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“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with

him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.’”
Matthew 25:31

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Christ the King – November 26, 2017
PO Box 411
Mars, PA 16046-0411
www.stjohnchurchmars.org
Phone: 724-625-1830
email:office@stjohnchurchmars.org
Pastor‟s cell: 412-585-1628
Pastor‟s email: pastor@stjohnchurchmars.org
The Rev. Robert Zimmerman, Pastor
Maizy Fisher, Director of Music Ministries

We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is
an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Christ the King – November 26, 2017
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the faithful are those who
served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the
shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of
Christ and his victory over death, yet awaiting the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our
merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.
PRELUDE: Lesson 1 Op. 3 – William Felton
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who calls us into an everlasting hope,
who guides us to springs of the water of life,
who enlightens us with the spirit of wisdom.
Amen.
One with the communion of saints in all times and places,
let us confess our sin against God and one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
O God, our merciful redeemer,
we confess the ways we live only for ourselves.
We fail to see you in our neighbor’s face.
We turn our ears from voices that cry out.
We pass by the hungry and the oppressed.
In your great mercy, forgive our sin
and strengthen us for service to all in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for you,
and for ☩ his sake,
God forgives you all your sin.
Blessed are you! Rejoice and be glad,
beloved people of God.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #435: Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of your grace.
Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24
Since Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume the role of shepherd in Israel.
The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the people.
11
Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek out
their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places
to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and
gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel,
by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain
heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture
on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord
GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak,
but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.
21
Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered
them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
23
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their
shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have
spoken.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 95

1

Come, let us sing |to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
2
Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms.
3
For you, LORD, | are a great God,
and a great ruler a- | bove all gods.
4
In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;
the heights of the hills are | also yours. R
5
The sea is yours, | for you made it,
and your hands have molded | the dry land.
6
Come, let us worship | and bow down,
let us kneel before the | LORD our maker.
7a
For the LORD| is our God,
and we are the people of God‟s pasture and the sheep | of God‟s hand. R

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1: 15-23
In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the dead. The resurrected,
exalted Christ is Lord both of the church and the entire universe, now and in the age to come.
15
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of
his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand

in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named,
not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over
all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cantor: Alleluia. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the coming kingdom
of our ancestor David. Alleluia. (Mark 11:9)

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 25: 31-46
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is done for the least of
those who belong to his family is truly done for him.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will
sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.
34
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, „Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.‟ 37Then the righteous will answer him, „Lord, when was it that we
saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and
visited you?‟ 40And the king will answer them, „Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family you did it to me.‟ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, „You that are accursed, depart from
me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty
and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.‟ 44Then they also will answer, „Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?‟ 45Then he will answer them,
„Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.‟ 46And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #634: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
*REMEMBERING THE SAINTS
In joyful expectation of the resurrection to eternal life,
we remember this day those who have gone before us in faith and who now rest from their labors.
O God, our help in ages past
and our hope for years to come:
We give you thanks for all your faithful people
who have followed the light of your word
throughout the centuries into our time and place.
God of life, we remember and give thanks for Eugene Siembieda, Martha Damico, Ed Johnson, Gordon Kapity.
As we remember these your children,
strengthen us to follow Christ through this world
until we are carried into the harvest of eternal life,
where suffering and death will be no more.
Hear our prayer in the name of the good and gracious shepherd,
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
Amen.
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Welcoming God‟s reign of righteousness and mercy, let us pray with people of every time and place.
Almighty God, your merciful rule encompasses all the world. As we gather for worship in safety, we pray for places
where the church is persecuted. Watch over your people as they witness to your good news. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give bountiful pastures, safety, and health to herds, livestock, and all animals. May our care for all of your creation reflect
your shepherding love for all that you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for international organizations that shine your light in places of strife. Lead relief and aid workers, leaders and
volunteers to seek the lost and provide safety. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, abused, or ill especially Carol, Jeff, Jim, Dan, Bill, Francis & Grace, David
& Ellen, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts. Give wisdom to counselors, doctors,
nurses, and all in professions that provide healing. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Shepherd your churches to welcome the stranger and immigrant in our midst. Call all your people to welcome, clothe,
feed, and visit those in need just as you have provided for the lost and despairing throughout the ages.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give us the hope to which you call us, our glorious inheritance with all your saints. Enrich our lives with the faith and
vision of those saints who have died. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers and the hopes and concerns of our hearts, O God, as we entrust into your loving care all for whom
we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
OFFERING ANTHEM: Thankful – Richard Page
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*OFFERING HYMN #182: Let the Vineyards be Fruitful

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
Creator God,
you made everything, and you provide for every need.
The bread we break and the wine we pour come from you.
As we eat and drink with thanksgiving,
fill us with your love;
let that love flow through us to others;
and join us to the saints before us
in a holy and boundless communion;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord‟s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
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may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Hunger no more. Thirst no more.
Come to the banquet of life.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #838: Beautiful Savior
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Sovereign God,
in this meal you give us a foretaste
of the great feast to come.
Keep us faithful to you,
that we, with all your saints,
may at length celebrate
the marriage feast of the Lamb,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
The love of God surround you;
the grace of ☩ Christ release you;
and the Holy Spirit be your guide and strength,
now and forevermore.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #434: Jesus Shall Reign
*DISMISSAL
Led on by the saints before us,
go in peace to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Lesson 1 Op. 3 – William Felton
The flowers this week are given by John & Ruth Ann Tully in memory of their parents and grandparents.
8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Expense:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Kelly Greb

Matt Claus
$ 3,185.02
$ 146,510.83
$ 143,720.18

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Year:
Last Week’s General Giving:
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
YTD Receipts:

Martha Ward
Jim Ward

Carolyn Jarrett
$
1,437.85
$
112.15
$ 139,768.76
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