“ 7The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am
not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit. ”

Mark 1:7-8
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is
an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
The Baptism of Our Lord – January 7, 2018
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit/wind moved over the waters. Both Mark’s
gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The
Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’
mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.
PRELUDE: Wise Ones Led by a Star – Paul Taylor
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #310: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*KYRIE
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*GLORY TO GOD

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and
transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Genesis 1: 1-5
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the primeval darkness, God brings light. This familiar story was good news for the
Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for any person living in the chaos and
darkness of despair. God created and continues to create new life.
1
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, ―Let there be
light‖; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 29

1

Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness.
3
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
6
the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
7
The voice | of the LORD
bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R
9
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, ―Glory!‖
10
The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
11
O LORD, give strength | to your people;
give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R
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SECOND READING: Acts 19: 1-7
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of the Holy
Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptized them, the Holy Spirit came upon them and empowered them
with gifts of the Spirit.
1

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found
some disciples. 2He said to them, ―Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?‖ They replied, ―No, we
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.‖ 3Then he said, ―Into what then were you baptized?‖ They answered, ―Into
John’s baptism.‖ 4Paul said, ―John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who
was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.‖ 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul
had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there
were about twelve of them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Mark 1: 4-11
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is himself the one
who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.
4

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, ―The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am
not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.‖
9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice
came from heaven, ―You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.‖
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The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #304: Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all people in need.
For the church and the ministry of the baptized, that your Holy Spirit will teach all people to forgive sins, ending violence
and ushering in peace throughout the world, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the earth and all living things, for favorable weather, for plants and animals, that you will cause all creation to thrive
in the care of good stewards, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the leaders of national and local governments, agencies, and organizations, for areas of the world suffering from war,
that you will bless all people with plenty, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the sick and suffering, the imprisoned and hungry, the lonely and grieving, especially Carol, Jeff, Jim, Dan, Bill,
Francis & Grace, David & Ellen, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts, that Christ
our great physician will soothe and console all in need, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For our local community, and for this congregation, that in our joys and sorrows we remember that we are God’s beloved
children, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

7

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith, both distant and near, who have taught us to believe the good news of
Christ, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the sake of the one through whom you
have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN #456: Baptized in Water
Please stand for the final verse as the gifts are brought forward.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
Merciful God,
receive the gifts we bring,
our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Through this meal unite us as your body,
shining with the light of your justice and mercy;
for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Blessed are you O Holy God:
you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through your prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
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By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of our Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
We who are many are one body,
For we all partake of the one bread.
Come, be filled with light and life.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #396: Spirit of Gentleness
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
O Morning Star, fair and bright,
you have refreshed us again with heavenly food.
You are our dearest treasure.
Go with us now –
today, tomorrow, every day –
that we tell the story of your never-ending love
and sing your praise both now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
The God of glory dwell in you richly,
name you beloved,
and shine brightly on your path;
and the blessing of almighty God,
The Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
Be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #673: O God, Whose Almighty Word
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace
Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: God’s Earth of Beauty – Conrad Kocher
8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:

Weekly Budgeted Expense:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Christine Dishong

31

$
$
$

3,185.02

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Year:

2017 Figures
L ast Week’s General Giving:
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
YTD Receipts:

Valerie Cardinal

Jamie Weaver
N/A

$
$
$

393.25
19.26
158,396.76
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