“31Then the father said to him, „Son, you are always with me, and all that
is mine is yours.

But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of
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yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.”

~Luke 15:31-32
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Please rise if you are able
when there is an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
4th Sunday in Lent – March 31, 2019
The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!” Happy
are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the
forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father at the return of his prodigal
son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!
Today we commemorate John Donne, poet, died 1631. After finishing his education at Oxford University, Donne seemed
headed for a career in the English public service. But a series of circumstances led him into the ordained ministry. He is
well known as a writer of both secular and sacred poetry.
PRELUDE: Marche Solennelle first half

by Felix Borowski

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you
have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.
* GATHERING SONG #791: We Sing to You, O God
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*KYRIE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us
with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12
A reading from Joshua.
By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the miraculous manna that had
sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring their forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at
Gilgal.
9
The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place is called
Gilgal to this day.
10
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the
month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land,
unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no
longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 32
Psalm to be read responsively.
1

Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven,
and whose sin is | put away!
2
Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there | is no guile!
3
While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away,
because of my groaning | all day long.
4
For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.
5
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- |ceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin.
6
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them.
7
You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.
8
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go;
I will guide you | with my eye.
9
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.”
10
Great are the tribulations | of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD.
11
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are | true of heart.
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
A reading from Corinthians.
One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed into newness. All mistakes, all
deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s resurrection. This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation
in the city of Corinth.
16
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from
a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything
old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our
sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned it. The grace he receives is
beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older brother who believed it was his obedience that earned his place
in the father’s home.
1
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.]2And the Pharisees and the scribes
were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
3
So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father,
„Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.‟ So he divided his property between them. 13A few days
later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in
dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be
in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the
pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But
when he came to himself he said, „How many of my father‟s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am
dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ‟ 20So he set off and
went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his
arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, „Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am
no longer worthy to be called your son.‟ 22But the father said to his slaves, „Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!‟ And they began to celebrate.
25
“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing.
26
He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, „Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.‟ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, „Listen! For all these years I have been
working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat
so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!‟ 31Then the father said to him, „Son, you are always with me, and all that is
mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was
lost and has been found.‟ ”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
CHILDREN’S SONG: Fruit of the Spirit
SERMON
* HYMN OF THE DAY #588: There's a Wideness in God's Mercy
*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the church, for people in need, and for all of
creation.
God of abundant grace, guide your church to look upon people as you look upon them, with compassion and as deserving
of mercy. Shape us to be worthy ambassadors of Christ. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Bestow dignity on migrant and seasonal farm and factory workers. When the time comes for them to leave jobs, provide
new ways for them to make a livelihood. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Inspire musicians and poets like John Donne, whom we commemorate today to point to your unfathomable beauty and
creativity. Enhance our vision of your holiness through their works. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Protect and preserve all people who look to you to be their hiding place, especially Ava, Jan, Nathan, Harry, Roy, Ruth,
Pastor Storm, Frieda, Kim, Bill, Francis & Grace, David & Ellen, Wanda Jean; those on our prayer list, and all whom we
remember aloud or in our heart. Be their respite from trouble, and give them hope. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Erase the pain of trauma and the shame and stigma of social contempt. Change the hearts of those who bully or mistreat
others, and heal broken relationships. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Invite your whole company of saints into eternal, joyful feasting. When we question your abundant mercy, soften our
hearts to receive the gifts of faith and love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways; through the saving work of Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN #607 – Come, Ye Disconsolate
Please stand for the final verse.
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray,
God our provider,
you have not fed us with bread alone,
but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts,
which we receive from your bounty,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.

8

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who thirst, all who hunger,
come and be filled with goodness of God.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread
and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental
grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has grape juice.
Gluten free wafers are available.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

* COMMUNION SONG #779: Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Compassionate God,
you have fed us with the bread of heaven.
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage:
may our fasting be hunger for justice;
our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord‟s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG #763: My Life Flows On in Endless Song
*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is your light.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Marche Solennelle second half

8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Lector:
Usher:

by Felix Borowski

10:30 am
Matt Claus

Assisting Minister:
Keith Cardinal
Communion Assistant:
George Leikauf
Lector:
Todd Niklewicz
Usher:
Leikauf’s
Collecting Offering:
Anna & Nathan Kramer
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Attendance Last Week:
52
Weekly Budgeted Expense: $ 3,362.64
YTD Budgeted Expenses: $ 40,351.65
YTD Actual Expense:
$ 46,249.19

Attendance Last Year (Palm Sunday):
Last Week’s General Giving:
Last Week’s Designated Giving:
2019 YTD General Giving:
2019 YTD Designated Giving:
2019 YTD Receipts:
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$
$
$

1,923.34*
202.53**
35,455.49

$

4,604.94

$

40,604.94

YTD Income & Expense – Gen. Acct.

Special Items included in previous totals:

January
Income
Expense

$10,199.86
$12,997.05

Variance

($ 2,797.19)

*Ash Wednesday/Lent
*Tree Removal
*Easter Flowers
**Benevolence
**Food Bank
**Mission Emphasis
**Sunday School (Hillman Center)

February
Income
Expense

$12, 620.78
$15, 226.21

Variance

($ 2,605.43)

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

11.00
250.00
48.30
85.53
11.00
6.00
100.00
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