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Then his lord summoned him and said to him…I forgave you all that 

debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your 

fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?” 

                      

           ~Matthew 18:32-33 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Guest information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.  

Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on 

the top level by the elevator. 



3 
 

As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each 

pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the 

prayers of intercession. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Bless the Lord! 

O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name 

Bless the Lord, O my soul and forget not all God’s benefits –  

Who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases 

Who redeems your life from the grace and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.  

(Psalm 103:1-4)  

 

Confident in God’s benefits, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you: 

God, who is full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, will 

not always accuse us, nor will God keep God’s anger forever. God does not feal with us 

according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as the heaves are high above 

the earth, so great is God’s steadfast love for those who fear God. As far as the east is from the 

west, so far has God removed our transgressions from us.  

(Psalm 103:8-12) 

You are forgiven and freed to love the world as you have been loved. 

Creation’s story will not end until mourning, crying, and pain are no more. 

When everything else changes, God’s love is steadfast and sure. 

Nothing can ever separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  
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*GATHERING HYMN I Come with Joy (ELW 482) 

 
 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God (ELW 163) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 

Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in 

doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 14:19-31 

Having decided to let the Israelites go from Egypt, Pharaoh had second thoughts and sent his 

army after them (14:5-8). Though the passage through the Red Sea became a sign of salvation 

for the people of Israel, Pharaoh’s forces drowned in the waters. As a result the Israelites 

believed in the Lord and in the Lord’s servant Moses. 

 

A reading from Exodus. 

 
19 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them, and 

the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. 20 It came 

between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the 

darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 

  21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong 

east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 The 

Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and 

on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, 

chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At the morning watch the Lord, in the pillar of fire and cloud, 

looked down on the Egyptian army and threw the Egyptian army into a panic. 25 He clogged 

their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the 

Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 

 

  26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may 

come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 27 So Moses stretched 

out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians 

fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the 

chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; 

not one of them remained. 29 But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters 

forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

  30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead 

on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the 

people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 14:1-12 

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us 

understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one 

another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge 

each of us 

. 

A reading from Romans: 
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who 

eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those 

who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It 

is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 

make them stand. 

  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 

be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. 

Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, 

abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God. 

  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the 

Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 

Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 

and the living. 

  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 

brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, 

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW 172) 
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 18:21-35 

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests 

human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often 

should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell 

you, seventy-seven times. 

 

  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 

talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together 

with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell 

on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And 

out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same 

slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and 

seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and 

pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went 

and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had 

happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 

taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 

all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 

slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he 

would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do 

not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Our Father, We Have Wandered (ELW 606) 

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 

 

 
 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love,  

we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us. (A brief silence.) 

 

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead us to 

embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care for farms 

and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power entrusted to 

them. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any who 

feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need especially Geneva, Cherry, Henry, 

Harry, Sally, Debi, Karen, Nan, Beverly, Reed those on our prayer list, all whom we remember 

aloud or in our hearts and all who suffer in any way. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each of us to 

welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember all 

those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Trusting in your gracious will, God, we pray that you guide us in your will, we lift these prayers 

to you. We pray for the joys and concerns on the hearts of your people gathered together this 

morning, especially we pray for (blue prayer cards are read). God of mercy, trusting in your 

promise of life, we entrust this prayer, what we have forgotten in this time, and whatever else 

you see that we need into your keeping. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. We suggest a 

handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcome to offer another gesture of 

peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

You are invited to share a gift to support the ministries of this congregation during the 

following song. Envelopes are available in the pews if you prefer. Ongoing prayer requests, 

connection cards, and communion records are also collected in the offering plates. 

 

HYMN DURING THE COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

Ten Thousand Reasons (ACS 1097) 

 

Chorus 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

O my soul, worship His holy Name. 

Sing like never before, O my soul. 

I’ll worship Your holy Name. 

 

1. The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning; 

It’s time to sing Your song again. 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me, 

Let me be singing when the evening comes. 

 

2. You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger, 

Your Name is great and Your heart is kind; 

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing, 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 

 

3. And on that day when my strength is failing, 

The end draws near and my time has come; 

Still my soul sings Your praise unending, 

Ten thousand years and then forevermore. 
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*OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards (ELW 182) 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from 

you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in 

service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

We gather at this table...  
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

How can we not give thanks and praise? ... 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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But sometimes we forget...  

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

So we pray... 

 

...joining our voices with the cloud of witnesses with whom we approach the table of grace 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The gifts of creation for God’s beloved creatures. 

Come and share. This meal is for you.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome 

to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those 

who do not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God (ELW 198) 
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COMMUNION HYMN Wade in the Water (ELW 459) 
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COMMUNION HYMN Goodness is Stronger than Evil (ELW 721) 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Sustaining God, with your bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 

liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

BLESSING OF THE HANDS 

 

*BLESSING 

May Creator God root you deep in grace, 

Creating God stand with you in strength and shine through you with grace and mercy,  

Creative God nourish you and sustain you in hope, 

May God the three-in-one, one-in-three,  

of whom, through whom, and in whom we have our being, 

bless you now and always. 

Amen.   
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*SENDING SONG Go My Children with My Blessing (ELW 543) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Valerie C 

Acolyte: Ava N 

Offering: Josie W and Cate S 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 
Being a disciple requires an expansive perspective on forgiveness. Today our perspective is 

broadened by the good news that God’s forgiveness is not based on our idea of fairness, but rather on 

abundant, unimaginable grace. God “[has] not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us 

according to our iniquities” (Ps. 103:10). The king forgives our entire debt, no matter how enormous 

it is (Matt. 18:23-27). We also are challenged to stretch our perspective and forgive each other. With 

Peter, we learn to stop keeping score (Matt. 18:21-22). 

It’s not an easy thing to do. Again and again we fall back on limited human understandings of what is 

“fair.” Looking at the story of Joseph and his brothers, it’s easy for us to say that his brothers really 

didn’t deserve forgiveness. Even their plea for forgiveness is dishonest and manipulative—have 

they really repented (Gen. 50:15-17)? Joseph takes the wider view and realizes that it isn’t his 

brothers’ intentions that matter, but God’s. God’s forgiveness is much greater than what is fair, what 

we deserve. 

So what does this new, broadened perspective look like in the lives of Christians and congregations? 

Paul provides a pragmatic glimpse: “Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those 

who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them” (Rom. 14:3). If 

all are truly welcomed by God, we are called to share the good news of that welcome in all we say 

and do. 

 

Today’s Music 
I Come with Joy. Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936, Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) / Public 

Domain. 

Our Father, We Have Wandered. Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006, Music: Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750. 

Resource Collection of Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy / Public Domain. 

Ten Thousand Reasons. Text: Matt Redman, b. 1974, and Jonas Myrin, b. 1982, Music: Matt Redman and Jonas Myrin. Thankyou Music (PRS) / 

Atlas Mountain Songs (BMI) / worshiptogether.com Songs (ASCAP) / sixsteps Music (ASCAP), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing.com. 

Wade in the Water.  Text: African American spiritual 

Music: African American spiritual. Public Domain. 

Goodness Is Stronger than Evil. Text: From An African Prayer Book, Desmond Tutu, b. 1931, Music: John L. Bell, b. 1949. Doubleday / GIA 

Publications, Inc. 

Go My Children with My Blessing. Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008, alt., Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958. 
CPH Publishing (SESAC) / Public Domain.  

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 

permission. Reprinted under One License - A-724822 and CCLI.  

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Exodus 16:2-15 Manna and quails feed the Israelites in the wilderness 

Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 Make known the deeds of the Lord among the peoples. Hallelujah!  

(Ps. 105:1, 45) 

Philippians 1:21-30 Standing firm in the gospel 

Matthew 20:1-16 The parable of the vineyard workers 


