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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are.

If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time worshiping at St. John, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to
your bulletin.

Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.

During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.

At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift. Envelopes are available in the pews if
you prefer. Online gifts may be made using the QR code below:
(=] et £ [
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You may also offer updates to our ongoing prayer list using the yellow cards in the pews and

placing them in the offering plates. Visitor information cards and member attendance cards
(attached to the front of the bulletin) may also be placed in the offering plates.

As Lutherans, we believe Christ is truly present in the elements of the Lord’s Supper. At the
time of Holy Communion, all baptized individuals are welcome to come forward via the center
aisle, receive the elements, and return via the side aisles. We begin at the front of the right side,

commune all on the right side, then we will invite the left side forward. When you come
forward, you may receive the bread from the pastor (gluten free wafers are available), then pre-
filled cups with wine or grape juice from the assisting minister. You may consume the elements
after receiving them then place the empty cup in the tray held by the acolyte. Those who do not
receive Holy Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

If you need a restroom, restrooms are located on the bottom floor at the far side of the building
from the elevator. Restrooms may be accessed either via the stairs in the rear of the sanctuary,
the stairs by the Greeting Area, or the elevator.

A playroom is available downstairs for children who need a break from the worship service.
This room is by the elevator on the lower level. An adult must remain with the child.
Children are also welcome to utilize the books and puzzles available in the Greeting Area on

the top level by the elevator.
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You are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in each pew as desired. The
cards will be collected during our hymn of the day, and prayers will be offered during the
prayers of intercession.
PRELUDE and ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*GATHERING HYMN What Is the World Like (ACS 1047)
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*GREETING

Peace to you and welcome from God our source of life, from the Creator who makes newness
from nothing, the Savior who brought warmth to tomb, the Spirit who innovates from the ashes.
Amen.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

PRESENTATION

Candidate for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the minister at the font.

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us
to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ,
anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

Sponsors for candidate present the candidates:
We present Luca Blaise for baptism.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your
child baptized into Christ?
Response: We do.

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with them among God's faithful people,
bring them to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in their hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture them in faith and prayer,
so that your children may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: We do.

The presiding minister addresses sponsors:
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are empowered by
God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the

church?
Response: We do.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:
People of God, do you promise to support Luca and pray for him in his new life in Christ?

We do.
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The assembly stands.
*PROFESSION OF FAITH

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them!

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them!

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them!

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



*THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of
the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel
from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of
sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

*BAPTISM
Luca, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen! Blessed be God, the source of all life, the word of salvation, the spirit of mercy.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
beloved children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain Luca with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your
presence, both now and forever. Amen.

Luca, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ
forever. Amen.

*WELCOME

A lighted candle is given to a sponsor

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the congregation
leads the assembly in the welcome.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:

join us in giving thanks and praise to God

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the

threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

In deep blue darkness, lighting a single candle creates only uncertainty.
Light dances around uncertain shapes,

and the dark refuses to yield its secrets.

This first candle on our Advent wreath represents our first flickering glimpse
of the goodness God has hidden in divine darkness.

Together, we pray:
God, we reach for unreasonable hope;

and you prepare an incomparable future.

The first candle is lit during the singing of the hymn.

ADVENT SONG We Light a Candle
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We praise you, O God, for this evergreen wreath

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.

Enlighten us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy.

Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

PRAYER FOR OUTREACH MINISTRY



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5
A reading from Isaiah.

' The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
’In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
“Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
* He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
> O house of Jacob, come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14

A reading from Romans.

' Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '’ the night is far gone;
the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; " let
us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 24:36-44
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples,] *° “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. *’ For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. ** For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, *’ and they knew nothing
until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man.

‘U Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. *' Two women will be
grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. ** Keep awake, therefore, for you
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. *’ But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into. ** Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Now the Heavens Start to Whisper (ACS 901)

(Blue prayer cards are collected)
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew
the church, the nations, and the whole creation. A brief silence for reflection.

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay
leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your paths.
Grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of hate and transform them into
words for building up community. Remake implements of war to sow peace. Hear us, O God.
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God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and relationships fray,
show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their
care for others. God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and
companions who are ill or despairing, especially Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Henry, Harry, Sally,
Katie, Debi, Anne, Karen, Nan, Beverly, Mike, and those on our prayer list. Surround all with
care and consolation. Hear us, O God.
Sung Refrain: 0O God, we call, O God, we call, from deep inside we yearn,

from deep inside we yearn, from deep inside we yearn for you.

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and relationships fray,
show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their
care for others. God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last,
bring us with all the saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home. Hear us,
O God.
Sung Refrain: O God, we call, O God, we call, from deep inside we yearn,

from deep inside we yearn, from deep inside we yearn for you.

God of life, you always hear our cry. Restore us with your everlasting mercy, and receive the
prayer gathered before you now with the prayers on the hearts of this congregation today (blue
prayer cards are read). Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting

in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.
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*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Let us share Christ’s peace with one another.

You are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace as we prepare to receive
God’s grace in communion. We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You
are also welcome to offer another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.).

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

COLLECTION OF THE OFFERING

You are invited to support the ministries of this congregation through gifts and prayers at
this time. Ongoing prayer requests, connection cards, communion records, and financial
gifts are collected in the plates as we remember that we offer all of ourselves to God.

OFFERTORY HYMN O God of Love, O King of Peace (ELW 749)
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*OFFERING PRAYER

Please pray with me.

God, we cherished what we thought belonged only to us:
our money, our time, our families, and our freedom.

Yet in a moment, we recognize that every truly good thing was a treasure we had taken from
your open hand. We thought such treasures were ours to earn and to own.

You bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good things.

Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.

Nourish us with the abundance of your feast

and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God, as soon as you made humankind, you loved them.
From the first human mistake, you planned the path to salvation.
Yet even when you set clear signs of promise in sky or stars,

in the mouths of prophets, or the faces of a newborn,

people still felt astonished to receive your goodness.

Jesus, at your birth your parents greeted you with wonder.

On the cross, your enemies crushed you, then marveled as you exuded grace.

And on the night in which you were betrayed, Jesus, you took bread and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to your disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, you took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

And so we gather around this bread and cup, your body and blood
As disciples gathering to be in your community,
gathering to be fed and nourished, gathering to be filled with your grace.

Holy Spirit, we may not feel the fire of your presence,

but pour yourself out upon this bread and this cup.

And fill those gathered here with your holiness so we may be
crumbs of your mercy and drops of your goodness.

Make us your people, who can never separate from you again.
Gather us into one and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
People of God, you are Christ’s people:
tied to Jesus in his death and made new in his resurrection.

So listen to the promise prepared for you in this moment:

Even when you feel dead, you are alive;
even when you have done wrong, God forgives you.

And even when you feel unwelcome or unworthy,
Jesus brings you to the table where you can find new community.

Come and take your place at the feast that never ends.

Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all baptized individuals are welcome to
come forward and experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do
not receive the bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.

Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMN Come Now, O Prince of Peace (ELW 247)

0|
Y D | | | | I
| ! | » ™| I )}
—F— o ! | s F = o !
2 | 1 » o I o
O - so - so o - so - s0, pyong-hwa - i - im - gim
1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us  one bod - .
2 Come now, O God of love, make us one bod - .
3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Sav - ior.
4 Come, Hope of u - ni -ty make us  one bod - y.
0 1 .
| T 1 | | [ |
/A A S 1 S S R N R J
J —]
u - ri - ga han - mom i -ru-ge ha - so - so.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  all na - tions.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on -cile all na - tions.
COMMUNION HYMN We Are Waiting for Jesus (ACS 905)
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2 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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Sun of jus - tice, shine up-on us; we are trust - ing in your prom-ise.
Lov-ing Shep-herd, walk be-side us; stir our hearts, and gent - ly guide us.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in grace. Amen

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be
fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of
your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

May God who comes among us, the blessed and holy Trinity, God the Sovereign, God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to

share today and always.
Amen.

*SENDING SONG Hark, A Thrilling

Voice is Sounding (ELW 246)
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1 Hark! a thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is near,” we
2 Wak-ened by the sol - emn warn - ing, from earth’s bond - age
3 See the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, come with par - don
4 So, when next he comes in glo - ry and the world is
5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, and bless - ing to the Fa - ther
A — o
5 or T P e e o
hear it say. “Cast a - way the works of dark - ness,
let us rise; Christ, our  sun, all sloth dis - pel - ling,
down from heav’n. Let us haste, with tears of  sor - row,
wrapped in fear, he will shield us with his mer - cy
and the Son with the ev - er - last - ing Spir - it
0| .
J D 1 I | | | 4
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all you chil - dren of the day!”
shines up - on the morn - ing skies.
one and all, to be for - giv’n;
and with words of love draw near.
while un - end - ing a - ges run!

*DISMISSAL

“Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent me, I also send you.”

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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The flowers on the altar today were supplied by Larry and Amy Werner to the glory of
God in honor of Katie and family, and in memory of Charles.

Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Jen Miller
Acolyte: Anna N
Offering: Abby and Ella N
Greeters:

Attendance from last week: 86 + 3 zoom

Notes for the day’s texts:

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings
both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of
the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy
mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the
promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day
as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

Today’s Music

What Is the World Like. Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979, Music: Sally Ann Morris, b. 1952. GIA Publications, Inc..
We Light a Candle. Text and Music: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, Arr. Sherri Hansen. © 2016 Worldmaking.net (ASCAP) Used by permission.

Licensed via CCLA, OneLicense.net and Worldmaking.net
Now the Heavens Start to Whisper. Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953, Music: Welsh melody; arr. hymnal version. GIA Publications, Inc. /

Augsburg Fortress.
O God of Love, O King of Peace. Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877, Music: J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543. Public Domain.

Come Now, O Prince of Peace. Text: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947; tr. Marion Pope, Music: Geonyong Lee, b. 1947. Geonyong Lee.

We Are Waiting for Jesus. Text: John Helgen, b. 1957, Music: John Helgen. Augsburg Fortress.
Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding. Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878, Music: William H. Monk, 1823-1889. Public

Domain.
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted with

permission. Reprinted under One License: A-724822 and CCLI.

Next Week’s Readings
Isaiah 11:1-10 From David’s line, a ruler bringing justice and peace
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 May the righteous flourish, let there be an abundance of peace.
Romans 15:4-13 Live in harmony, welcoming one another
Matthew 3:1-12 A4 voice cries: Prepare the way of the Lord
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