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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are.
If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin.
Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pews has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.
During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.
At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift as you are comfortable. You may also
place any prayer requests for the pastor in the offering plates.
PRELUDE
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us come before God in prayer and song,
humbly trusting in God’s immeasurable love and grace.
*KYRIE
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of approaching life in community with humility,
we sometimes long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from our self-centered inclinations
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear this good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.
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*GATHERING SONG Oh, Praise the Gracious Power (ELW 651)
(Verses 1, 2, 3, 4, 7)

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free
from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*DOXOLOGY
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 65:1-9
A reading from Isaiah
1
I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask,
to be found by those who did not seek me.
I said, “Here I am, here I am,”
to a nation that did not call on my name.
2
I held out my hands all day long
to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good,
following their own devices;
3
a people who provoke me to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens and offering incense on bricks;
4
who sit inside tombs,
and spend the night in secret places;
who eat swine’s flesh,
with broth of abominable things in their vessels;
5
who say, “Keep to yourself,
do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils,
a fire that burns all day long.
6
See, it is written before me:
I will not keep silent, but I will repay;
I will indeed repay into their laps
7
their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together,
says the Lord;
because they offered incense on the mountains
and reviled me on the hills,
I will measure into their laps
full payment for their actions.
8
Thus says the Lord:
As the wine is found in the cluster,
and they say, “Do not destroy it,
for there is a blessing in it,”
so I will do for my servants’ sake,
and not destroy them all.
9
I will bring forth descendants from Jacob,
and from Judah inheritors of my mountains;
my chosen shall inherit it,
and my servants shall settle there.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 22:22–27

1. I will declare your Name, O God,
To my companions who are true;
And in the congregation’s midst,
With love will I sing praise to you.

4. The poor shall eat and have their fill;
Those seeking God shall offer praise.
The nations far and wide shall come
And bow before God’s throne always.

2. O you that fear the Lord, give praise;
O Israel’s offspring, stand in awe.
All you who are of Jacob’s line,
Give glory always to the Lord.

5. All nations of the earth shall turn
And come to worship God alone,
For sovereignty belongs to God,
Who rules the nations from the throne;

3. The Lord does not despise the poor
But hears their crying and their plea;
I’ll praise my God and make my vows,
Proclaimed aloud and publicly.

SECOND READING: Galatians 3:23-29
A reading from Galatians
23
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be
revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be
justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a
disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27As many of you
as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one
in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs
according to the promise.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Luke 8:26-39
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
26

Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite
Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long
time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28When he saw
Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”—29for Jesus had
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he
was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be
driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said,
“Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 31They begged him not to order them to go back
into the abyss.
32
Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus
to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then the demons came out of the man
and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
34
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the
country. 35Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they
found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his
right mind. And they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been
possessed by demons had been healed. 37Then all the people of the surrounding country of the
Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the
boat and returned. 38The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with
him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return to your home, and declare how much God has
done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for
him.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843)

*APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Holy God, you hear the cries of those who seek you. Equip your church with evangelists who
reveal the continuous call of your outstretched hands and of a home in you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of the earth. Restore places where Creation has been harmed. Guide us to
develop and implement sources of energy and food production that do not destroy the earth.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of those who are marginalized or cast out. Guide us continually toward the
end of oppression and marginalization in all its forms. Bring true freedom and human
flourishing to all your beloved children. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of those who suffer. Come to the aid of all in need, especially Jeff, Bob,
Katie, Marcia, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Chuck, Henry, Harry, Roy, Pastor Storm, Karen,
Ellen, Ruth, Sally, Ruth Ann, and Denise, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember
aloud or in our hearts. Bring peace to any experiencing mental illness, that they can feel your
loving presence. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of those who celebrate and those who grieve on this Father’s Day. Nurture
mutual love and tender care in all relationships. Comfort those for whom this day brings
sadness or longing. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the faithful departed whose lives proclaimed all you had done for them. At
the last, unite us with them as we make our home in you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these
spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
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OFFERTORY HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679)
*Rise on verse 3

*OFFERING PRAYER
God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Merciful God, pour out upon us the Spirit of your love,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who are hungry,
all who are thirsty,
come to the banquet.
Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and
experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do not receive the
bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.
COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN You Are Mine (ELW 581)
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.
*SENDING SONG Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (ELW 886)

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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The flowers on the altar today are from Dave & Cindy Knauff to the glory of God.
Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Kelly Greb
Acolyte: Anna Kramer
Ushers: Larry & Amy Werner
Offering: Ella Niklewicz and Ava Niklewicz
Attendance last week: 38 + 3 zoom
Notes for the day’s texts:
We feel powerless when life’s storms rage about us. Despite our best efforts, we cannot
navigate those dangers without the hand of God to guide and free us.
In the gospel, the man with demons was unable to help himself. His affliction had caused him to
be chained and shackled by his community. He remained helpless and ostracized on his own
until he was emancipated by the power of God in Christ. Even though he was an outsider from
the land of the Geresenes, Jesus came to his aid. Though his healing fear and confusion, the
man was at last set free and commissioned by Jesus as a witness to his liberation.
In Galatians, Paul reflects on the human condition of being “imprisoned” and “guarded” and the
necessity of Christ to restore us. He reminds us of the power of our baptism to free and unite us.
Together, these texts recount the journey of faith from bondage to freedom, from separation to
unity, from death to new life. And this is a path open to all, no matter who we are or from
whence we’ve come. The scriptures energize us to join that man in the gospel who went out
proclaiming “how much Jesus had done for him,” even to those who would rather not hear it.
Today’s Music
Oh, Praise the Gracious Power. Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Music: Carol Doran, b. 1936. Oxford University Press (New York)
Doxology (Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow). Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711. Public Domain.
Psalm 22. Text: The New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber, © 2008. Music: H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898.
Public Domain.
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness. Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part III, 1813.
Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP), Public Domain.
For the Fruit of All creation. Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958. Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP)
Public Domain.
You Are Mine. Text: David Haas, b. 1957
Music: David Haas, GIA Publications, Inc.
Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to sing. Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: Carl G. Gläser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872. Public Domain.
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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