
1 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 

13th Sunday after Pentecost – August 23, 2026 

420 Beaver St., PO Box 411 

Mars, PA 16046-0411 

www.stjohnchurchmars.org 

Phone: 724-625-1830         email: office@stjohnchurchmars.org  

Rev. Katie McNeal, Presiding Minister 

Maizy Fisher, Director of Music Ministries 
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!  

Know that you are welcome here just as you are. 

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this 

is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to 

your bulletin. 

 

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable, 

please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.  

All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the 

large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song. 

 

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. 

We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer 

another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 

 

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if 

you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below: 

 
You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and 

placing them in the offering plates. Guest information cards and member attendance cards 

(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the 

time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center 

aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side, 

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come 

forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-

filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements 

after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not 

receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  

 

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building 

from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary, 

the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.  

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service. 

This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.  

Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on 

the top level by the elevator. 
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As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each 

pew. The cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the 

prayers of intercession. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins.  

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.  

In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.  

Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

We hear a word of forgiveness 

 

 

 

  



4 
 

*GATHERING HYMN My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 596) 

 

 
 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

(continued) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of 

our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may 

gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 1:8—2:10 

The brave Hebrew midwives defied Pharaoh to save many infants from death. When the mother 

of Moses placed him in a basket in the Nile, the daughter of Pharaoh found him, adopted him, 

and raised him. Moses’ sister and mother also played crucial roles in this drama. 

A reading from Exodus. 
8 Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. 9 He said to his people, “Look, 

the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. 10 Come, let us deal 

shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight 

against us and escape from the land.” 11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress 

them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12 But the 

more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to 

dread the Israelites. 13 The Egyptians subjected the Israelites to hard servitude 14 and made their 

lives bitter with hard servitude in mortar and bricks and in every kind of field labor. They were 

ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them. 

  15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and 

the other Puah, 16 “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women and see them on the 

birthstool, if it is a son, kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” 17 But the midwives 

feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. 
18 So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this and 

allowed the boys to live?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are 

not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to 

them.” 20 So God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and became very 

strong. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 22 Then Pharaoh 

commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, 

but you shall let every daughter live.” 

  2:1 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2 The woman 

conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. 
3 When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him and plastered it with 

bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. 
4 His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 

  5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked 

beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. 6 When she 

opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. “This must be one of the 

Hebrews’ children,” she said. 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get 

you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” 8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to 

her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 

“Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the 

child and nursed it. 10 When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he 

became her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 124 

 1 If the LORD had not been on our side, 

  let Israel now say; 

 2 if the LORD had not been on our side, 

  when enemies rose up against us, 

 3 then would they have swallowed us up alive 

  in their fierce anger toward us; 

 4 then would the waters have overwhelmed us 

  and the torrent gone over us; 

 5 then would the raging waters 

  have gone right over us. 

 6 Blessed be the LORD 

  who has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.  

 7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; 

  the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

 8 Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

  the maker of heaven and earth.  

SECOND READING: ROMANS 12:1-8 

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. 

Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by 

the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, 

but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ. 

A reading from Romans. 

 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of 

worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so 

that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 

highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure 

of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the 

members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace 

given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the 

compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 16:13-20 

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son 

of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very 

gates of Hades. 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others 

Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And 

Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I 

will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the 

keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples 

not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY I Will Call Upon the Lord (W&P 70)  

(sing 3 times through) 

(Blue prayer cards are collected) 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of 

God’s creation. 

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and encourage 

your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your word of life to all 

the world. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—all 

reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to be wise stewards of all you 

have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing war, 

conflict, disease, famine, and disaster. Guide the work of relief agencies and peacemaking 

organizations. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who struggle 

with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they know they are not 

alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day especially Geneva, Cherry, Henry, Harry, Sally, 

Debi, Karen, Nan, Beverly, Reed those on our prayer list, all whom we remember aloud or in 

our hearts, and all who suffer in any way. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and talents of 

this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be united as the body of 

Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope of this 

promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal banquet. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 
 

Renewing God, you hear our every prayer, spoken and unspoken, those we can verbalize and 

those we do not yet have the words to name. We lift the prayers of the people gathered in this 

space, (blue prayer cards are offered), and those we quietly entrust to you from the silence of 

our hearts. We commend our prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. 

 

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace. We suggest a 

handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcome to offer another gesture of 

peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING  

You are invited to share a gift to support the ministries of this congregation during the 

following song. Envelopes are available in the pews if you prefer. Ongoing prayer requests, 

connection cards, and communion records are also collected in the offering plates. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN We Are an Offering (ELW 692) (sing 3 times through) 

 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,  

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 



15 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. This meal is for you.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s 

sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome 

to come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those 

who do not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing. 

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be 

brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward. 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God  
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COMMUNION HYMN Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (ELW 623) 
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COMMUNION HYMN The Church’s One Foundation (ELW 654) 

 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace.  

Amen 

 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 

freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 

nourishing us now and forever.  Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG We All Are One in Mission (ELW 576) 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  

Thanks be to God.  



20 
 

 

Assisting in worship today:   

Assisting Minister: Volunteer 

Acolyte: Volunteer 

Offering: Volunteers 

 

Notes for the day’s texts: 
In late August, students are preparing to go back to school, and many churches gear up for a new year 

of Christian education. It is a good time to be reminded of the heart of Christian formation: 

conformation and transformation (Rom. 12:2). 

Disciples are formed over time—shaped by learning, worship, and all aspects of Christian life in 

community. As it was for Peter, part of our formation is learning to confess Jesus as the Messiah, not 

only with the right words but also through an experience of the living God in Christ. And along with 

Peter, through such formation we also discover who we are in relation to God: After Peter 

“confesses” Jesus’ identity of Messiah, Jesus “confesses” Peter’s identity by calling out his name and 

vocation. 

Traditionally, Lutheran worship contains two confessions which keep forming us: a confession of sin 

and a confession of faith. In the first, we acknowledge who we are as sinner and saint, and in the 

second, we acknowledge who God is in the mystery of the Trinity. Like Peter’s, our own identity is 

revealed in those truths. And, we might say, we are continually formed by and through them. 

Peter’s confession is not a precondition for following Jesus; it comes in the middle of his journey of 

discipleship. Our formation too is a long process—lifelong, in fact—which begins at baptism (and 

even before!) and is guided by those who travel before and with us. At this time of year, as we 

explore our own formation, identity, and vocation as disciples of Jesus, Isaiah entreats us, “Look to 

the rock from which you were hewn” (51:1). Envisioning Peter the “rock” (Matt. 16:18), we might 

also consider how we are “chips off the old block” of our forebears in faith. 

 

Today’s Music 
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less. Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt., Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868. Public Domain. 

I Will Call Upon the Lord. Text: Michael O'Shields, Music: Michael O'Shields. Lorenz Publishing Corp. 

We Are an Offering. Text: Dwight Liles, b. 1957, Music: Dwight Liles. Word Music Group, Inc. 

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me. Text: Augustus M Toplady, 1740-1778, Music: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872. Public Domain. 

The Church’s One Foundation. Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, Music: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876. Public Domain. 

We All Are One in Mission. Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, Music: Finnish folk tune; arr. hymnal version. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) / 

Public Domain / Augsburg Fortress.  

Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 

permission. Reprinted under One License - A-724822 and CCLI.  

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Exodus 3:1-15 From the blazing bush God calls Moses 

Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b Make known the deeds of the Lord among the peoples. Hallelujah! 

(Ps. 105:1, 45) 

Romans 12:9-21 Live in harmony 

Matthew 16:21-28 The passion prediction and rebuke to Peter 


