“37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest.”
~ Matthew 9:37-38
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is
an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Second Sunday after Pentecost – June 18, 2017
Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a holy people. Jesus sends out the disciples as
laborers into the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s compassion with our needy world.
From the Lord’s table, we go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal the sick, and to share our bread with the hungry.
PRELUDE: This Is My Father’s World – Christina Shehi
ANNOUNCEMENTS
TEMPLE TALK – Keith Cardinal

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority,

I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #824: This Is My Father’s World
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
God of compassion,
you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself.
Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy,
we may freely share the blessings of your realm
and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Exodus 19:2-8a
At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured possession,” and commissioned them to serve as mediating
priests for the nations. The people commit themselves completely to God’s will.
2
[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness;
Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3Then Moses went up to God; the LORD called to him from the mountain,
saying, ―Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and
how I bore you on eagles‘ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant,
you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be for me a
priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.‖
7
So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that the LORD had
commanded him. 8aThe people all answered as one: ―Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.‖
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 100 - HYMN #883: All People That on Earth Do Dwell
SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-8
We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God, because we were brought into a right relationship with God
through Christ’s death. A tested character has been forged for us which empowers endurance in the midst of suffering and
hope for final salvation.
1
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have
obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that,
but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God‘s love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
6
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us
in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

4

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 9:35-10:8 [9-23]
The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of Jesus himself. Here, he instructs his first disciples how they
might proclaim the gospel through their words and deeds.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
35

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, ―The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.‖
10:1
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and
to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter,
and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the
tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed
him.
5
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ―Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town
of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‗The
kingdom of heaven has come near.‘ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received
without payment; give without payment.‖ [9Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10no bag for your journey, or
two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. 11Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is
worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12As you enter the house, greet it. 13If the house is worthy, let your peace come
upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words,
shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. 15Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.
16
―See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.
17
Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; 18and you will be dragged
before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. 19When they hand you over, do not
worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; 20for it
is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21Brother will betray brother to death, and a
father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; 22and you will be hated by all because of
my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for
truly I tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.‖]
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #579: Lord, You Give the Great Commission
*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together in the Spirit‘s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God‘s world.
Steadfast God, you send your church as laborers into your harvest. Heal our divisions and unite us in mission. Make us
one at your table. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Faithful Creator, protect your earth and breathe life into its future. Stir our hearts to compassion, that we become healers
for the sake of your whole creation as it is made new. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Holy One, you desire peace for all nations. Give rulers and citizens wisdom in the use of power, that wars may cease and
all who suffer exile, hunger, and terror find safe haven. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Compassionate One, you have brought us to yourself. Stay near to all who suffer broken hearts, fearful spirits, and
disruptive illness especially Jim, Dan, Denise, Sally, Bill, Raymond, Francis & Grace, Jane, David & Ellen, those on our
prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Abba, Father, your love for your children is boundless. Bless all who father among us and all who yearn for a protective
father. Grant wisdom, patience, and good humor. Thank you for those who have shown us fatherly care. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Living Lord, all who live and all who die belong to you. Thank you for all whose lives have witnessed to your glory.
Comfort all who mourn. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
*OFFERING HYMN #575: In Christ Called to Baptize
All stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward.
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful God,
you open wide your hand
and satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it.
Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it.
We pray this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
7

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Our Lord‘s body let us take together.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #471: Let Us Break Bread Together
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.

8

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Jesus Christ, host of this meal,
you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
Filled again by these signs of your grace,
may we hunger for your reign of justice,
may we thirst for your way of peace,
for you are Lord forevermore.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
*SENDING SONG #661: I Love to Tell the Story
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Toccata in Seven – John Rutter
The flowers this week are given by Anne & Chuck Olescyski in honor of Father’s Day.

9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Christine Dishong
Communion Assistant: Valerie Cardinal
Acolyte:
Danielle Dishong
Lector:
Usher:
Bob Dishong
Attendance Last Week:
47
Weekly Budgeted Expense: $ 3,185.02
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
$ 73,255.42
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 77,774.67

Attendance Last Year:
Last Week’s General Giving:
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
YTD Receipts:

50
$ 1,667.52
$
135.48
$ 77,834.91
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