“21Then the son said to him, „Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.‟”
Luke 5:21
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is
an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost – November 12, 2017
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one another with the
promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of
every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage
feast of the lamb.
PRELUDE: Prelude in C – J. S. Bach
ANNOUNCEMENTS
FAITH TALK – Missy Kramer

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, calling for God‟s transforming power.
Source of all life,
We confess that we have not allowed
your grace to set us free.
We fear that we are not good enough.
We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it.
We turn the church inward,
rather than moving it outward.
Forgive us. Stir us.
Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right,
act for what is just,
and seek the healing of your whole creation.
Amen.
God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us
and to empower our lives in the world.
Our sins are forgiven,
☩ God‟s love is unconditional,
and we are raised up as God‟s people
who will always be made new,
in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #439: Soon and Very Soon
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God of justice and love,
you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Amos 5: 18-24
In the days of Amos people thought that the day of the Lord would be a time of great victory, but Amos announced that it
would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The Lord demands justice and
righteousness in the community.
18
Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light;
19
as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
20
Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
21

I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
23
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 70

1

Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me;
O LORD, make | haste to help me.
2
Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and | be disgraced. R
4

Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me
turn back because | of their shame.
4
Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the LORD!”
5
But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, | do not tarry. R
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SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18
Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to eternal life when
Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into
everlasting life with Christ.
13

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God
will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who
are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel‟s call and with the sound of God‟s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cantor: Alleluia. Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. Alleluia.
(Matt. 24:42, 44)
*GOSPEL READING: Luke 15: 11-32
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me
the share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger
son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When
he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he
said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up
and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy
to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands." „20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still
far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the
son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'

But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe — the best one — and put it on him; put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they began to celebrate.
25
Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing.
26
He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been
working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat
so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' 31Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is
mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was
lost and has been found.'"
22

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #785: When Peace Like a River: It is Well with My Soul
*REMEMBERING THE SAINTS
In joyful expectation of the resurrection to eternal life,
we remember this day those who have gone before us in faith and who now rest from their labors.
O God, our help in ages past
and our hope for years to come:
We give you thanks for all your faithful people
who have followed the light of your word
throughout the centuries into our time and place.
God of life, we remember and give thanks for: Hulda & Paul Schulz, Ed & Francis Wehr, J.R. Held, Chip Wilson, Charles
& Anne Olescyski, Arthur & Agnes Pallan, Calvin Croft, Debbie Kevish, Waldo & Edna Smallwood, Nancy Bratchie,
Bonnie Tirk, Rehanna Lydon, Roy & Betty Grise, Edith Duffey, Richard Lydon, Sam Gorseth, William Shepard, Fred
Walko, Jeff Hixon, Harold & Ruth Stang.
As we remember these your children,
strengthen us to follow Christ through this world
until we are carried into the harvest of eternal life,
where suffering and death will be no more.
Hear our prayer in the name of the good and gracious shepherd,
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
Amen.
CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Welcoming God‟s reign of righteousness and mercy, let us pray with people of every time and place.
Awaken your church to be ready to respond when Christ meets us in the cries of those in need. We lift up the church‟s
mission of care through Lutheran World Relief and other agencies. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We give thanks for natural resources like oil, coal, trees, sun, water, and wind. Help us to use them wisely. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Answer the cries of your people in nations caught in war and destruction. Hold in your care all veterans and their families.
Ease the burden of tough memories and bring restoration and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Shine your merciful and healing light on the despairing places of our minds and souls. Bring hope in the midst of danger,
depression, and illness. We pray especially for, Jeff, Jim, Dan, Bill, Francis & Grace, David & Ellen, those on our prayer
list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of grace, all that we have is a gift from you. Inspire and guide us to preserve and protect our precious environment
and all that is in it. Help us to give generously of our time, talents, and possessions to the greater community around us.
Lord in mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless those who prepare for marriage or who have been married in this place. Strengthen all bonds of friendship and
relationship in our community. Give us joy in life together. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Keep us alert for Christ‟s coming, sustained by the promise that we will be reunited with all the faithful who have died.
Thank you for their lives of witness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers and the hopes and concerns of our hearts, O God, as we entrust into your loving care all for whom
we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
OFFERING ANTHEM: I Asked the Lord – J. Lange and J. Duncan
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*OFFERING HYMN #182: Let the Vineyards be Fruitful

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving
what you have first given us – ourselves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God,
Our bread of Life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it to all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this in remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
His life given for us
and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
and make us one with you.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #494: For the Bread Which You Have Broken

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy and compassionate God,
in bread and wine you give us gifts
that form us to be humble and courageous.
May your words come to life
in our serving and in our witness,
that we might speak a living voice
of healing and justice to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends in mission to the world.
SENDING OF COMMUNION
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother‟s tender care:
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread,
assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick and homebound.
In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament,
and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
God, creator or all things, speaking reformation into being;
Jesus Christ, savior of the world, raising the dead;
Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church:
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #638: Blessed Assurance
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Sound the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Fugue in C – J. S. Bach
8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Expense:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Kelly Greb

Matt Claus
93
$ 3,185.02
$ 140,140.80
$ 135,933.03

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Year:
Last Week’s General Giving:
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
YTD Receipts:

Martha Ward
Jim Ward

Carolyn Jarrett
77
$ 4,074.75
$
434.79
$ 135,521.76
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