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Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five 

loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke 

the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them 

to the crowds. And all ate and were filled.”      

          ~Matthew 14:19-20 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Guest information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.  

Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on 

the top level by the elevator. 
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each 

pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the 

prayers of intercession. 

 

PRELUDE  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins.  

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.  

In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.  

Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

We hear a word of forgiveness 
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*GATHERING HYMN Let Us Go Now to the Banquet (ELW 523) 

 
 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

(continued) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover 

creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and 

spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31 

Jacob wrestled all night with God, and when God wanted to get away as dawn was breaking, 

Jacob would not let God go until God had blessed him. Jacob’s name is changed to Israel to 

mark his new relationship with God as he enters the land. Jacob is astonished that he remains 

alive after seeing God face-to-face. 

 

A reading from Genesis. 

 
22 [At night Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children and 

crossed the ford of the Jabbok.23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 

everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 
25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and 

Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day 

is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, 

“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be 

called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” 
29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my 

name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen 

God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 

limping because of his hip. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 17:1-7, 15 

 1 Hear a just cause, O LORD; give heed to my cry; 

  listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips. 

 2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; let your eyes be fixed on justice. 

 3 Examine my heart, visit me by night, melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 

 4 I have not regarded what others do; 

  at the word of your lips I have avoided the ways of the violent.  

 5 My footsteps hold fast to your well-worn path; and my feet do not slip. 

 6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; incline your ear to me and hear my 

words. 

 7 Show me your marvelous lovingkindness, 

  O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand from those who rise against them. 

 15 But at my vindication I shall see your face; 

  when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness. 

 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 9:1-5 

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s 

saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s 

children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and 

receiving divine promises. 

 

A reading from Romans. 

 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 

Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself 

were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, my own 

flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, 

the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from 

them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 14:13-21 

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for 

others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his 

greatest miracles. 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from there in a 

boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot 

from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them 

and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 

deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the 

villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give 

them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 
18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 

Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the 

loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate 

and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 
21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken (ACS 966)  

 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of 

God’s creation. (a brief silence for reflection) 

For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your word. Bless the 

ministry of readers, translators, Bible study leaders, and writers, that God’s word is broken open 

and shared with all. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your creatures are fed and 

nourished. Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, those who fish, and all whose labor brings 

your abundance to our tables. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in harmony. As this 

week we remember the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the 

horrors of war; draw our hearts instead toward your reign of love, hope, and peace. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 
 

For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are comforted. Feed all 

who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy on all who are suffering in body, mind, and spirit 

especially Geneva, Cherry, Henry, Harry, Sally, Debi, Karen, Nan, Beverly, Reed those on our 

prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in our hearts and all who suffer in any way. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

For this congregation, it bears faithful witness to the abundance and joy of life in you. Bless all 

your faithful people gathered here, that they may become blessings for this community. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

With thanksgiving for the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that their witness continues to 

inspire the church. By their example, may we trust your promises in life and in death. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 
 

Renewing God, you hear our every prayer, spoken and unspoken, those we can verbalize and 

those we do not yet have the words to name. We lift the prayers of the people gathered in this 

space, (blue prayer cards are offered), and those we quietly entrust to you from the silence of 

our hearts. We commend our prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

*PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. We suggest a 

handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcome to offer another gesture of 

peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

You are invited to share a gift to support the ministries of this congregation during the 

following song. Envelopes are available in the pews if you prefer. Ongoing prayer requests, 

connection cards, and communion records are also collected in the offering plates. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461)  

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,  

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. This meal is for you.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome 

to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those 

who do not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God  
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COMMUNION HYMN We Come to the Hungry Feast (ELW 479) 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN O Living Bread from Heaven (ELW 542) 

 



17 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 

freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

nourishing us now and forever.  Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

*BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen. 
 

*SENDING SONG Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  

Thanks be to God. 
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The flowers on the altar were supplied by Todd and Katie Niklewicz in honor of Emma’s 17th 

birthday on August 2nd and Ava’s 13th birthday on August 14th. 

 

Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Volunteer 

Acolyte: Volunteer 

Offering: Volunteers 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 
Jesus is able to feed us abundantly, even with scraps. He meets earthly needs by feeding the crowds 

and continues now to offer himself as holy meal, freely given to all, no matter their income or rank in 

society. Advertisers have trained us that what’s proclaimed as “free” usually isn’t. More often, it’s a 

ploy to get our money for some other, larger, purchase. Today we are invited to trust and receive 

Jesus’ free gift of love without mistrusting that he’s got some scheme up his sleeve. 

It can be hard to relax and trust God to take care of us and nourish us with the mere scraps we often 

see around us. We panic and take matters into our own hands instead of trusting. We experience that 

crushing sense of responsibility, not just to ourselves, but to our children or parents or other loved 

ones to keep them fed and clothed and healthy. Trusting as the crowd did that day seems completely 

foreign to those of us living in North America, abundant in resources. 

With food freely given, with quantity enough to feed only a few, Jesus makes this miracle, and there 

are leftovers to clean up. But for most of us, belief comes slowly and warily when we’ve been burned 

by experience: How will there be enough for all of us, when we’ve been the last one at the lunch line, 

the late arrival at the party, and everything’s gone? What if we see people in the crowd we don’t want 

fed and jostle our way to the head of the line to get first choice? Will it be fair? Trusting that our daily 

bread and even our very lives are in God’s hands is hard to do as we grow older and are burdened by 

responsibility, but God has compassion for every member of the crowd, and we are blessed and 

invited to be joyful recipients of that generosity. 

 

Today’s Music 
Let Us Go Now to the Banquet. Text: Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955, Misa popular salvadoreña; tr. Bret Hesla, b. 1957, and William Dexheimer 

Pharris, b. 1956,  Music: Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955. GIA Publications, Inc. 

Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken. Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923–2007, Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. GIA Publications, Inc. 

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly. Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955–1993, Music: W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825; arr. hymnal version. GIA 

Publications, Inc. /  Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress. 

We Come to the Hungry Feast. Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943, Music: Ray Makeever. Augsburg Fortress. 

O Living Bread from Heaven. Text: Johann Rist, 1607–1667; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt., Music: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–1876. 

Public Domain. 

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing. Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt., Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813.  Public 

Domain. 

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 

permission. Reprinted under One License - A-724822 and CCLI.  

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 Joseph sold by his brothers 

Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b Make known the deeds of the Lord among the peoples. Hallelujah! 

(Ps. 105:1, 45) 

Romans 10:5-15 Hearing and confessing the word of faith 

Matthew 14:22-33 Jesus walking on the sea 


