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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is
an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost – October 21, 2018
Today’s gospel starts with disciples obsessing over who’s number one, which leads Jesus to say something about God's
take on importance and power. Here Jesus makes it explicit that the reversal of values in God’s community is a direct
challenge to the values of the dominant culture, where wielding power over others is what makes you great. When we
pray “your kingdom come” we are praying for an end to tyranny and oppression. We pray this gathered around the cross,
a sign of great shame transformed to be the sign of great honor and service.
PRELUDE: Prelude in G – J.S. Bach
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GIVING IN GRATITUDE FAITH TALK

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the☩ holy Trinity,
the one who fashions us,
the one who heals us,
the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power.
Source of all life,
We confess that we have not allowed
your grace to set us free.
We fear that we are not good enough.
We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it.
We turn the church inward,
rather than moving it outward.
Forgive us. Stir us.
Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right,
act for what is just,
and seek the healing of your whole creation.
Amen.
God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us
and to empower our lives in the world.
Our sins are forgiven,
☩ God’s love is unconditional,
and we are raised up as God’s people
who will always be made new,
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #787: On Eagle's Wings
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on earth. Shape us into willing servants of
your kingdom, and make us desire always and only your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 53:4–12
A reading from Isaiah.
This reading is from the last of four passages in Isaiah that are often called “servant songs.” Christians are probably
most familiar with this servant song. In light of Christian faith, the servant’s healing ministry and redemptive suffering
are understood to be fulfilled in the life and death of Christ.
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Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.
5
But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.
6
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
7

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
8
By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people.
9
They made his grave with the wicked
and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
10

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain.
When you make his life an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the LORD shall prosper.
11
Out of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
12
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 91

9

Because you have made the |LORD your refuge,
and the Most High your | habitation,
10
there shall no evil hap- | pen to you,
neither shall any plague come | near your dwelling.
11
For he shall give his angels charge | over you,
to keep you in | all your ways.
12
They shall bear you | in their hands,
lest you dash your foot a- | gainst a stone. R
13
You shall tread upon the li- | on and the adder;
you shall trample the young lion and the serpent un- | der your feet.
14
Because he is bound to me in love, therefore will I de- | liver him;
I will protect him, because he | knows my name.
15
He shall call upon me, and I will | answer him;
I am with him in trouble; I will rescue him and bring | him to honor.
16
With long life will I sat- | isfy him,
and show him | my salvation. R
SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:1-10
A reading from Hebrews.
Using imagery from scripture and from Jewish worship practices, Jesus is presented as the great high priest who was
obedient to God’s saving plan. Through his suffering and death he has become the source of eternal salvation.
1
Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer
gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to
weakness; 3and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. 4And one does
not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was.
5
So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him,
“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”;
6
as he says also in another place,
“You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”
7
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned
obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who
obey him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 12:22-34
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
A heart of gratitude celebrates God at the center of our lives, and the one who continues to give, bringing grace and life
through Jesus Christ.
22
He said to his disciples, "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or about your
body, what you will wear. 23For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they
neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you
than the birds! 25And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 26If then you are not able to do so
small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin yet I
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you — you of little faith! 29And
do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. 30For it is the nations of
the world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, strive for his kingdom,
and these things will be given to you as well.
32
Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your
possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no
thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #712: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for God’s will to be fulfilled among us, we pray persistently for the church, the world, and all people in need.
Holy One, open lines of communication within your church, enabling us to listen to each person’s voice and to lift up each
person’s unique gifts for your sake. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Fill creation from mountain peaks to the deepest valleys with your invigorating Spirit. Give strength and provision to
animals that prepare for colder weather. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Grant your Spirit of humility to those who hold authority. Direct political leaders to live in service to their citizens, and
turn our eyes and our hearts toward our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Guard and protect the ones who call to you out of despair, illness, or injury, especially Jean, Karen, Harry, Ruth, Pastor
Storm, Frieda, Kim, Bill, Francis & Grace, David & Ellen, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or
in our heart. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bear the pain of people who are denied justice, especially when it results in violence or death. Bring your peaceful rule
into the world for the sake of those who are oppressed. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Prepare a seat for all the saints in your holy realm. Bring us all into a righteous reality where honor is given to the lowly
and where we all share in the life that you give. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Enfold all things in your compassion, O God, and bring us into your life through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM – The Lord Has Called Me to Serve
The Lord has called me to serve, humbly I shall go. Armed with power in His word to gather in His fold; to the souls who
are waiting for truth, my feet He will guide. Friends I knew so long ago will join me at His side. Father wilt thou guide me
in all I do and say, grant thy Spirit unto me, and never let me stray.
Divine truth from Father above, pure and crystal clear, has blessed my life beyond belief, this message I must share. The
Savior is calling me, His voice I can hear, go ye teach all nations, the end is drawing near. Father wilt thou guide me in
all I do and say, grant thy Spirit unto me, and never let me stray.
Father wilt thou guide me in all I do and say, grant thy Spirit unto me, and never let me stray, and never let me stray.
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*OFFERTORY HYMN: Let the Vineyards be Fruitful
Please stand.

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Use us, and what we have gathered,
in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
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And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent in this end of the ages
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.
He is your Word,
inseparable from you.
Through him you created all things,
and in him you take delight.
He is your Word,
sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.
He there took on our nature and our lot
and was shown forth as your Son,
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will
and won for you a holy people;
he stretched out his hands in suffering
in order to free from suffering those who trust you.
It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted,
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one,
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous,
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:
Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
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This is my blood poured out for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,
we lift this bread and cup before you,
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.
And we ask you:
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church;
gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him all glory and honor are yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church both now and forever.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
and make us one with you.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread
and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental
grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has grape juice.
Gluten free wafers are available.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

*COMMUNION HYMN #538: The Lord Now Sends Us Forth
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy and compassionate God,
in bread and wine you give us gifts
that form us to be humble and courageous.
May your words come to life
in our serving and in our witness,
that we might speak a living voice
of healing and justice to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends in mission to the world.
BLESSING
God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being;
Jesus Christ, savior of the world, raising the dead;
Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church;
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #676: Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Sound the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Fugue in G – J.S. Bach
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The flowers this week are given by Janet Senka in memory of her parents, John & Virginia Closshey.
8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Expense:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Dave Knauff

Clarence Strabel
53
$ 3,088.92
$
$

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Carol Zimmerman
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Denise Hager
Usher:
John Fritz
Attendance Last Year:
59
Last Week’s General Giving:
$ 1,217.90
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
$
844.10
2018 YTD General Giving:
$ 115,329.37
2018 YTD Designated Giving:
$ 17,303.32
2018 YTD Receipts:
$ 132,632.69
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