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Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and
James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29And while he was praying, the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white.”
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise if you are able
when there is an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
Transfiguration of Our Lord – March 3, 2019
Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus will be unable to avoid reflecting that glory in the world. It was true for
Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray that it will be true of all of us who see the glory of the
Lord in the word and in the supper and who are being “transformed into the same image” by the Spirit of God.
PRELUDE: Scherzo-Fanfare (first half) – Robert Leech Bedell
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us and forms us,
who redeems us and calls us,
who unites us and sends us.
Amen.
Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin.
Mighty and loving God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We seek our own way.
We divide the body of Christ.
In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us.
Let the words of our mouths,
the thoughts of our hearts,
and everything that we do
be filled with faith, hope, and love.
Amen.
Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim release to the captives.”
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are forgiven and you are released.
The joy of the Lord is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. Amen.
* GATHERING SONG #838: Beautiful Savior
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

2

*KYRIE
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*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
Transform us into the likeness of your Son, who renewed our humanity so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Exodus 34:29-35
A reading from Exodus.
Moses’ face shone with the reflected glory of God after he received the ten commandments on Mount Sinai. The sight
caused the Israelites to be afraid, so Moses wore a veil to mask the radiance of God’s glory, taking it off when he spoke
directly with God.
29
Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant
in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30When Aaron and
all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses called to
them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32Afterward all the
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai.33When
Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; 34but whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak
with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been
commanded, 35the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the
veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 99

1

The LORD is king; let the | people tremble.
The LORD is enthroned upon the cherubim; let | the earth shake.
2
The LORD, | great in Zion,
is high a- | bove all peoples.
3
Let them confess God’s name, which is | great and awesome;
God is the | Holy One.
4
O mighty king, lover of justice, you have es- | tablished equity;
you have executed justice and righteous- | ness in Jacob. R
5
Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down be- | fore God’s footstool;
God is the | Holy One.
6
Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call upon your | name, O LORD,
they called upon you, and you | answered them,
7
you spoke to them out of the pil- | lar of cloud;
they kept your testimonies and the decree | that you gave them.
8
O LORD our God, you answered | them indeed;
you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their | evil deeds.
9
Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God’s |holy hill;
for the LORD our God is the | Holy One. R
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SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 3:12--4:2
A reading from 2 Corinthians.
In his debates with the Corinthians, Paul contrasts the glory of Moses with the glory of Christ. The Israelites could not see
Moses’ face because of the veil. But in Christ we see the unveiled glory of God and are transformed into Christ’s likeness.
12
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 13not like Moses, who put a veil over his face to
keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. 14But their minds were hardened.
Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is
it set aside. 15Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; 16but when one turns to the
Lord, the veil is removed. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And all of
us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same
image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.
4:1
Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2We have
renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open
statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 9: 28-36 [37-43a]
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The conversation about Jesus’ suffering and death is enclosed in a dazzling foreshadowing of the resurrection. God
affirms Jesus’ identity, the disciples are stunned speechless, and Jesus resumes his mission with a demonstration of his
power over evil.
28
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the
mountain to pray. 29And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white.
30
Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31They appeared in glory and were speaking of his
departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with
sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33Just as they were
leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 35Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my
Chosen; listen to him!” 36When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told
no one any of the things they had seen.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S SONG – He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
* HYMN OF THE DAY #317: Jesus on the Mountain Peak
*CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
We pray for the church. Open us to listen to your word and to do your will. Direct us in paths of faithful service that
reflect your love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the earth, your beloved creation and our fragile home; for mountains and prairies; for cities and wilderness areas.
Renew places we have neglected or misused. Where natural disasters have altered the land, help us to honor nature’s
healing. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the nations. Shine the light of truth into world relationships hindered by mistrust or misunderstanding. Bring freedom
and stability to all nations. Shelter those who have been displaced by war, famine, or natural disaster. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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For those in need. Free those who struggle with shame or guilt. Bring clarity to those whose judgment is clouded by fear.
Comfort those who grieve, and heal the sick especially Ava, Jan, Nathan, Karen, Harry, Roy, Ruth, Pastor Storm, Frieda,
Kim, Bill, Francis & Grace, David & Ellen; those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our heart.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For this assembly. Deepen our faith and understanding. Guide our ministries of hospitality and outreach. Renew us in the
baptismal promise to care for others and the world you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died. Inspire us by their example and bring us with them into the eternal
light of your presence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM – I’d Rather Have Jesus
Please stand.
I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold, I’d rather be His than have riches untold. I’d rather have Jesus than houses or
lands, I’d rather be led by His nail-pierced hand than to be king of a vast domain, or be held in sin’s sway. I’d rather
have Jesus than anything this world affords today.
I’d rather have Jesus than men’s applause, I’d rather be faithful to His dear cause. I’d rather have Jesus than worldwide
fame, I’d rather be true to His holy name than to be the king of a vast domain, or be held in sin’s dread sway. I’d rather
have Jesus than anything this world affords today.
OFFERTORY HYMN - Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
Holy God, gracious and merciful,
you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation.
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way,
that all may know your care;
and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love,
that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Blessed are you, O holy God:
you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people
to be a light to the nations.
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.
9

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread
and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental
grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has grape juice.
Gluten free wafers are available.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

* COMMUNION SONG #671: Shine, Jesus, Shine
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The God of glory dwell in you richly,
name you beloved,
and shine brightly on your path;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #318: Alleluia, Song of Gladness
*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is your light.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Scherzo-Fanfare (second half) – Robert Leech Bedell

The flowers this week are given by Janet Senka in memory of her husband, George J. Senka.
8:00 am

10:30 am

Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Lector:
Usher:

Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Lector:
Usher:
Collecting Offering:

Todd Niklewicz

Attendance Last Week:
52
Weekly Budgeted Expense: $ 3,362.64
YTD Budgeted Expenses: $ 26,901.10
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 22,048.22

Attendance Last Year:
Last Week’s General Giving:
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
2019 YTD General Giving:
2019 YTD Designated Giving:
2019 YTD Receipts:

Keith Cardinal
Leikauf’s
Anna & Nathan Kramer

68

$
$
$

2,082.49
114.60 **
20,072.26

$

2,540.02

$

22,612.28

$
$

109.60
5.00

Special items included in totals:
**Benevolence
**Food Bank

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39383. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989.
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