“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. 30For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”
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~Matthew 11:28, 30
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is
an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost – July 9, 2017
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with the lowly and outcast.
Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by
Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our
souls.
PRELUDE: Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove – Wilbur Held
ANNOUNCEMENTS
TEMPLE TALK – George Leikauf

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority,

I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #769: If You But Trust in God to Guide You
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised.
You have made us for yourself,
and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.
Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you,
know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s covenant with Israel,
they are designated as “prisoners of hope.”
9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war-horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
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As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
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Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 145

1. The Lord is gracious, slow to wrath,
And kind to everyone;
God‟s mercy rests on all the world,
On all that God has done.

3. Your works praise you, O God, and all
Your servants bless your Name;
They speak the glory of your realm
And tell abroad your fame.

2. All flesh shall sing your righteous deeds,
Your goodness call to mind;
The Lord is gracious, slow to wrath,
Compassionate and kind.

4. That people everywhere may know
Your splendor and your power;
Yours is an everlasting reign
Enduring evermore.
5. In all your words you show your faith
And mercy in your deeds;
For you uphold the ones who fall
And lift up those in need.

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a
Life enslaved under sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to be bad.
Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.
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I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do
what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For
I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not
do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but
sin that dwells within me.
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So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of
God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the
law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and
intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling to one another,
17
„We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.‟
18
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, „He has a demon‟; 19the Son of Man came eating and
drinking, and they say, „Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!‟ Yet wisdom is vindicated
by her deeds.”
25
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things
from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All
things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
28
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #611: I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
PRESENTATION
Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font. The assembly is seated.
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words:
In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God
and made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in
faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.
Sponsors, present the candidate: I present Lillian Marie for baptism.
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your child baptized into Christ?
Response: I do.
As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that your child may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: I do.
The presiding minister addresses sponsors:
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help
them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
Response: I do.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly:
People of God, do you promise to support Lillian Marie, and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
We do.
The assembly stands.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
The presiding minister addresses parents and sponsors of young children. The assembly may join in the responses.
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: I renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
Water may be poured into the font before or during the thanksgiving. At the font, the presiding minister begins the
thanksgiving:
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the waters at creation. You water the
mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living things.
Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river
Jordan to the promised land.
By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and freedom. The floods shall not
overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to
make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with Christ; and claim your
daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly may be seated.

BAPTISM
The presiding minister baptizes each candidate. The candidate is immersed into the water, or water is poured on the
candidate's head, as the presiding minister says:
Lillian Marie, I baptize you in the name of the Father,*
The candidate is immersed or water is poured on the candidate's head a second time:
and of the Son,
The candidate is immersed or water is poured on the candidate's head a third time:
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The presiding minister continues:
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughter new birth, cleanse her from
sin, and raise her to eternal life.
Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays for her:
Sustain Lillian Marie with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose may be
used. As the sign of the cross is made, the minister says:
Lillian Marie, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.
WELCOME
A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a young child) as a representative of the
congregation says:
Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.
The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the congregation leads the assembly in the
welcome.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.
Those who have gathered at the font may return to their places.

The service continues with the prayers of intercession.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together in the Spirit‟s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God‟s world.
Humble God, lead your church in the way of service. Prosper the work of campus ministries and Young Adults in Global
Mission as they raise up leaders to serve the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Cultivating God, bless and encourage all who work the land to feed your people. Give them joy in their vocation. Shower
rain on crops and health on livestock. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy One, you command peace to the nations. Give peaceful hearts and discerning minds to world leaders and citizens
alike, that all who suffer violence and hunger come to know the fullness of life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Gracious God, you bid the weary come to you for rest. Renew energy for bone-tired people. Support our brothers and
sisters who are burdened by grief, loneliness, and illness, especially Jim, Dan, Denise, Sally, Bill, Raymond, Francis &
Grace, David & Ellen, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of everything, you have compassion for all that you have made. Show our congregation what mercy looks like in our
own community, that we become faithful partners in your ministry. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of life, we give you thanks and praise for all the people who have blessed our lives, for saints among us whose
steadfast faith has strengthened ours. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through Christ our Lord. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
*OFFERING HYMN #742: What a Friend We Have in Jesus
All stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward.

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful God,
you open wide your hand
and satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it.
Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it.
We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
9

that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Our Lord‟s body let us take together.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #790: Day by Day
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Jesus Christ, host of this meal,
you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
Filled again by these signs of your grace,
may we hunger for your reign of justice,
may we thirst for your way of peace,
for you are Lord forevermore.
Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
*SENDING SONG #873: Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Joyful Processional – Colin Mawby
The flowers this week are in celebration of Lillian Marie McCormick’s baptism. She was born on April 25, 2017
and is the fifth generation of the Hager/McCormick families to be baptized at St. John. Todd & Erica McCormick
are the proud parents.
9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Expense:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Kelly Greb
Laura Greb
Greb

43
$ 3,185.02
$ 79,625.45
$ 82,906.97

Attendance Last Year:
Last Week’s General Giving:
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
YTD Receipts:

44
$ 1,911.29
$
189.32
$ 83,893.53
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