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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise if you are able
when there is an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
6th Sunday after Epiphany – February 17, 2019
Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well to listen closely to whom the “blessed
ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find our place in the crowd among those who desire to touch Jesus. The risen
Christ stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an invitation to live in him and the power to heal us all.
PRELUDE: For All the Blessings of the Year – David H. Hegarty
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us and forms us,
who redeems us and calls us,
who unites us and sends us.
Amen.
Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin.
Mighty and loving God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We seek our own way.
We divide the body of Christ.
In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us.
Let the words of our mouths,
the thoughts of our hearts,
and everything that we do
be filled with faith, hope, and love.
Amen.
Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim release to the captives.”
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are forgiven and you are released.
The joy of the Lord is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. Amen.
* GATHERING SONG #841: Lift Every Voice and Sing
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives make known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 17:5-10
A reading from Jeremiah.
These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings (17:5-11) that contrast two ways of
life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality of God is active in our life. Life without God brings a curse, the
power of death.
5
Thus says the LORD:
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the LORD.
6
They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see when relief comes.
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.
7

Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,
whose trust is the LORD.
8
They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.
It shall not fear when heat comes,
and its leaves shall stay green;
in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.
9

The heart is devious above all else;
it is perverse—
who can understand it?
10
I the LORD test the mind
and search the heart,
to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 1

1

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful!
2
Their delight is in the law | of the LORD,
and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R
3
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that | do not wither;
everything they | do shall prosper.
4
It is not so | with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind | blows away.
5
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous.
6
For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has been raised, those who are in
Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life beyond death.
12
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the
13
dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; 14and if Christ has not been raised, then our
proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because
we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead
are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your
sins. 18Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all
people most to be pitied.
20
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

5

GOSPEL: Luke 6: 17-26
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature and demands of discipleship. He
begins his great sermon with surprising statements about who is truly blessed in the eyes of God.
17
[Jesus] came down with[the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude
of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.18They had come to hear him and to be healed of
their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all in the crowd were trying to touch
him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.
20
Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
21
“Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
22
“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the
Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their
ancestors did to the prophets.
24
“But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
25
“Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.
26
“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
* HYMN OF THE DAY #728: Blest Are They
*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
We pray for the church. Raise up faithful leaders to proclaim the gospel. Guide us in the ways of love. Empower us in
ministry and service. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the earth. Bless deserts and canyons, farmlands and vineyards. Bring sufficient rainfall to lands parched by drought,
and restore places scorched by wildfire. Protect fragile environments from harm. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the nations. Grant wisdom to our elected leaders for the sake of the common good. Give courage to those who suffer
persecution. Give patience and perseverance to those who work to bring an end to injustice. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For those in need. For those who do not have enough food; for those who lack money; for those who are estranged from
their families; for those who worry about many things. Comfort those who mourn. Heal and strengthen those who are
sick, especially Bob, Karen, Harry, Roy, Ruth, Pastor Storm, Frieda, Kim, Bill, Francis & Grace, David & Ellen; those on
our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our heart. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For this assembly. For newcomers, visitors, longtime members, and those who are absent from us today. Root us deeply in
your word and increase our faith. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died. Encourage us by their example and lead us in faith until we are
united at your unending feast. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM – The Lord’s Prayer – Albert Hay Malotte
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OFFERTORY HYMN – Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Please stand.

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
God of all creation,
all you have made is good,
and your love endures forever.
You bring forth bread from the earth
and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts,
that we might be for the world
signs of your gracious presence
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
8

Blessed are you, O holy God:
you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people
to be a light to the nations.
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
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By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table where Christ meets you.
Eat, rejoice, and be glad!
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread
and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental
grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has grape juice.
Gluten free wafers are available.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

* COMMUNION SONG #725: When the Poor Ones
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The God of glory dwell in you richly,
name you beloved,
and shine brightly on your path;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #710: Let Streams of Living Justice
*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is your light.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: A Joyous Song of Praise – Samuel Wesley, arr. Edward Broughton
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8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Lector:
Usher:

10:30 am
Matt Claus

Larry Werner

Attendance Last Week:
55
Weekly Budgeted Expense: $ 3,362.64
YTD Budgeted Expenses: $ 20,175.83
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 15,597.58

Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Lector:
Usher:

Attendance Last Year:
Last Week’s General Giving:
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
2019 YTD General Giving:
2019 YTD Designated Giving:
2019 YTD Receipts:

Missy Kramer

James Ward

53

$
$
$

2,553.05*
719.37**
15,825.76

$

2,219.52

$

18,045.28

$
$
$

134.37
580.00
5.00

Special items included in totals:
**Benevolence
**Food Bank
**Mission Emphasis
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