all your ways.
4. You, Lord, are high yet scorn the proud,
Protect the lowly on their path;
And though we walk in trouble, Lord,
You keep us all secure from wrath.

2. Above all things, O Lord our God,
You glorified your Name and word;
We called on you, you answered us,
And gave us increased strength, O Lord.

5. Your right hand, Lord, shall save our lives
And make your purpose for us sure;
Do not forsake those you have made;
Your love forever will endure.

3. The kings of earth who hear your words,
O Lord, will give you thanks and praise
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SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints
are not molded by this age, but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of
service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.
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I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body
we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ,
and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy,
in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 16: 13-20
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and
Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ―Who do people say that
the Son of Man is?‖ 14And they said, ―Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.‖ 15He said to them, ―But who do you say that I am?‖ 16Simon Peter answered, ―You are the Messiah, the Son of
the living God.‖ 17And Jesus answered him, ―Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates
of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.‖ 20Then he sternly ordered the
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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BLESSING OF BACKPACKS
The children come forward wearing their backpacks.
A Reading from Mark:
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But
when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, "Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to
such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little
child will never enter it." And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. (Mark 10:13–16)
Let us pray,
Dear God,
as we get ready to start another year in school,
we ask your blessing on these backpacks,
and especially on these children who will wear them.
As they do the very important work of being students,
bless them with:
eagerness to learn, that their world may grow large;
respect for teachers and students,
that they may form healthy relationships;
love for nature,
that they may become caretakers of your creation;
happiness when learning is easy
and stick-to-it-iveness when it is hard;
faith in Jesus as their best teacher and closest friend.
We ask that you would protect these, your own children.
Watch over them and keep them safe
as they travel to and from school.
As they learn, help them also to discover
the different gifts that you have given each one of them
to be used in your work in the world.
As they hear the many voices that will fill their days,
help them to listen most carefully for your voice,
the one that tells them you will love them always,
no matter what.
We ask this in Jesus' name.
And all God’s people say, Amen.
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #820: O Savior, Precious Savior
*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Generous, compassionate God, we gather before you to pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
God our rock, provide a strong foundation for your church on earth. Unite it in joyful praise, service, and mission. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
You make deserts into gardens and the wilderness into Eden. Restore the clean and pleasant beauty of your creation. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You shine the light of justice on the nations. Deliver us quickly from evil, protect the defenseless, and bring peace to
warring lands. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You renew our minds and transform our bodies. Wait with all who seek a cure or long for relief from chronic pain. Bring
comfort and healing to all who suffer illness in spirit, mind, or body, especially Jeff, Jim, Dan, Bill, Raymond, Francis &
Grace, David & Ellen, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You give gifts to all. Build up this assembly. Increase our generosity, compassion, and cheerfulness. Lift up from among
us prophets, ministers, teachers, and diligent leaders. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Your salvation lasts forever. Console us here on earth until we join all who praise you without end. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting in the mercy of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
*OFFERING HYMN #685: Take My Life, That I May Be
All stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward.
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful God,
you open wide your hand
and satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it.
Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it.
We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
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to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Our Lord’s body let us take together.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #597: My Hope is Build on Nothing Less
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Jesus Christ, host of this meal,
you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
Filled again by these signs of your grace,
may we hunger for your reign of justice,
may we thirst for your way of peace,
for you are Lord forevermore. Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
*SENDING SONG #576: We All Are One in Mission
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: O Worship the King – Johann Michael Hayden
The flowers this week are given by Ruth Ann and John Tully in honor of all students and teachers.
9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Missy Kramer
Communion Assistant: Sally Foster & Denise Hager
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
43
Attendance Last Year:
Weekly Budgeted Expense:
$ 3,185.02
Last Week’s General Giving:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
$ 105,105.60
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 106,257.15
YTD Receipts:
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$ 2,563.04
$
188.96
$ 101,435.14
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