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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is
an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Holy Trinity – June 11, 2017
Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic greeting that begins
the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In
the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than
a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus
Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as
we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith.
Today we commemorate the apostle Barnabas. Barnabas was not numbered among the twelve apostles, but the book of
Acts gives him that title. After Paul was converted to Christianity, Barnabas welcomed him to Jerusalem, and later the two
traveled together on missionary journeys.
PRELUDE: Holy, Holy, Holy – John Innes
ANNOUNCEMENTS
TEMPLE TALK – Christine Dishong

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
full of compassion and mercy,
abounding in steadfast love.
Amen.
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness,
let us confess our sin against God and one another.
Eternal God our creator,
in you we live and move and have our being.
Look upon us, your children,
the work of your hands.
Forgive us all our offenses,
and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires.
By your grace draw us near to you,
our refuge and our strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit given to us.
In the mercy of almighty God,
Christ died for us while we still were sinners;
and for his sake, God + forgives you all your sins.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #413: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty Creator and ever-living God:
we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One,
and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three.
Keep us steadfast in this faith,
defend us in all adversity,
and bring us at last into your presence,
where you live in endless joy and love,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-2:4a
This first creation story reached its current form during the crisis of the Babylonian exile of the people of Israel. God, not
their captors’ god Marduk, was responsible for their existence. God created women and men as rulers over creation, to
preserve and protect it. God also rested on the seventh day, hallowing that day forever as the Sabbath.
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In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, ―Let there be
light‖; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
6
And God said, ―Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.‖
7
So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome.
And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
9
And God said, ―Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.‖
And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw
that it was good. 11Then God said, ―Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on
earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.‖ And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every
kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and
there was morning, the third day.
14
And God said, ―Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for
signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.‖
And it was so. 16God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and
the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and
to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning,
the fourth day.
20
And God said, ―Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the
dome of the sky.‖ 21So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which
the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, ―Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.‖ 23And there was evening and there
was morning, the fifth day.
24
And God said, ―Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild
animals of the earth of every kind.‖ And it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle
of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
26
Then God said, ―Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.‖
27
So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
28
God blessed them, and God said to them, ―Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.‖
29
God said, ―See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed
in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.‖ And it was so.
31
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the
sixth day.
2:1
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the seventh day God finished the
work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh
day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.
4a
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 104
The cantor sings the refrain and all repeat it.
Verses are sung responsively; the congregation sings the bold verses.
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O | LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!—
2
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger.
3
When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses,
4
what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them,
human beings that you should | care for them?
R
5
Yet you have made them little less | than divine;
with glory and hon- | or you crown them.
6
You have made them rule over the works | of your hands;
you have put all things un- | der their feet:
7
all | flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts | of the field,
8
the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea.
9
O | LORD our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!
R
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in the triune harmony
of Christ’s grace, God’s love, the Spirit’s partnership.
[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one
another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints
greet you.
13
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The cantor sings the alleluias, and all repeat them.

Verse (Cantor): Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
God’s glory fills the whole earth. (Isa. 6:3).
*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 28:16-20
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize and teach all nations in
the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17When they saw
him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, ―All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with
you always, to the end of the age.‖
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #673: God, Whose Almighty Word
*ATHANASIAN CREED
On this Trinity Sunday, we confess our faith using the words of the Athanasian Creed. It contains a concise, wellformulated doctrine of the Trinity that was a response to several heresies that had appeared in the Church in the years
after the Nicene Creed was formulated; likewise, it addresses (and defends) the two natures of Christ – human and divine.
The creed was likely originally intended for liturgical use, not merely as a statement of faith.
Whoever wants to be saved
should above all cling to the catholic faith.
Whoever does not guard it whole and inviolable
will doubtless perish eternally.
Now this is the catholic faith:
We worship one God in trinity
and the Trinity in unity,
neither confusing the persons
nor dividing the divine being.
For the Father is one person,
the Son is another,
and the Spirit is still another.
But the deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
is one, equal in glory,
coeternal in majesty.
What the Father is,
the Son is,
and so is the Holy Spirit.
Uncreated is the Father;
uncreated is the Son;
uncreated is the Spirit.
The Father is infinite;
the Son is infinite;
the Holy Spirit is infinite.
Eternal is the Father;
eternal is the Son;
eternal is the Spirit:
And yet there are not three eternal beings,
but one who is eternal;
as there are not three uncreated and unlimited beings,
but one who is uncreated and unlimited.
Almighty is the Father;
almighty is the Son;
almighty is the Spirit:
And yet there are not three almighty beings,
but one who is almighty.

Thus the Father is God;
the Son is God;
the Holy Spirit is God:
And yet there are not three gods,
but one God.
Thus the Father is Lord;
the Son is Lord;
the Holy Spirit is Lord:
And yet there are not three lords,
but one Lord.
As Christian truth compels us to acknowledge
each distinct person as God and Lord,
so catholic religion forbids us
to say that there are three gods or lords.
The Father was neither made
nor created nor begotten;
the Son was neither made nor created,
but was alone begotten of the Father;
the Spirit was neither made nor created,
but is proceeding from the Father and the Son.
Thus there is one Father, not three fathers;
one Son, not three sons;
one Holy Spirit, not three spirits.
And in this Trinity, no one is before or after,
greater or less than the other;
but all three persons are in themselves, coeternal and
coequal;
and so we must worship the Trinity in unity
and the one God in three persons.
Whoever wants to be saved should think thus about the
Trinity.

It is necessary for eternal salvation that one also
faithfully believethat our Lord Jesus became flesh.
For this is the true faith that we believe and confess:
That our Lord Jesus Christ, God's Son,
is both God and man.
He is God, begotten before all worlds
from the being of the Father,
and he is man, born in the world
from the being of his mother—
existing fully as God,
and fully as man
with a rational soul and a human body;
equal to the Father in divinity,
subordinate to the Father in humanity.

He is completely one in the unity of his person,
without confusing his natures.
For as the rational soul and body are one person,
so the one Christ is God and man.
He suffered death for our salvation.
He descended into hell
and rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
At his coming all people shall rise bodily
to give an account of their own deeds.
Those who have done good will enter eternal life,
those who have done evil will enter eternal fire.

Although he is God and man,
he is not divided,
but is one Christ.
He is united because God
has taken humanity into himself;
he does not transform deity into humanity.

This is the catholic faith.
One cannot be saved
without believing this firmly and faithfully.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s world.
Holy Mystery, you call us to be your church. Keep calling your people to faithful reform. Give us vision and courage to
share your new life with all the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Joyful Creator, you made a wondrous universe and call us to be partners in its care. Inspire delight in the furry, scaly,
watery, breezy, sandy stuff you love. Inspire us to bring about creation’s healing. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful God, you love our enemies and bless all people. Make our hearts yearn to be joyful and share your generosity.
Help leaders and citizens use political power in service of your peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Compassionate One, you bring about the fullness of life. When sorrow wounds faith, send wise ones to comfort and
encourage those who suffer. Heal your people in body, mind, and spirit, especially Jim, Dan, Denise, Sally, Bill,
Raymond, Francis & Grace, Jane, David & Ellen, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our
hearts. Lord, in your mercy ,hear our prayer.
Holy Trinity, you call us together to bless your world. Guide all who are preparing for baptism into the joy of new life in
your name. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy God, you bring life out of death at every turn. We give you thanks for all the saints, especially the apostle Barnabas,
and for dear ones whom we mourn. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
*OFFERING HYMN #414: Holy God, We Praise Your Name
All stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward.
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful God,
you open wide your hand
and satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it.
Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it.
We pray this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
You reveal your glory
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,
ever to be adored in your eternal glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
9

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Our Lord’s body let us take together.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #412: Come, Join the Dance of Trinity
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Jesus Christ, host of this meal,
you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
Filled again by these signs of your grace,
may we hunger for your reign of justice,
may we thirst for your way of peace,
for you are Lord forevermore.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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*SENDING SONG #665: Rise, Shine, You People!
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Rise, Shine, You People! – Benjamin Culli
The Athanasian Creed, also called Quincunque Vult, after the first line of the Latin original, is one of the three
ecumenical creeds included in the Book of Concord, one of the founding documents of the Lutheran Church. It is the
―newest‖ of the creeds, written probably in the late fifth or early sixth century (though still 100 years after Athanasius, to
whom it was historically attributed). The text is not as flowery as the Nicene Creed, but it is much more theologically
dense than the Apostles’ Creed. Perhaps the most discomforting part of the creed comes in the last few lines, when it says
that ―all people shall rise bodily to give an account of their own deeds.‖ Given the Protestant doctrine of salvation by
faith, this emphasis on works may seem out of place. Robert Saler, an ELCA pastor and the Executive Director of the
Center for Pastoral Excellence at Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, writes that this focus on deeds is not
entirely out of place: we believe that it is faith alone that justifies us, but ―the faith to which we are called has a content
and not just a form‖ – faith in Christ shapes who we are and how we act. The condemnation of those who disagree with
the creed (also called an anathema), is another uncomfortable aspect of the Quincunque Vult. Saler here notes that the
insistence of the Reformers on salvation by grace through faith was itself a challenge to the strict divide between
orthodoxy and heresy (with which Martin Luther was charged). Saler ultimately suggests that perhaps we need to wrestle
with this creed – reading it connects us with the saints who have gone before and helps us to better understand ourselves
as Christians in a particular time and place. (Saler’s article about the Athanasian Creed, ―Longing for the Longest Creed,‖
appeared in the Summer 2008 edition of Lutheran Forum, and is available online at www.lutheranforum.org).
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Assisting Minister:
Christine Dishong
Communion Assistant:
Valerie Cardinal
Acolyte:
Danielle Dishong
Lector:
Usher:
Bob Dishong
Attendance Last Week:
46
Weekly Budgeted Expense: $ 3,185.02
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
$ 70,070.40
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 72,436.77
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YTD Receipts:
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$ 3,980.49
$ 1,003.37
$ 76,031.91
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