When and Where do we pray?
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s
people.”
Ephesians 6:18
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We are delighted to have you worship with us this morning!
Know that you are welcome here just as you are
If you are looking for a church to call home, why not consider making this one your own? If this
is your first time visiting us, please fill out the visitor information card stapled to your bulletin.
Everything you need to follow worship can be found in this bulletin. As you are comfortable,
please rise when there is an * and join in the congregational responses, noted in bold.
All songs are marked with numbers. The red book in the pew has all the songs. Look for the
large number in the upper corner of the page to find the correct song.
During the time of Peace, you are invited to turn to those around you and offer a word of peace.
We suggest a handshake and saying, “Peace be with you.” You are also welcomed to offer
another gesture of peace (wave, fist-bump, smile, etc.). Hand sanitizer is available in each pew.
At the time of Offering, you are invited to share a gift as you are comfortable. You may also
place any prayer requests for the pastor in the offering plates.

As you prepare for worship, you are invited to fill out the blue prayer request forms located in
each pew. The cards will be collected during our Hymn of the Day, and prayers will be offered
during the prayers of the people.
PRELUDE
*GREETING
Jesus tells us “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matt. 18:20
Therefore, gathered in God’s merciful presence, we humbly offer our prayers and worship.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Hear the words of scripture:
“And this is the boldness we have in him, that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears
us.” 1 John 5:14
Friends, we are bold to pray:
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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*GATHERING SONG When Morning Gilds the Skies (ELW 853)

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful god,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.
Amen.
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*GLORY TO GOD
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*TIME OF PRAYER
We lift up the joys and concerns of this congregation to the Lord.
“I call upon God, and the Lord will save me. Evening and morning and at noon I utter my
complaint and moan, and he will hear my voice.” Psalm 55:16-17
Let us pray.
God of grace, you hear our prayers in all times and in all places. You hear our prayers of
joy and our prayers of despair. You hear our celebrations and our complaints. Grant that
we might trust in your abiding presence and your promise to hear our cries this day and
always. Amen.
FIRST READING: Daniel 6:7-11
A reading from the book of Daniel.
All the administrators of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the
governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an interdict, that
whoever prays to any god or human, for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into
the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the interdict and sign the document, so that it cannot be
changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.”
Therefore King Darius signed the document and interdict.
Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to go to his house,
which had windows in its upper room open toward Jerusalem, and to get down on his knees
three times a day to pray to his God and praise him, just as he had done previously. Then those
men watched and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Acts 16:20-26
A reading from the book of Acts.
When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men, these Jews, are
disturbing our city and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us, being Romans, to
adopt or observe.” The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped
of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe
flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following
these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake so violent that the foundations of the prison
were shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were
unfastened.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
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REFLECTION
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 6:5-8
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and
pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
“When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the gentiles do, for they think that
they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows
what you need before you ask him.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
*DOXOLOGY

CHILDREN’S SERMON
REFLECTION
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Give Me Jesus (ELW 770)
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
As we come near to the Holy One in prayer, we pray with the words of the psalmist:
“But as for me, my prayer is to you, O LORD. At an acceptable time, O God, in the abundance
of your steadfast love, answer me.” Psalm 69:13
A brief silence.
O God, you are wholeness and wisdom. Where there is division in your church, bring
reconciliation and healing. Guide the work of all who provide instruction for the building up
of your church. Where nations and communities yearn for peace, bring justice. Strengthen
those who toil for the welfare of others. Hear us, O God,
Sung response: Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (ELW 752)

O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church, bring
abundance and vitality. Guide the work of church councils and committees and give them
clarity for the work of ministry in this place. Where creation cries out in distress, bring relief
and renewal. Nourish the land and all its habitants. Hear us, O God,
Sung Response: Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
O God, you are life and resurrection. We give you thanks for all your saints. Inspire us by
their example of faithful living to set our minds on things above and to be rich in love toward
you. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-ness of life, bring encouragement.
Accompany all who experience emotional, mental, or physical distress Jeff, Bob, Katie,
Marcia, Geneva, Cherry, Winnie, Chuck, Henry, Harry, Roy, Pastor Storm, Karen, Ellen,
Ruth, Sally, Ruth Ann, those on our prayer list, and all whom we remember aloud or in our
hearts. Renew us at your table of mercy. Hear us, O God,
Sung Response: Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
Confident of your holy presence in our midst, we lift up the prayers on the hearts of this
congregation this day (received prayer cards are read). Receive the prayers of your children,
merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy
Wisdom.
Amen.
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*SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN This Little Light of Mine (ELW 677)
*Rise on 3rd verse

*OFFERING PRAYER
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill
us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus
Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Come for all is now ready.
Through this meal, we know forgiveness, life, and salvation as the blessings of God’s
sacramental grace. In response to Jesus’ invitation, all are welcome to come forward and
experience the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Those who do not receive the
bread and wine are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are available upon request. Communion may also be
brought back to the pews for those who are unable to come forward.
COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN I Come with Joy (ELW 482)

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Our spirits are nourished with the heavenly food of bread and wine, body and blood, we enter
into a time of silent prayer, hearing the voice of the gospel: “Stay awake and pray that you
may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Matthew 25:41
Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart and nourished us at your table
with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the
world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.
*BLESSING
The God of peace,
Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Sustainer,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.
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*SENDING SONG Shine Jesus Shine (ELW 671)
*DISMISSAL
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
The flowers on the altar today are from John & Ruth Ann Tully to the glory of God.
Assisting in worship today:
Assisting Minister: Kelly Greb
Acolyte:
Ushers:
Offering:
8/7 –Abigail Cardinal & Jules Knauff
Attendance last week: 40 + 6 zoom
Notes for the day’s texts:
Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up
in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens
God’s own. Prayer is never limited to any specific time or place, but that can make it harder to
give it priority and make time for it. Sometimes having a routine makes it easier to remember
this important part of our day. Martin Luther once wrote: “It is a good thing to let prayer be the
first business in the morning and the last in the evening. Guard yourself against such false and
deceitful thoughts that keep whispering, "Wait a while. In an hour or so I will pray. I must first
finish this or that." Thinking such thoughts we get away from prayer into other things that will
hold us and involve us till the prayer of the day comes to naught.” Time spent in connection
with God is never wasted time. We need the connection and we need to ground ourselves in
God’s abiding presence in all places and in all times.
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Today’s Music
When Morning Gilds the Skies. Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896. Public Domain.
Give Me Jesus. Text: African American spiritual, Music: African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version.
Music: North American traditional. Public Domain.
Doxology (Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow). Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711. Public Domain.
This Little Light of Mine. Text: African American spiritual, Music: African American spiritual; arr. Horace
Clarence Boyer, b. 1935. Public Domain.
I Come with Joy. Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936, Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835.
Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP)
Shine Jesus Shine. Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950, Music: Graham Kendrick. Make Way Music.
Lord, listen to Your Children Praying. Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943 Music: Ken Medema. Hope Publishing
Company (ASCAP)
Liturgy words and music taken from SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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