“23…since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;

24

they

are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus.”
~Romans 3:23-24
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise when there is
an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Reformation Sunday – October 28, 2018
On this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: the gospel of Christ—the good news—that makes us free! We pray that the
Holy Spirit would continue to unite the church today in its proclamation and witness to the world. In the waters of
baptism we are made one body; we pray for the day that all Christians will also be one at the Lord’s table.
Today we commemorate Simon and Jude, Apostles. We know little about these apostles. Simon is listed as "the zealot" or
Cananean in New Testament lists. Jude, also called Thaddeus, asked Jesus at the last supper why he had revealed himself
to the disciples but not to the world.
PRELUDE: In the Name of the Lord – Phill McHugh
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GIVING IN GRATITUDE FAITH TALK

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the☩ holy Trinity,
the one who fashions us,
the one who heals us,
the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, calling for God‟s transforming power.
Source of all life,
We confess that we have not allowed
your grace to set us free.
We fear that we are not good enough.
We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it.
We turn the church inward,
rather than moving it outward.
Forgive us. Stir us.
Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right,
act for what is just,
and seek the healing of your whole creation.
Amen.
God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us
and to empower our lives in the world.
Our sins are forgiven,
☩ God‟s love is unconditional,
and we are raised up as God‟s people
who will always be made new,
in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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*GATHERING HYMN #504: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial,
defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31–34
A reading from Jeremiah.
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To
know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible
only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.
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31

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring
them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I
will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another,
or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD;
for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 46

1

God is our ref- | uge and strength,
a very present| help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths | of the sea;
3
though its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | at its tumult.
4
The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. R
5
There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
6
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be | overthrown;
God shall help her at the | break of day.
7
The nations make much ado, and the king- | doms are shaken;
God has spoken, and the earth shall | melt away.
8
The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. R
9
Come now and look upon the works | of the LORD,
what awesome things he has | done on earth.
10
It is he who makes war to cease in | all the world;
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire.
11
“Be still, then, and know that | I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.”
12
The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. R

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
A reading from Romans.
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human beings make
themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine
activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus
Christ.
19
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be
silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by
deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
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21

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the
prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to
show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to
prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith.
28
For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: John 8:31-36
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets people free
from sin.
31
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and
you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and
have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, „You will be made free‟?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not
have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be
free indeed.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SONG – I’ve Got Joy, Joy, Joy in My Heart
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #729: The Church of Christ, in Every Age
CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
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God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for God‟s will to be fulfilled among us, we pray persistently for the church, the world, and all people in need.
Holy God, work in your church across denominational and cultural divisions to form us into a more complete expression
of your holy community. Show the world your likeness through us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
By rain, rivers, and oceans, remind us how your word flows through this world, surrounding us with grace. Keep us
always in the covenant that is sealed in water and Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Free us from the lies we tell ourselves or others in order to justify our words and actions. Lead us to speak honestly and to
listen humbly, and reveal your truth among us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Be a stronghold for people who are in danger this day and those in need of healing, especially Carol, Cindy, Jean, Karen,
Harry, Ruth, Pastor Storm, Frieda, Kim, Bill, Francis & Grace, David & Ellen, those on our prayer list, and all whom we
remember aloud or in our heart. In your righteous presence cause the evil that surrounds them to flee, and clothe them
with your mercy. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Continue making all things new. Seal your covenant with humankind, and write your law on our hearts. Make repentance
a regular habit for us so that forgiveness abounds. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Guide all the saints in proclaiming the good news of salvation in Christ as you did with Simon and Jude, apostles. Bring
your people eternally into Christ‟s presence on the last day. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Enfold all things in your compassion, O God, and bring us into your life through the faithfulness of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN – Choir - Rejoice the Lord is King
Rejoice the Lord is King. Your Lord and King adore. Mortals give thanks and sing, and sing, and triumph evermore, and
triumph evermore. Lift up your heart! Lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say rejoice, rejoice again I say, rejoice.
The Lord, the Savior reigns. The God of truth and love. When He had purged our stains, He took His seat above. He took
His seat above, lift up your heart! Lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say rejoice. Rejoice again I say, rejoice.
His kingdom cannot fail. He rules over earth and heaven. The keys of death and hell, to Christ the Lord are given. Lift up
your heart! Lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say rejoice! Lift up your heart. Lift up your voice. Rejoice, again I say
rejoice. Rejoice in glorious hope. He sits at God’s right hand. Let every heart be glad, be glad, with joy our souls expand.
With joy our souls expand. Lift up your heart. Lift up your voice. Rejoice, again I say rejoice. Rejoice, again I say rejoice.
Lift up your heart. Lift up your voice. Lift up your voice and sing. Lift up your heart. Lift up your voice. The Lord is King,
our King.
*OFFERTORY HYMN: Let the Vineyards be Fruitful
Please stand.
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:
ourselves, our time, and our possessions.
Use us, and what we have gathered,
in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent in this end of the ages
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.
He is your Word,
inseparable from you.
Through him you created all things,
and in him you take delight.
He is your Word,
sent from heaven to a virgin‟s womb.
He there took on our nature and our lot
and was shown forth as your Son,
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will
and won for you a holy people;
he stretched out his hands in suffering
in order to free from suffering those who trust you.
It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted,
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one,
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous,
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:
Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This is my blood poured out for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,
we lift this bread and cup before you,
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.
And we ask you:
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church;
gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him all glory and honor are yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church both now and forever.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread,
and make us one with you.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread
and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental
grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has grape juice.
Gluten free wafers are available.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

*COMMUNION HYMN #591: That Priceless Grace
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy and compassionate God,
in bread and wine you give us gifts
that form us to be humble and courageous.
May your words come to life
in our serving and in our witness,
that we might speak a living voice
of healing and justice to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends in mission to the world.
BLESSING
God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being;
Jesus Christ, savior of the world, raising the dead;
Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church;
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #652: Built on a Rock
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Sound the good news. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: We Will Glorify – Twila Paris
The flowers are given by Kathy Marshall in memory of Jim for what would be their 48th wedding anniversary on
October 31.
8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Expense:
YTD Budgeted Expenses:
YTD Actual Expense:

Dave Knauff

Clarence Strabel
54
$ 3,088.92
$129,734.77
$143,791.68

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Year:
Last Week’s General Giving:
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
2018 YTD General Giving:
2018 YTD Designated Giving:
2018 YTD Receipts:

Denise Hager

John Fritz
42
$ 3,086.85
$
334.47
$ 118,416.22
$ 17,637.79
$ 136,054.01
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