“16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the
water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from
heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

~Matthew 3:16-17
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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church. We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning. Should you
have no permanent church-home in this community, why not consider making this one your own? You are most welcome
here at St. John! Most elements of our service can be found in the bulletin, everything else is in the hymnal. Page refers
to the numbered pages towards the front of the hymnal, hymns are bold and towards the back. Those who are able, please
rise when there is an *, congregational responses are in bold, and underlined elements of the service are found in the
hymnal.
HOLY COMMUNION
The Baptism of Our Lord – January 12, 2020
In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all
righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of
baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal
mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing.
PRELUDE: Gentle Spirit – Donald F. Callender
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN #311: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*KYRIE
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*THIS IS THE FEAST
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy
Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower
us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9
A reading from Isaiah
God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not exercise authority
boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old promises have
been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations.
1

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
3
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
4
He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
5
Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
6
I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
7
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8
I am the LORD, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
9
See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 29
1. Ascribe to God, you gods,
Ascribe all glory, might;
Ascribe the glory due his Name,
Worship in holy light.

4. God’s voice splits flames of fire,
God’s voice shakes desert sands;
God’s voice makes oak trees shake and strips
The leaves from forest stands.

2. God’s voice is on the deep,
God’s thunder rolls on high;
The Lord is on the water-flood,
God’s voice a mighty cry.

5. Within God’s temple all
Cry “Glory!” and adore;
The Lord sits throned above the flood
As King for evermore.

3. God’s voice breaks mighty trees,
Tall cedars great in worth;
They writhe and leap like mountain sheep,
God’s voice shakes all the earth.

6. The Lord will give his strength
To all his own, nor cease
To give his people evermore
The blessing of his peace.

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43
A reading from Acts.
Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of God’s
inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his
family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
34
Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

6

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 3: 13-17
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s child.
13
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him,
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is
proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY #455: Crashing Waters at Creation
CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together through water and the Word, we boldly pray for the church, the world, and all who long to hear God’s
voice.
Renewing God, thank you for the gift of baptism (especially for [name/s] baptized among us today). Give your church
boldness to proclaim your promises. Tear down obstacles of injustice so that your word of hope reaches the ends of the
earth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, we rejoice in the glory of your creation: the beauty of rivers and streams, glaciers and oceans, lakes and
ponds. Bring restoration to your earth, and free us from overuse and abuse of water, air, and land. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of peace, we give thanks for order in the midst of chaos, though we long for greater justice in our world. Raise up
wise and compassionate servant leaders so that all experience your reign of peace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy God, thank you for the powerful healing we witness through doctors and nurses, medication, therapy, and holistic
means. Break through clouds of pain and anguish with your voice of comfort. Proclaim hope to all who grieve, and send
healing to all who are sick, especially for Wanda Jean, Sally, Chuck, Henry, Harry, Roy, Ruth, Pastor Storm, Bill, Grace,
Ellen. For those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of courage, we rejoice in this community of hope. Strengthen all who are preparing for baptism and renew the faith
of sponsors, mentors, parents, grandparents, friends, and all who guide the newly baptized in this life of joy.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of hope, unleash your Spirit to increase our trust in you. We give thanks for the lives of the saints who inspire us with
lives of baptismal witness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We place our prayers before you, God, united in your Spirit; through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN #396: Spirit of Gentleness
Please stand for the final verse.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of wonder,
you formed us in our mother’s womb,
and from mother earth you bring forth this bread and wine.
We place them on your table,
together with our lives and all that you have made.
Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit.
We wait for your mercy;
we long for your peace;
we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ,
our banquet of life.
Amen.
*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophet’s hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
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Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God Incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Love has come: God’s love for all people.
Come and eat, for Christ invites you.
In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread
and wine of communion. Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life and salvation as the blessings of God’s sacramental
grace. All are invited forward for communion or a blessing. The area of cups bordered by green tape has grape juice.
Gluten free wafers are available.
COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG: Lamb of God

COMMUNION HYMN #322: Oh, Love, How Deep
*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in grace.
Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Faithful God,
you have kept your promise to us in this meal,
nourishing us with the gift of salvation.
Now send your servants forth in peace,
that we may testify to your goodness
and share the hope that is ours
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
May Christ, the wisdom and power of God,
and the source of our life together,
keep you united in mind and purpose.
And the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with you always.
*SENDING SONG #459: Wade in the Water
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Let your light shine.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: Toccato for a Celebration – Gene Clarke
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Carol Zimmerman – Organist
8:00 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Lector:
Usher:

10:30 am
Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistant:
Lector:
Usher:

Matt Claus

Attendance Last Week:
Attendance Last Year:
Weekly Budgeted Expense: $
YTD Budgeted Expenses: $
YTD Actual Expense:
$
From Sundays and Seasons.com.
Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #39383. New Revised Standard
Version Bible, copyright 1989.

Valerie Cardinal

Missy Kramer

51
55
3,362.64

Last Week’s General Giving:
$ 11,623.36 *
Last Week’s Designated Giving: $
648.23 **
2020 YTD General Giving:
$ 11,623.36
2020 YTD Designated Giving:
$
648.23
2020 YTD Receipts:
$ 12,271.59

Special items included in totals:
*Initial Offering (env. costs)
*Funeral Luncheon
**Benevolence
**Food Bank
**Mission Emphasis
**Organ Fund
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$
$
$
$
$
$

65.00
40.00
606.23
26.00
11.00
5.00

