“29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the
hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff.
30
But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.”

~Luke
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4:29-30

We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise if you are able
when there is an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
4th Sunday after Epiphany – February 3, 2019
The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least expected. God uses our lips to declare that glory,
inexperienced and hesitant though they may be. God uses our love to demonstrate that glory and so urges us to exercise it.
God uses Jesus of Nazareth, water and the word, bread and wine, to reveal God’s glory where and when God chooses.
Take heed, lest the glory of God slip through our midst unnoticed.
Today we commemorate Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and Sweden, died 865. A monk who
helped bring Christianity to Scandinavia, Ansgar returned to Germany where he was named bishop of Hamburg. He is
remembered for his love for poor people.
PRELUDE: Dialogue sur les Grands Jeux – Francois Couperin
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us and forms us,
who redeems us and calls us,
who unites us and sends us.
Amen.
Gathered in God‟s presence, let us confess our sin.
Mighty and loving God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We seek our own way.
We divide the body of Christ.
In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us.
Let the words of our mouths,
the thoughts of our hearts,
and everything that we do
be filled with faith, hope, and love.
Amen.
Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim release to the captives.”
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are forgiven and you are released.
The joy of the Lord is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. Amen.
* GATHERING SONG #715: Christ, Be Our Light
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love; and that we may obtain what you
promise, make us love what you command, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 1:4-10
A reading from Jeremiah.
God calls Jeremiah to be a prophet and consecrates him in the womb. Jeremiah’s task is to preach God’s word in the
midst of the difficult political realities of his time, before the Babylonian exile. He is to make God known not only to
Judah, but also to the nations.
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Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,
5
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
6
Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 7But the LORD said to me,
“Do not say, „I am only a boy‟;
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you.
8
Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,
says the LORD.”
9
Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me,
“Now I have put my words in your mouth.
10
See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 71

1

In you, O LORD, have I | taken refuge;
let me never be | put to shame.
2
In your righteousness, deliver me and | set me free;
incline your ear to | me and save me.
3
Be my strong rock, a castle to | keep me safe;
you are my crag | and my stronghold.
4
Deliver me, my God, from the hand | of the wicked,
from the clutches of the evildoer and | the oppressor. R
5
For you are my hope, | O Lord GOD,
my confidence since | I was young.
6
I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; from my mother’s womb you have | been my strength;
my praise shall be al- | ways of you. R
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
Christians in Corinth prided themselves on their spiritual gifts. Paul reminds them that God gives us many gifts through
the Holy Spirit, but the purpose behind all of them is love, the kind of love that God showed us in Jesus Christ.
1
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
2
And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I
may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.
4
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8
Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10but when the complete
comes, the partial will come to an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a
child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see
face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13And now faith, hope, and
love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 4:21-30
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
People in Jesus’ hometown are initially pleased when he says that God will free the oppressed. Their pleasure turns to
rage when he reminds them that God’s prophetic mission typically pushes beyond human boundaries so that mercy and
healing are extended to those regarded as outsiders.
21
Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.” 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not
this Joseph‟s son?” 23He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, „Doctor, cure yourself!‟ And you will
say, „Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.‟ ” 24And he said, “Truly I tell
you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet‟s hometown. 25But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of
Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; 26yet
Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in Israel in the
time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard this, all in the
synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which
their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them and went on his
way.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDEREN’S SONG – My God is Number One
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
* HYMN OF THE DAY #520: Dearest Jesus at Our Word
*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
We pray for the church. Inspire us by your Spirit as we respond to your call. When we are reluctant, strengthen us; when
we are doubtful, encourage us. Above all, let your love shine through us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the earth. For mountains and prairies, cities and farms, rain forests and deserts. Awaken us to the mystery and
diversity of your creation. Nurture all living things and protect your creation from harm. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For the nations. Kindle within us a spirit of respect for one another. Protect those fleeing their homes to escape danger or
oppression. Bring peace to communities torn apart by warfare and violence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For those in need. Protect those who suffer abuse and encourage those who lack hope. Guide all who provide medical
care. Comfort those who grieve and bring healing to the sick, especially Bob, Karen, Harry, Roy, Ruth, Pastor Storm,
Frieda, Kim, Bill, Francis & Grace, David & Ellen; those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our
heart. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For this assembly. Bless our children and our elders. Gather us into a community guided by your love. Inspire in us a
spirit of hospitality and kindness. Teach us to bear one another‟s burdens with compassion. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks for those who have gone before us in faith, and who now see you face-to-face, especially Ansgar. Inspire
us by their example and bring us into your everlasting presence. Lord, in your mercy, ear our prayer.
Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
OFFERING ANTHEM – Sweet, Sweet Spirit – Doris Akers
There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know it’s the Spirit of the Lord; there are sweet expressions on each face,
and I know they feel the presence of the Lord.
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly dove, stay right here with us, filling us with your love. And for these blessings, we lift
our hearts in praise; without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived when we shall leave this place.
There are blessings you cannot receive, till you know Him in his fullness and believe; you’re the one to profit when you
say, I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly dove, stay right here with us, filling us with your love. And for these blessings, we lift
our hearts in praise: without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived when we shall leave this place.
If you say He saved you from your sin, now you’re weak, you’re bound and cannot enter in, you can make it right if you
will yield. You’ll enjoy the Holy Spirit that we feel.
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly dove, stay right here with us, filling us with your love. And for these blessings, we lift
our hearts in praise; without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived when we shall leave this place.
OFFERTORY HYMN – Let the Vineyard Be Fruitful
Please stand.

7

*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
God of all creation,
all you have made is good,
and your love endures forever.
You bring forth bread from the earth
and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts,
that we might be for the world
signs of your gracious presence
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Blessed are you, O holy God:
you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people
to be a light to the nations.
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Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table where Christ meets you.
Eat, rejoice, and be glad!
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread
and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental
grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has grape juice.
Gluten free wafers are available.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

* COMMUNION SONG #499: O Lord, We Praise You
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The God of glory dwell in you richly,
name you beloved,
and shine brightly on your path;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #313: O Lord, Now Let Your Servant
*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is your light.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Basse de Trompette – Louis Marchand

8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:

10:30 am
Dave Knauff

Bob Davidson

Attendance Last Week:
Weekly Budgeted Expense: $
YTD Budgeted Expenses: $
YTD Actual Expense:
$

48
3,362.64

Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Acolyte:
Lector:
Usher:
Attendance Last Year:
Last Week’s General Giving:
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
2019 YTD General Giving:
2019 YTD Designated Giving:
2019 YTD Receipts:
Special items include in totals:
*Initial Offering/Envelope Program:
**Benevolence
**Food Bank
**Mission Emphasis
**Organ Fund
**Mission Endowment Fund

Valerie Cardinal

53

$
$
$

2,531.10*
803.90**
8,837.46

$

1,153.46

$

9,991.33

$
$
$
$
$
$

25.00
131.90
561.00
56.00
50.00
5.00
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