“39Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life

for my sake will find it.”
~Matthew 10:39
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is
an *, congregational responses are in bold ,and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Third Sunday after Pentecost – June 25, 2017
Jeremiah knew the frustration of having his words rejected. Jesus declares that his words may not bring peace, but
division. In baptism we are buried with Christ that we may walk in newness of life. As we take stands for the sake of
justice and lose our lives for the sake of others, we need not be afraid. The hairs of our head are counted. In baptism we
are marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Today we commemorate the Presentation of the Augsburg Confession. On this day in 1530 the German and Latin
editions of the Augsburg Confession were presented to the Emperor Charles of the Holy Roman Empire. The Augsburg
Confession was written by Philipp Melanchthon and endorsed by Martin Luther, and consists of a brief summary of points
in which the reformers saw their teaching as either agreeing with or differing from that of the Roman Catholic Church of
the time.
PRELUDE: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling – Paul Manz
ANNOUNCEMENTS
TEMPLE TALK – Matt Claus

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN: Will You Come and Follow Me

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve,
to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds,
to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labor and not to ask for reward,
except that of knowing that we do your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13

Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and persecution. Yet
Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector against his enemies and commits his life into God’s
hands.
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O LORD, you have enticed me,
and I was enticed;
you have overpowered me,
and you have prevailed.
I have become a laughingstock all day long;
everyone mocks me.
8
For whenever I speak, I must cry out,
I must shout, “Violence and destruction!”
For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.
9
If I say, “I will not mention him,
or speak any more in his name,”

then within me there is something like a burning fire
shut up in my bones;
I am weary with holding it in,
and I cannot.
10
For I hear many whispering:
“Terror is all around!
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
All my close friends
are watching for me to stumble.
“Perhaps he can be enticed,
and we can prevail against him,
and take our revenge on him.”
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But the LORD is with me like a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble,
and they will not prevail.
They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.
Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.
12
O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous,
you see the heart and the mind;
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.
13
Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!
For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 69: 1-3, 8-9
1. O God, for you I suffered scorn
And shame burns in my face;
I am a stranger to my own,
An alien to my race.
2. My zealousness to save your house
Consumes me totally;
The scorn of those who scorn you, Lord,
Has fallen down on me.

3. I bowed myself before you Lord
In fasting and in prayer,
But that was made a new reproach,
Which I then had to bear.
4. “O Lord, your love is always kind;
I beg you, answer me;
In your compassion and your love,
Turn to me, hear my plea.

5. “Hide not your face, O Lord, be swift
To answer my distress;
Draw near to save me from my foes;
Redeem me, give me rest.”
SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11

In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death. Our lives in the present are marked and
shaped by his crucifixion, just as our lives in the future will be marked and shaped by his resurrection.
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Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin go on
living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
4
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like
6
his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer

be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also
live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 10:24-39

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition, requiring absolute trust in
God and an unswerving commitment to their Lord.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the twelve:]24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25it is enough for the
disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how
much more will they malign those of his household!
26
“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not
become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the
housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and
body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.
30
And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.
32
“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33but
whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.
34
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.
35
For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
36
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
37
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is
not worthy of me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #810: O Jesus, I Have Promised

*APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s world.
God of grace, we give you thanks for renewing the church in every age especially through Philipp Melanchthon and the
witness of the Augsburg Confession. Bless missionaries who boldly proclaim your mercy throughout the world.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Generous God, you love the sparrows and shower your whole creation with abundance. Guide our stewardship by your
wisdom so that all life flourishes as you intend. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of peace, change the hearts of leaders who go to war. Enlighten their minds with your holy imagination, opening new
paths to peace and renewed life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Compassionate God, you tell us not to fear, but we do. Give courage to everyone who faces oppression and bigotry,
hunger and homelessness. Bring healing and hope to all your people, especially Jim, Dan, Denise, Sally, Bill, Raymond,
Francis & Grace, David & Ellen, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of community, thank you for the gift of this congregation. Bless all who are new here. Teach us how to welcome one
another. Unite us as we proclaim your love. Shine through our common life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We give thanks for all who have been baptized into Christ Jesus and now rest in the fullness of Christ’s resurrection
especially Jane Smith. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through Christ our Lord. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
*OFFERING HYMN #764: Have No Fear, Little Flock
All stand for the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward.

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful God,
you open wide your hand
and satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it.
Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it.
We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Our Lord’s body let us take together.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN #732: Borning Cry
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Jesus Christ, host of this meal,
you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
Filled again by these signs of your grace,
may we hunger for your reign of justice,
may we thirst for your way of peace,
for you are Lord forevermore.
Amen.

Farewell and Godspeed
Farewell and Godspeed is an affirmation of the corporate nature of the baptismal faith, for use when a person leaves a
congregation.
Jacob Gordon, as you leave our congregation, we wish to bid you farewell.
A reading from Isaiah: Thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall
not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. (Isaiah 43:1-3)
Brief comments about the person leaving and their life in the congregation may follow.
In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you a member of his church. When you came to
this congregation we rejoiced to welcome you into the mission we share as the people of God. In this community you
have come to know and to share in God’s loving purpose for you and for all creation. God has blessed you in this
community, and God has blessed us through you.
Let us pray.
Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servant Jacob who has enriched this congregation and
shared his gifts with us.
Now bless and preserve him at this time of transition.
Day by day, guide him and give him what is needed,
friends and family to cheer his way,
and a clear vision of that to which you are now calling him.
By your Holy Spirit be present in his pilgrimage,
that he may travel with the one who is the way, the truth, and the life,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
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*SENDING SONG #631: Love Divine, All Love Excelling
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Lift High the Cross – Gordon Young
The flowers this week are given by Kim Richards in celebration of her husband, Reed’s birthday.
9:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Expense:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Christine Dishong
Valerie Cardinal
Danielle Dishong
Bob Dishong
48
$ 3,185.02
$ 76,440.43
$ 78,784.29

Attendance Last Year:
Last Week’s General Giving:
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
YTD Receipts:

47
$ 1,467.77
$
373.23
$ 79,675.91
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