“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”
40

~Matthew 10:41
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is
an *, congregational responses are in bold ,and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – July 2, 2017
The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the power of sin and death. In
today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself.
From worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s
merciful welcome.
PRELUDE: Gentle Spirit – Donald Callender
ANNOUNCEMENTS
TEMPLE TALK – Ruth Ann Tully

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority,

I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #641: All Are Welcome
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you direct our lives by your grace,
and your words of justice and mercy reshape the world.
Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9
Through a symbolic action, Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations should submit to the king of
Babylon. Hananiah contradicted Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed
until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).
5
The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people who were
standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the
words that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all
the exiles. 7But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who
preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great
kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that
the LORD has truly sent the prophet.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 89: 1-4

1. From age to age I will proclaim
Your faith, forever sing your love;
Your faithfulness endures always,
Your love is set in heaven above.

3. How blest are those who shout your praise!
They walk as always in your light;
They glory daily in your Name,
Rejoice forever in your right.

2. “To David I have sworn an oath,
Made covenant with him alone:
„I will maintain your line always,
Eternally preserve your throne.‟”

4. You are the glory of their strength;
Our might is by your grace restored;
Our King is Israel‟s Holy One;
Our ruler, truly, is the Lord.

SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23
Sin is an enslaving power that motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is death. We, however,
have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life.
12
Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13No longer present
your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from
death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you,
since you are not under law but under grace.
15
What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that
if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which
leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of
sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, having been
set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms because of your natural
limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now
present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.
20
When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what advantage did you then get
from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from
sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 10:40-42
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships they will face. He also
promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one
who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet‟s reward; and whoever
welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose
their reward.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #719: Whose Cross the Crowded Ways of Life
*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together in the Spirit‟s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God‟s world.
We pray for the church. For exiled Christians, oppressed churches, and all who suffer persecution because of faith in you:
deliver freedom, courage, and partners in peacemaking. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for the earth and its creatures. For sage grouse, wolverines, and all vulnerable species; for humans and the
choices we face: sustain life and guide our stewardship of all that you have made. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for the United States and Canada as we celebrate the founding of our nations. For the president and prime
minister; for the congress and parliament: grant wisdom and hearts for justice, that all our people flourish.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for those in need. For those who seek jobs, shelter, food, health, and love; for dear ones known to us, especially
Jim, Dan, Denise, Sally, Bill, Raymond, Francis & Grace, David & Ellen, those on our prayer list, and all whom we
remember aloud or in our hearts. Meet their need by your bountiful compassion and our community‟s action.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for all who worship you today. For wise elders and curious seekers, joyful spirits and burdened souls: give holy
welcome, share tender mercies, and deepen trust in your goodness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We give thanks for all who have died in the faith and received the reward of the righteous. Bless their memory among us
and their life with you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through Christ our Lord. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
*OFFERING HYMN #686: We Give Thee but Thine Own
All stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward.
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful God,
you open wide your hand
and satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it.
Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it.
We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
6

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
7

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Our Lord‟s body let us take together.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #592: Just As I Am, Without One Plea
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Jesus Christ, host of this meal,
you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
Filled again by these signs of your grace,
may we hunger for your reign of justice,
may we thirst for your way of peace,
for you are Lord forevermore.
Amen.
8

SENDING
God blesses us and sends in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
*SENDING SONG #887: This is My Song
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Toccata for a Celebration – Gene Clarke
The flowers this week are given by Cindy and Dave Knauff in gratitude for our freedoms.
9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Expense:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Kelly Greb
Laura Greb
Greb

$
$
$

37
3,185.02

Attendance Last Year:
Last Week’s General Giving:
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
YTD Receipts:

43
$ 2,038.09
$
78.92
$ 81,792.92
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