“...If anvy want to- become my followers, let them devvy themselves
and take up their cross and follow me. For those who-want to- save
their life will lose it, and those who-lose their life for my sake, and
for the sake of the gospel, will sawve iL.”

Mawvk 8:34-35
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are.

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
IS your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin.
Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. You may also offer updates to our
ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and placing them in the offering plates.
Visitor information cards and member attendance cards (attached to the front of the bulletin)

may also be placed in the offering plates.

At the time of Holy Communion, all are welcome to come forward via the center aisle, receive
the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, commune all
on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come forward, you may
receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-filled cups with
wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements after receiving
them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not receive Holy
Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building
from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary,
the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.



As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in
each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered
during the prayers of intercession.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who calls all people
together through Jesus.

Amen

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection

Holy God,

We confess that we are caught in the snares of sin and cannot break free.
We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold.

We speak in ways that silence others.

We are silent when we should speak up.

We keep score in our hearts.

We let hurts grow into hatred.

We hear your call and invitation, yet we turn the other way.

For all these things and for the sins only you know,

have mercy on us and forgive us, Lord.
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men.

Hear this good news:

God washes grace over us in abundance.

God promises to be with us until the end of the age, offering forgiveness and mercy.

God draws near to us, breaking every snare of sin, washing away our wrongs, and restoring life
through Jesus Christ.

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen



*CALL TO WORSHIP

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Lent calls us to journey, this and every day, following Jesus wherever he calls us.
Lent calls us to journey:

to the place where God covenants with us, to receive the new names we are given.

Lent calls us to worship together, to tell future generations the good news.
Lent calls us to practice justice, to bring God's hope to all people.

Lent calls us to faithful living, to trust the one who gives us life.
Lent calls each of us to take up our cross, to trust the one who bears it with us.

Lent calls us to journey with God.
Let us worship God, who walks with us, this and every day.

*GATHERING SONG Christ, the Life of All the Living (ELW 339)
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for you chose to  be tor-ment-ed that my doom should be pre-vent - ed.
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
for that last tri - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray,
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to
be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly
suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
A reading from Genesis
"‘When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And | will make my covenant between me
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” “Then Abram fell on his face; and God
said to him, ““As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude
of nations. °No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for | have
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. °I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and |
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 'l will establish my covenant between
me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.”

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall
be her name. °I will bless her, and moreover | will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and
she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 22:23-31
*You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LoRD, all you offspring of Israel.
““For the LorD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the
LORD’s face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the LoORD hears them.
“>From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
| will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
*The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
*’All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
®For dominion belongs ! to the LoRrRD, who rules over the nations.
“Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
“Their descendants shall serve the LorD, whom they shall proclaim to generations to
come.
*IThey shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25
A reading from Romans
“*The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. *“If it is the adherents of the law who are
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. *°For the law brings wrath; but where there
Is no law, neither is there violation.

°For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, ’as it is written, “I have made you
the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. **Hoping against hope, he
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So
numerous shall your descendants be.” "He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own
body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he
considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. “°No distrust made him waver concerning the
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, “*being fully convinced
that God was able to do what he had promised. “’Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” “Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone,
“*put for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from
the dead, “>who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.

*GOSPEL READING: Mark 8:31-38
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*I[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again.*’He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. **But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

“He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. **For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of
the gospel, will save it. **For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their
life? °’Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? **Those who are ashamed of me and of
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY The God of Abraham Praise (ELW 831)
(Blue prayer cards are collected during the song.)
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1 The God of A-br’ham praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove;
2 The God of A-br’ham praise! At your su-preme com - mand
3 The God of A-br’ham praise! Your all - suf - fi - cient grace
4 Your prom-ise you have sworn; I on your oath de - pend.
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An - cient of ev - er - last-ing days, and God of love—
from earth [ rise and seek the joys at  your right hand.
shall guide me all my pil - grim days in all my ways.
I shall, on ea - gle wings up-borne, to  heav’n as - cend.
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“1 Am the One I Am”— by earth and heav’n con - fessed;
| all on earth for-sake— its wis - dom, fame, and pow’r—
You deign to call me friend; you call your-self my God!
I shall be - hold your face; I shall your pow’r a - dore,
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I bow and bless the sa - cred name for - ev - er blest.
and you my on -ly por - tion make, my shield and tow’r.
And you will save me to the end through Je - sus’ blood.

and sing the won-ders of your grace for - ev - er -

*APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of
creation, and a world in need. A brief silence.

We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children the gifts of the Spirit poured
out in baptism and let the mind of Christ guide the church. Give wisdom and discernment to our
bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, and leaders. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems threatened by pollution and a changing
climate. Cleanse the earth’s waters and restore the soil. Preserve rainforests, deserts, and
wildlife, that generations to come may cherish your creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every person, especially any who
experience hatred and rejection because of gender, ability, sexual orientation, color, ethnicity, or
religion. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for healing. Send compassionate helpers to any who suffer because of war and
violence. Shelter unhoused people, befriend those who are lonely, bring hope to any in despair,
and console the bereaved especially Bob, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Roy, Ellen,
Ruth, Sally, Katie, Debi, Marcia, and Bill, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember
in our hearts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for purpose. Remind us of your faithfulness to this congregation. Increase our
trust in your guidance and keep us near the cross. Grant that our acts of service will express
Christ’s sacrificial love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We turn to you for peace. We honor the saints who lived in service to others. Inspire us by their
example until you gather us into your kingdom. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of grace, accompany us on our journey and receive the prayers of our hearts and the
prayers of the people brought forth today (blue prayer cards are offered). Trusting in your
abiding presence, we offer this prayer to you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

*SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Let us share God’s peace with one another
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song (ELW 808)
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1 Jé - sus, je vou - drais te chan - ter sur ma rou - te;
1 Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as I jour - ney;
2 Lord Je - sus, I'll praise you as long as I jour - ney.
3 As long as I live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant,
4 1 fear in the dark and the doubt of my jour - ney;
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I'll tell ev-ry - bod -y a-bout you wher-ev - er 1 go:

May all of my joy be a faith-ful re - flec-tion of you.
to car - ry your cross and to share all your bur-dens and tears.
but cour - age will come with the sound of your steps by my side.
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you a - lone are our life and our peace and our love.
May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song.
For you saved me by giv - ing your bod - y and blood.
And with all of the fam - ’ly you saved by your love,
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Jé - sus, je vou - drais te chan - ter sur ma rou - te.
Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as 1 jour - ney.
Lord Je - sus, I'll praise you as long as I jour - ney.
As long as I live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant.
we’ll sing  to your dawn at the end of our jour - ney.

*OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.
Eternal God, bless these gifts that we have gathered so that all people may know your goodness.

Jesus, the bread of life is the host of this meal at which we gather.

Nourish us with this holy food and fill us with hunger for justice and peace.
We pray this in your name.

Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which our Lord Jesus was betrayed,
he took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.

Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,

with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
At this table there is abundance. Come and be nourished for the journey of faith.
Come to this feast for hungry hearts. Come!

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and
experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do not receive the
bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMN If You But Trust in God to Guide You (ELW 769)
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1 If you but tust in God to  guide you with gen - tle
2 What gain is there in anx - ious weep - ing, in  help - less
3 The Lord our rest - less hearts 1is hold - ing, in peace and
4 Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways un - swerv-ing, of - fer your
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hand through all your ways, you'll find that God is there be -

an - ger and dis - tress? If you are in your Sav - ior’s
qui - et - ness con - tent. We rest in God’s good will wun -
ser - vice faith - ful - ly. Trust heav-en’s word; though un - de -
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God’s un-chang - ing love; build on the rock that will not move.
took for you a cross  will bring you safe through ev - 'ry loss.
cho - sen us by grace, knows ver -y well the fears we face.
con - fi - dence in-deed: God nev-er fails in time of need.

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

God of abundance, in this meal you have drawn us to you and nourished us with your holy food.
Sustain us in our Lenten journey and strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, and brought into new life.
May God bless you and keep you,
May God’s voice draw you ever nearer.
And may God shower you with mercy,
fill you with courage,
and +give you peace. Amen.
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*SENDING SONG Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said (ELW 667)
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1 “Take up your cross,’ the Sav - ior said,

2 Take up your Cross; let not its  weight
3 Take up your Cross, nor heed the shame,
4 Take up your Cross and fol - low  Christ,
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per vade your soul with vain a - larm;
nor let your fool - ish heart re - bel;
nor think till  death to lay it  down;
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for sake the  past, and come this day,
his strength shall bear your spir - it up,
for you the Lord en - dured the cross
for those ~who hum - bly bear the cross
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and hum - bly  fol low af - ter me”
sus tain your heart, and nerve your —arm.
to save your soul from death and  hell.
one day will wear the glo - rious crown.

*DISMISSAL

[Jesus said,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever

believes in me will never be thirsty. (John 6:35)

Go in peace. Share your bread. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE

Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Valerie C
Acolyte: Abigail C
Greeter: Ruth AnnT
Ushers: John Tully
Offering: AvaN & Emma N

Notes for the day’s texts:

The story of God’s relationship with God’s people is a story of promises fulfilled. We hear
about God’s covenant with Sarah and Abraham in today’s Genesis reading and about its
fulfillment in the New Testament texts. From generation to generation, God is steadfast. No
matter how many ages pass or how often we turn away, God remains faithful. This is the great
hope of our faith—no matter how often we stray or how great our sin, God persists in loving us.
Jesus Christ binds us to God through our baptism into his death. In worship—especially through
confession, affirmation of baptism, and communion—we continually remember the lengths to
which God goes to keep covenant with us. The promise of salvation extends even into the
future, as the psalmist reminds us: Our children and our children’s children will proclaim God’s
salvation to generations yet unborn.

Today’s Music
Christ, the Life of All the Living. Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687. Public Domain.
The God of Abraham Praise. Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799, alt., based on the Yigdal, c. 14th cent.,
Music: Jewish melody; arr. Meyer Lyon, 1751-1797. Public Domain.
Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song. Text: Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community; tr. Stephen Somerville, b. 1931,
Music: Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community. Augsburg Fortress .
If You But Trust in God to Guide You. Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite, Music: Georg Neumark. Augsburg Fortress /
Public Domain.
Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said. Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814-1877, alt., Music: W. Hauser, Hesperian Harp, 1848; arr.
hymnal version. Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress.
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted
with permission.

Next Week’s Readings
Exodus 20:1-17 The commandments are given at Sinai
Psalm 19 The commandment of the Lord gives light to the eyes
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Christ crucified, the wisdom of God
John 2:13-22 The cleansing of the temple
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