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  “Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in 

order to bring you to God.” 

           1 Peter 3:18 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin. 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

 

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. You may also offer updates to our 

ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and placing them in the offering plates. 

Visitor information cards and member attendance cards (attached to the front of the bulletin) 

may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

At the time of Holy Communion, all are welcome to come forward via the center aisle, receive 

the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, commune all 

on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come forward, you may 

receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-filled cups with 

wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements after receiving 

them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not receive Holy 

Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

3 
 

As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in 

each pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered 

during the prayers of intercession.  

 

PRELUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who calls all people 

together through Jesus.  

Amen 

 

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

Holy God, 

We confess that we are caught in the snares of sin and cannot break free. 

We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold.  

We speak in ways that silence others. 

We are silent when we should speak up. 

We keep score in our hearts. 

We let hurts grow into hatred. 

We hear your call and invitation, yet we turn the other way. 

For all these things and for the sins only you know,  

have mercy on us and forgive us, Lord.  
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Hear this good news: 

God washes grace over us in abundance. 

God promises to be with us until the end of the age, offering forgiveness and mercy.  

God draws near to us, breaking every snare of sin, washing away our wrongs, and restoring life 

through Jesus Christ. 

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
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*CALL TO WORSHIP 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

Lent calls us to journey, this and every day, 

following Jesus wherever he calls us. 

Lent calls us to journey: 

to the place where God covenants with us, 

to receive the new names we are given. 

 

Lent calls us to worship together, 

to tell future generations the good news. 

Lent calls us to practice justice, 

to bring God's hope to all people. 

 

Lent calls us to faithful living, 

to trust the one who gives us life. 

Lent calls each of us to take up our cross, 

to trust the one who bears it with us. 

 

Lent calls us to journey with God. 

Let us worship God, who walks with us, 

this and every day. 
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*GATHERING SONG Waterlife (ELW 457) 

 
 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray, Holy God, heavenly Father, renew us in the gift of baptism and hold us 

steadfast in your hope. May we hear again your call to new life in you, promised and 

preserved in your grace. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have 

no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17 

A reading from Genesis 
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with 

you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, 

the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 
11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a 

flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign 

of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for 

all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 

between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the 

clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of 

all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is 

in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 

creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant 

that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 25:1-10 
        1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

 4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.  

 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 

 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good-ness, O 

LORD. 

 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 

  therefore you teach sinners in your way.  

 9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 

 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 

  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22 

A reading from 1 Peter 
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 

you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he 

went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when 

God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, 

eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 

you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 

God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
*GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:9-15 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the 

wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild 

beasts; and the angels waited on him. 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 

proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 

has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

SERMON 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY O Lord, throughout These Forty Days (ELW 319) 

           (Blue prayer cards are collected during the song.) 

 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of 

creation, and a world in need. A brief silence. 
 

God our truth, the ark of your church has room for many expressions of faith. We give thanks 

for voices that challenge and awaken your people. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God our maker, you remember your covenant with the earth and its inhabitants. Rescue 

communities and creatures hurting from natural disasters. Preserve species and habitats 

endangered by human carelessness and disregard. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God our light, you know our weakness. Free all who govern from the temptations of power. 

Sustain all who work for human rights in every nation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God our help, you care for your beloved children. Comfort all who are grieving, ill, afraid, in 

pain, or in despair. Feed hungry people living in food deserts. Protect any at risk from 

exploitation and abuse. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God our home, you gather your people. Grant us health and safety as we assemble. Keep us 

mindful of any who are homebound, hospitalized, recovering, or traveling especially Bob, 

Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Roy, Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Katie, Debi, Marcia, and Bill 

those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember in our hearts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God our hope, you promise eternal life to your beloved children. We remember with gratitude 

those who have lived and died in faith. Grant that we may also dwell with you in everlasting 

peace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of grace, accompany us on our journey and receive the prayers of our hearts and the 

prayers of the people brought forth today (blue prayer cards are offered). Trusting in your 

abiding presence, we offer this prayer to you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you.  

Let us share God’s peace with one another 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN I Want Jesus to Walk with Me (ELW 325) 

*Stand on the 3rd verse 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, bless these gifts that we have gathered so that all people may know your goodness. 

Jesus, the bread of life is the host of this meal at which we gather. 

Nourish us with this holy food and fill us with hunger for justice and peace. 

We pray this in your name. 

Amen. 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts 

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 

we may come to the fullness of your grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

  

In the night in which our Lord Jesus was betrayed, 

he took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

At this table there is abundance. Come and be nourished for the journey of faith.  

Come to this feast for hungry hearts. Come!  

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and 

experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do not receive the 

bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

 

COMMUNION HYMN Oh, Love, How Deep (ELW 322) 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of abundance, in this meal you have drawn us to you and nourished us with your holy food. 

Sustain us in our Lenten journey and strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 

fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
*BLESSING 

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, and brought into new life. 

May God bless you and keep you, 

May God’s voice draw you ever nearer. 

And may God shower you with mercy, 

fill you with courage, 

and +give you peace. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG A Mighty Fortress is Our God (ELW 505) 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

[Jesus said,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 

believes in me will never be thirsty. (John 6:35) 

 

Go in peace. Share your bread. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 



 

17 
 

Assisting in worship today:            

 Assisting Minister: Martha W 

Acolyte: Emma N 

Young Reader: Emma N 

Greeter: Ruth Ann T 

Ushers: John Tully 

Offering: Luca K & Eva K 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 

Water is an integral part of the created order. Water sustains and fosters life; too little or too 

much water can end it. A glance at the news headlines points out the destructive power of 

water’s presence or absence: In the United States alone, 2011 saw severe droughts afflict 

several parts of the country. On the opposite end of the spectrum, floods ravaged the Plains 

states in the spring and summer, displacing from their homes many people who live near rivers 

and streams. For those dwelling on or near the Eastern Seaboard, hurricane season is a tense 

time every year. Yet we need water as much or more than we need food, shelter, or the other 

“staples” of human life. Since ancient times we have established our communities near sources 

of water. We cannot survive long without it. 

The tension between the saving and destructive powers of water fills today’s lectionary 

readings. The waters of the flood overwhelmed the world in the days of Noah, yet 1 Peter 

reminds us that God delivered Noah and his family from death. The Holy Spirit descends on 

Jesus only after his baptism by John, yet the Spirit immediately drives Jesus into the desert—a 

place defined by its lack of water. Through water and the word, in baptism our old, sinful self is 

put to death, and we are reborn as children of God. But the current that flows through these 

paradoxes is this: in death and life, in flood and drought, God remains faithful. As the psalmist 

reminds us, God’s mercy and steadfast love “are from everlasting.” 
 

Today’s Music 
Waterlife. Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950, Music: Handt Hanson. Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church Forum, Inc. 

O Lord, throughout These Forty Days. Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930, 

Music: A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816; arr. Theodore A. Beck, 1929–2003. Augsburg Fortress / Public Domain /CPH 

Publishing (SESAC). 

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me. Text: African American spiritual, Music: African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version. Public 

Domain /Augsburg Fortress . 

Oh, Love, How Deep. Text: Thomas á Kempis, 1380–1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819–1885, alt., Music: English ballad, 15th cent. 

Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress. 

A Mighty Fortress is Our God.  Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1805–1890, alt. Augsburg Fortress / 

Public Domain.  

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

with permission. 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 God blesses Abraham and Sarah 

Psalm 22:23-31 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord 

Romans 4:13-25 The promise to those who share Abraham’s faith 

Mark 8:31-38 The passion prediction  


